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Soundings 
By Rev. John Carson 

Looking forward… 
 

I’m looking forward to our second year 
of life together. In terms of worship and 
work, mission, ministry and hospitality, 
it should be a very good year! 

 

This time last year, we were planning 
our church’s response to our state’s vote 
to legalize same-sex-marriage in Maine. 
This year, our vote to host same-sex- 
marriages in our meeting house will 
result in a Deacon prepared Wedding 
Policy Guidebook. It will serve as a 
companion piece to a new and revised 
Building Use Policy currently being 
written by a task team of our Trustees. 

 

Following our Annual Meeting in 
January, we hope to begin a three year 
Capital Campaign. A Campaign Steering 
Committee has been working very hard 
to chart a course for our future. I think 
you’ll be pleased to hear their hopes and 
the things they have planned for us. 

The first weekend in May will find us 
hosting the Spring Meeting of our sister 
churches in the Congregational Christian 
Council of Maine. Our Deacons have the 
occasion well in hand and will be looking 
for help with hospitality. 

 

The months of June, July and August will 
find us busy once again with a Barn and 
Book Sale, a Chicken Barbeque and a 
Summer Days Vacation Bible School. I 
hope to gather a team of persons early 
this year to create, coordinate and guide 
our efforts of fundraising, publicity and 
outreach in the months ahead. 

 

Along the way, we’ll keep faith and time 
with our Christian Education programs 
and our ministries to youth and families. 
We also hope to step up our missions 
involvement, as well as our music and 
worship offerings. 

 

My heartfelt thanks to all of you – who 
with God’s help – make all of these 
things possible. I look forward to the 
coming year, with its many 
opportunities – to “taste and see that 
the Lord is good!” *Psalm 34:8 

Grace and Peace -  John 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Typhoon Haiyan Update 
On Novermber 8th, a devastating natural disaster 
occurred in the Philippines. Thousands are 
without homes and hundreds of thousands are in 
need. Read first hand reports from two 
representatives in the stricken area. Please go to 
Page 5 of this newsletter. 

 

 
 

February Mission with EKC 
members 

Read about the upcoming February mission trip to 
Haiti for some of EKC’s own members. Learn 
about the mission and what you can do to help! 
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February Missions Trip 
by Kim Merriam 

Photos from the orphanage 

 

 

Caroline Daniel and Jamie Merriam, along 
with Rev. Nancy White and Sandra 
Golonka, will head off to a mission trip to 
Haiti in February! 

 

They will be staying at an orphanage called 
Matthew 28 (www.matthew28.org) for nine 
days, and lending a hand as needed. 
Caroline has been planning this trip for 
some time, taking some Creole language 
lessons, and collecting goods for the 
orphanage. Jamie joined late in the game 
but will make up for lost time over the next 

month. They depart February 4
th

! 

Both, along with the High School YAK, 
invite you to help fill their orphanage needs 
box in Fellowship Hall. 

Some of the needs are: 
 

NEW children’s clothing (their laundry 
methods are very hard on clothes), 
children’s dress shoes and sneakers 
(preferably new), single beds sheets 
(fitted and/or flat), deodorant, stainless 
kitchen utensils, and stainless mixing 
bowls. 

 

Children are 17 and younger and there is 
an equal number of girls and boys. They 
ask that shirts do not have messages on 
them. 

 

Please talk to Caroline, Jamie, or Kim 
Merriam for more details. Thank you so 
much for your ongoing support of our 
youth projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator’s Challenge 
Submitted by Dave Luce 

 
 
 

At the Roll Call Meeting in 2012, Moderator 
Ned Pierce issued a challenge to the church 
to end 2012 with a surplus in the Operating 
Account. As you know, we did end up with a 
$4,000 surplus. Each month I will provide the 
month-end figures of 2013 for comparison 
with the month-end figures of 2012. With 
everyone’s help, we can accomplish our goal 
again this year. 

 

 
 

EKC IMPORTANT JANUARY DATES 
Deadline for Annual Reports ---- 

Wednesday, January 15
th

 

EKC Blood Drive --- 
Monday, January 20

th
 

2014 Annual Meeting  ----- 
Sunday, January 26th 

Nov 2013 Nov 2012 
 

Income $174,651 $161,092 
 

Expense $168,820 $168,051 
 

Surplus/Deficit    $5,831 ($6,959) 

http://www.matthew28.org/
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The Piano Man ‘for January’ 
by Louise Huntington, Music Committee 

 

 

Please join me in welcoming to EKC  
Wells Johnson of Brunswick as our pianist 
for January. 

Wells is a retired professor of Mathematics 
from Bowdoin College, where he taught for 
41 years. He is a graduate of Amherst 
College and he holds graduate degrees from 
MIT. 

 

In his retirement he has been an active 
volunteer for the Brunswick Topsham Land 
Trust. Wells has sung in church and 
community choirs and his father was a 
church organist. 

 

He is looking forward to working with Sue 
Luce and the choir and playing for our 
services. 

