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We Have an Anchor… 

“Will your anchor hold in the 
storms of life? 

Will your anchor drift, or firm 
remain? 

We have an anchor that keeps 
the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the 
billows roll 

Fastened to the Rock which 
cannot move 

Grounded firm and deep in the 
Savior’s love.” 

People have told me the words 
above are from Elijah Kellogg’s 
“favorite hymn” – We Have an 
Anchor. They are important 
words to trust and remember as 
we begin a new – and another – 
year of life together. 

 

 

The beginning of a new year is a 
time for many things. A time for 
looking back and forward. A time 
for reflection and resolution. 

What can we do with the past? 
We can do our best to accept it, 
to learn from it, and even 
redeem it. We can also rejoice in 
all the good things come to us in 
the year now passed, and all of 
this with God’s help. 

And what will we do with the 
future? Embrace it! Bring to it all 
the things we’ve learned. Meet 
the days ahead with courage, 
hope and love, and all these 
things with God’s help too! 

Because the very good news is… 
we have an anchor! “The Lord of 
hosts is with us. The God of 
Jacob is our refuge and our 
strength.” (Psalm 46) 

 

 

 

 

We have been blessed by God 
who has been with us, and cared 
for us, in this past year. And 
God’s strong promise is to be 
and do the same for us in the 
year ahead. 

My prayer is that the New Year 
finds us eager and unafraid, 
ready to take it up – and on – in 
faith, with hope and love. 

God’s Grace and Peace be with 
you all. 

John 
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Faith & Family 

       by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

Happy New Year!  In January we often make New Year’s Resolutions - promises to ourselves, family, 
friends and God.  A promise the children have made this year is for Beatriz, our sponsorship child.  
We promise to pray for her, to raise the $300 so she can continue to go to school, and to write to her 
once every season. The Bible is full of the promises of God.  Just as God is faithful in keeping his 
promises, we should be faithful in keeping our promises. (See the holiday card Beatriz sent below.) 

As we reflect on this past year, we are filled with gratitude and hope as we move into 2015.  We feel 
fortunate to have the dedication and support of all of our families and the church as a whole.  The 
Christmas Eve pageant, The Christmas Star, was a bright ending to our calendar year.  Many children 
shared their musical and acting talents creating a special family service.  As we move into the New 
Year, we are excited to offer more family events, Bible studies, youth ministry, and mission 
opportunities.  

ASK (After School Youth Group) will begin meeting on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.  In 
January we will be focusing on our goals for the upcoming months and planning a bake sale to 
support Beatriz.  Our meeting dates are January 13th and 27th from 3:45-5:00.  All are welcome! 

Are you interested in joining us for an afternoon of family fun?  On Sunday, January 25 th from 2:30-
4:30 we plan on going Snow Tubing at Seacoast Snow Park in Windham.  With a group of 15 or more 
we can receive a group rate of just $15 per person.  Please let Denise know if you would like to join in 
the fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd & 4th 
Tuesdays 

After School @ 
Kellogg 

3-5pm 

Meeting Date 

January 13th & 
27th  

3:45-5pm 

Sunday, Jan 
25th  

Snow Tubing 
230- 430pm 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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THE CASUAL BOOK CLUB 

Our next meeting has 
been scheduled for 

Monday, January 19th at  
1 PM in the church parlor.   

Book for discussion: "The Language of 
Flowers" by Vanessa Diffenbaguh.                     

 

Our Threshold for the Future 
Submitted by George Patterson 

It is good news the Preservation Committee is able to share with the 
church family:  we have reached an agreement with Restoration 
Resources of Alna, Maine, to enter into a contract for most projects 
that were outlined several months ago. The contract is anticipated to 
be signed early in January. 
 
 In addition to 12 different projects, there are some others that are 
outside of our relationship with Restoration Resources, namely, the 

cost of insulating the parsonage, purchasing the paint at 40% less than retail,  and as yet, an undetermined 
amount of work to be done on the steps , walk, etc. With the commitments to the contractor, as well as these 
few items, the total cost is very close, but under $300,000.   
 
 There are also some noteworthy savings: we are purchasing the paint at a reduced price, which also saves the 
sales tax of 5.5%, and the contractor's overhead charge of 15%.  It is expected that we will receive a grant of 
several thousand dollars for the professional analysis of the steeple structure. Also, there is another fund that 
has possibilities of application for us. 
 
We have visited the contractor’s premises in Alna, where work is ongoing on the restoration of the shutters and 
the windows. The windows there were expected to be returned in the late spring, however the contractor has 
asked to return them sooner and take the two still in the church. 
 