Calling All 
Readers 

It is time to make the 2014 
Readers List. If you are 
interested in becoming a 
reader for Church Services, 
please call or email Ruth 
Smith at 833-6246 or 
jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net. 

 
Thank you. Ruth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

Save the date, Ladies! Our January meeting will 
begin with a program on 

 
Tuesday, January 7th @ 11am 

 
and will be followed by lunch together (you bring a 
sandwich, coffee and dessert will be served) and 

then our monthly meeting. 
 

Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Submissions for February 2014 are 

due on or before Monday, 2/17/14. Please email 

your submissions to 

cindy@elijahkelloggchurch.org. 

From the Stewardship Committee 

Submitted by Bill Hunter 
 

Many thanks to all who have 
responded to the annual pledge 
drive! As of this writing, we have 
slightly exceeded last year’s record
pledging. 

 
These promised gifts lead to 
effective planning and budgeting 
for our programs and ministry in 
2014. 

 
Additionally, with some outstanding 
pledge cards still to be received, we 
are optimistic that 2014 will indeed 
be another excellent year. 

 

mailto:jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net
mailto:cindy@elijahkelloggchurch.org
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Board of Missions Update 
by Kay Greenwood, Chair 

 
 

The Missions Board met on December 13, 
2013 in the church parlor. In attendance 
were Blee Horton, Ellie Patterson, June 
Phinney and Kay Greenwood, Chair. 

The meeting was opened with a prayer 
by Rev. John Carson. 

 

 
As the year has come to a close, we were 
able to meet all of our commitments and 
two special emergency requests for  
help. We feel very blessed. 

 
MONIES DISTRIBUTED THIS MONTH 

INCLUDE: 
 

 

• ALL ABOUT 
PREVENTION 

 

We collected $842.00 for victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines and 
$158.28 for the final donation to ‘The 
Blanket Program’ through World Church 
Service. A very generous congregation  
to those in need. However, let us not 
forget the FOOD BANK donations, 
baskets at the front door and in the 
Fellowship Hall, with a container for your 
cash donations. The need here continues 
to be SEVERE. 

It is with regret that Blee Horton and 
Ellie Patterson will be rotating of the 
Board of Missions. Their expertise and 
diligence will be missed. 

 

We look forward to a new team of Board 
members and the same dedication to 
this program for the Year 2014. 

$100 
 

 
$200 

 

 
$200 

(AIDS) 
 

 
 

• SALVATION 
ARMY (NAT'L 
DISASTER) 

 

 
 

• AMERICAN RED 
CROSS (INT'L 
DISASTER) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blood Drive at EKC 
 
 

 

Help save a life!         New donors are needed!!!                Support your community!!!! 

It’ quick, easy, painless and you help others in your community. 

Where: Elijah Kellogg Church, Harpswell  

When: Monday, January 20, 2014 – MLK Day!! 

Noon – 5pm 
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Typhoon Haiyan Relief Update 
by Rev. John Carson 

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Update 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines 

NACC and CMFEI leaders have written 
from typhoon stricken areas in the 
Philippines. The news that is coming 
shows how truly devastating this 
disaster has been to the environment 
and the people. 

 

The Rev. Symphony John Castillo, 
leader of the NACC churches, writes: 

5 homes among the church members 
have damages. A lot of their livelihood 
(copra by products from coconut trees) 
are literally down. Even water from the 
tap has been lost. Some relatives of the 
members from surrounding towns have 
relocated to them. The families that are 
now relocated have caused an additional 
financial strain and their food, water and 
other resources are very limited. Please 
continue to pray for the Philippines, 
thank you. 

 
 

 
The Rev. Jaime Julian, leader of the 
CMFEI churches, writes: 

 

I would like to inform you that all the five 
churches in Iloilo were totally damaged. 
The brethren are still in the evacuation 
center. Please continue to pray for them 
for they lost everything: home, clothes, 
food and their living. It will be difficult  
for them to restart and recover their 
losses without help. 

 

Since the Local Government unit has 
taken the responsibility to provide their 
basic needs of relief goods for six 
months, I let them decide what is their 
priority and all decided to rebuild their 
Houses of Worship. 

 

So we need to start sawing logs so we 
can replace the roofing soonest. The 
buildings will be semi-concrete. The 
posts and the skeleton for roofing will be 
made of lumber. The walling as well as 
the flooring will be concrete. Our goal is 
to place the roofing before the end of 
the year. Were able to distribute $3,500 
to start the rebuilding. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray God will continue to provide 
everything for the completion of our 
reconstruction. Thank you for you are 
there ready to help us in times like this. 
You just not help us to rebuild the 
temples but encourage us to remain 
faithful in the Lord despite the pain 
given by the big testing of our faith. 

Again, we say thank you and surely God 
will bless you more. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos of the 
holiday 
season at 
EKC! 
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EKC Office Update 
by Cindy Lavan, Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 
 

Greetings and Happy New Year 
from the EKC Office! 

 
Firstly, I wanted to thank 
everyone for their support as I 
have adjusted into my new 
surroundings at EKC. I am slowly 
putting names with faces and 
making connections but please 
continue to bear with me for a 
complete transition.  
 
Hard shoes to fill and many new 
challenges for me coming on 
board, but I hope you have liked 
some of the new changes you 
have recently seen. Like life, my 
new position is a work in 
progress so please share your 
thoughts and ideas for 
improvement with myself or Rev. 
Carson. 

 
Secondly, I wanted to review 
some changes you saw in 2013 
and inform you of some new 
office improvements coming in 
2014. 

 
In 2013, you saw: 

 
 A new weekly bulletin 

t h a t  is in multiple page 
booklet form. This design 
helps avoid numerous 
inserts, allows flexibility for 
Rev. Carson to add 
information and decreases 
the chance of information 
being lost versus shared. 

 
 
 
 
 

 In hopes of phasing out the ‘larger print’ bulletins, we have 
increased the font size of the regular bulletins to accommodate 
this need. Large print hymns will still be available for each 
service. 

 A new newsletter format has allowed for greater use of this 
communication tool and is available on-line at 
www.elijahkelloggchurch.org where it can be viewed in a full 
color format. We will continue to mail a black/white version to 
your home address. 

 
Plans for 2014 include: 

 New office lay-out. Some of you may have already seen this 
change. This lay-out has increased my visual access of those 
coming and going and allowed for more heat access. Also, I can 
keep the ‘eye in the back of my head’ on Rev. Carson while he is in 
his office. 

 A new, effective phone system will be installed allowing for better 
tracking of office messages, including updating the answering 
machine in case of weather cancellations, etc. and greatly 
improving the ease of communication overall. 

 With my print and email publication background, I look forward 
to helping EKC build new in-house and out-of-house materials to 
increase membership, build revenues and help EKC reach more 
into the surrounding communities. 

 
I have greatly enjoyed meeting so many new people and working with 
Rev. Carson is an honor! He is compassionate, thoughtful and always 
striving for the best we can offer to the church and community. We have 
become a strong team and work well together. 
 
I look forward to building upon the foundation we have started more in 
the upcoming year! I still have a lot to learn but with your patience and 
guidance, I see great things ahead! 
 
If you need to contact me, the office number is 833-6026 and my email 
address is, cindy@elijahkelloggchurch.org.  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Cindy Lavan 
 

http://www.elijahkelloggchurch.org/
mailto:cindy@elijahkelloggchurch.org
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
 

Sunday School – In addition to the Spark curriculum, the youth have been learning about Beatriz 
Domain, our sponsorship child from the Philippines. After discovering about her family life and 
learning how the typhoon affected the area, the Sunday school children made cards, filled with loving 
messages to send to her. Our commitment is $300 a year ($250 stipend for school, $30 enrollment 
assistance, $10 for her birthday, and $10 for Christmas). The children’s weekly offering is going 
towards this mission. But additional money will need to be raised. The children decided a bake sale 
would be another way to help raise the money. The bake sale is being planned for February (date to 
be determined). 

KC JAM – The choir did a beautiful job singing on Music Sunday. They are looking forward to learning 
another jazzy song to sing later in the spring. 

 

High School Youth Group – Two members of our church and active participants of our Youth 
Group, Caroline Daniel and Jamie Merriam are going on a mission trip to Haiti in February. The Youth 
Group supports this mission and is asking for our help collecting items for the Matthew 28 Orphanage. 
 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS PROJECTS 
 

Church World Service Blankets + – As a congregation we raised $575.00! This was accomplished 
through sales from the craft fair, sales from our Thanksgiving pies, and donations received in the 
offering plate. At $5.00 a blanket, together we wrapped 115 people with love and hope! 

 
 
 

Haiti Mission Presentation & Potluck Dinner 
 

 
 
 

Thursday, January 9th     

5-7pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us as we listen to Rev. Nancy 
White and Sandra Golonka share with 

us highlights of their upcoming 
mission trip in February to 

 

Mathew 28 Orphange in Haiti 
 

Learn about the orphanage, the kids, 
their needs and daily struggles. Most 
importantly, learn how you can HELP! 

 



ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH NEWSLETTER 8 
 

 
 

Harpswell Community Nursery School Holiday Party 

 
On Thursday, December 19th, the children of the Harpswell Community Nursery 
School held their Holiday Party and Pot Luck. Ms. Myrna, Ms. Denise, Ms. Debbie 
and Ms. Deb outdid themselves. Parents, grand-parents and other visitors were 
thrilled by the joy, unity and harmony the children exhibited as they performed 
multiple musical pieces and told the story of the Christmas Tree Star. The video 
cameras and photo opportunities were plenty and childhood memories were 
certainly made in Fellowship Hall that day. 

 
A pot luck meal followed the event. Please consider joining them next holiday 

season. 
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