 Now that our hopes are closer to reality, they are in part due to the work of the Preservation Committee, 
namely, Ashley Braley, Art Dyer, Ben Skinner, Janice Maranda, John Wright, Ruth Smith, Louise Huntington, John 
Carson and Bill Greenwood.  Should you have a question, or comment, seek out one of the members; I too will 
be pleased to assist you.   

 
 

 

 

Winter Weather 
Notice 

 

We will be using the 
WINTER WEATHER 

CANCELLATION PAGE 
at www.wcsh6.com to 

alert membership of 
any church related 

closings. 
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Board of Missions Report on Donations to date 
Submitted by Ruth Allen, Board of Missions Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

3700 

1400 

1500 

2095 

Missions Disbursements in 2014  (in Dollars) 

Local

State

National

Global

The pie chart below visualizes how the Board of Mission’s distributed nearly $8700 during 
2014.  The dollar amount for each category (Local, State, National and Global) is indicated. 

The majority of funds were distributed locally or within the State of Maine.  

 In addition, we hosted the missionary, Rev. Charles Nyane from Kenya for a weekend in July. 
This was a first for our church.   

A special THANK YOU to our congregation for allowing us the ability to help so many great 
organizations this past year. We are eager to get started helping again in 2015! 
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Board of Finance Monthly Update 
 Submitted by Dave Luce 

 

The Church Fair income helped reduce the overall deficit in 2014 but we still have work to do. Expenses 
keep creeping upward and we had some end of the year bills to reconcile that affected our overall balance. 
More details to follow in January. Thank you all for your continued support and we look forward to a great 
2015!  ---Your Board of Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November    2014 

• Income           $180,641 

• Expenses      $185,182 

• Net Loss           -$4,541 

November  2013 

• Income     $174,554 

• Expenses $169,484 

• Net Loss            $5,070 

Important Upcoming Events 
 15th – Annual Reports DUE 

 19th – RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE in Fellowship Hall 

 
 21st – February Newsletter Deadline 

 FEBRUARY 8th  - ANNUAL MEETING @ NOON/ POTLUCK TOO!! 

 FEBRUARY 15th – Installation of Officers for Boards & Committees 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

On the fourth Saturday of each month, members of the Women’s Fellowship take food to the 
Tedford Shelter. We deliver enough bread, salad, and dessert for 20 people to the Tedford 
House on Cumberland Street in Brunswick. Local restaurants take turns donating main dishes 
for each meal. 

Many local churches and individuals participate in this mission so some of our local homeless 
people may have a good meal each day. The Tedford Shelter is dedicated to getting people 
back on their feet and into their own places. 

The Fellowship would like to encourage others in our congregation to be part of this important 
ministry. If you would like to help, please contact Ruth Smith or Louise Huntington. 
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HCNS Update for 2015 
 Submitted by Myrna Koonce, HCNS Director 

The children and families have settled in, and we have had some wonderful adventures this fall. At our 

Family Fun Night in November, Hope Douglas and her colleague from Wind Over Wings brought two owls, a 

red-tailed hawk and a raven and shared information and stories about their extraordinary lives. In 

addition, we went on field trips to the Skolfield Shores Preserve trail for a hike; to Curtis Memorial Library 

on Halloween (our Time for Twos class); and to the Brunswick Regional Airport with our MEF class, as part 

of an investigation of flight.  

In the classroom, we have recently engaged in woodworking and many other activities using real tools. Our 

TTH teachers Denise Perry and Debbie Yates have made documentation boards that are hanging outside 

the bathroom; please take a moment to look at these. On the playground, we have created paths in the 

woods with steppingstones and are working on a real tepee made of sticks with boughs of willow, hemlock, 

birch and other trees and bushes woven in. The children use real tools for snipping and cutting, and the 

results are amazing. Again, we invite you to come take a look! 

As always, we are grateful to Pastor John and Cindy Lavan for their encouragement and patience during 

the school days. The Trustees have been wonderful in sharing information regarding maintenance and 

repair issues. We would also like to express our thanks to the Women's Fellowship for their generous 

donation of $1,000 to our scholarship fund. We have four families on scholarship this year, three of them 

with primary wage earners in fishing or marine services, and a fourth in the restaurant industry. 

Our Silent Auction in October was a success; we netted close to $5,000, which has allowed us to both 

support teacher salaries and keep our scholarship fund solvent over the next year. In February, we will 

again be selling Fedco seeds as a fundraiser. If you are a gardener and usually order seeds, please consider 

us as your source. Looking into spring, on Saturday, April 11, we will have our 5K Walk and Run and Kids' 

Fun Run at Mitchell Field, which has proven to be an enjoyable community event. 

We look forward to the winter and all the discoveries it may bring! 

 

Photos:   Caroling at the Vicarage by the Sea with 
Christian Education before Christmas 
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