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WORD ALIVE MISSION COMES TO MAINE   

 

A Dream Come True… 

I’m excited for you to 
meet my friend Charles. 
The Rev. Charles Nyane is the leader 
of Word Alive Missions Association 
in Ghana, a supported international 
mission of our National Association 
of Congregational Christian 
Churches. Charles and his wife, Gina, 
will be visiting us, and hosted by our 
Mission Board, on July 25 through 
27. 

I first met Charles in 2004 on my 
first trip around the world, visiting 
our mission partners in Asia and 
Africa on behalf of the NACCC. Since 
then, I’ve been there 2 more times 
and watched the mission grow to 
include some 20 churches in Ghana 
and Ivory Coast, an orphanage, a 
nursery and an elementary school, a 
Bible College, as well as a renowned 
Community Nursing school. The 
Nursing School is a partnership 

supported by the 
government of Ghana. 
Since their school’s 
beginning, they’ve 
graduated and placed 
100’s of community 
nurses around their 
country, bringing 
Christian love and 
medical care to 1000’s. 

I’ve been delighted to call 
Charles my friend since our first 
meeting. He’s my friend and brother 
in Christ. We’ve prayed together, 
worked together and watched our 
families grow. I’m glad and proud to 
say the work of Word Alive has been 
amazing! And I’m eager for you to 
learn more about it… 

Back in the day, a very important 
part of my work on behalf of our 
churches was to connect them in 
living ways to the people and work 
of our mission partners. It became 
my dream to do the same for a 
church that I would serve...  And 
now, that dream has come true! 

But I hope it’s just a beginning. I 
hope we can make a good beginning 
with Charles and Gina, and then, 
continue in the coming years to host 

and support the other friends and 
mission works that I’ve been blessed 
to see and know. 

It is, indeed, a blessing to have 
friends and brothers and sisters in 
Christ all around the world. And a 
blessing to be partners in the work 
of God that seeks to make God’s 
Kingdom Dream, for everyone, come 
true. 

I hope that you will join us in our 
hosting Charles and Gina from the 
25th to 27th – at a Potluck Supper 
Friday evening, our Chicken 
Barbeque on Saturday (!) and then, 
come and hear him preach on 
Sunday morning. You’ll be glad you 
did! 

Grace and Peace, 

John  

 

Learn more about Word Alive! 

Read more about Word Alive Missions and 
our guest, Rev. Charles Nyane………......Page 6 

  Missions Committee Updates…………  Page 5 

 

 

Soundings 
By Rev. John Carson 

IN THIS ISSUE 

The Restoration Chorus performance is 
available on-line at 

www.elijahkelloggchurch.org 
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Faith & Family 

       by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director

 

The leisure days of summer are upon us.  The children are enjoying the informal Sunday 
fellowship.  Each week there is a different leader providing the children with a mini lesson along 
with some arts and crafts.  Thank you to our wonderful volunteers:  Ashley Braley, Wendy 

McClenahan, Heidi Sanford, Carrie Bubier, and Linda Clement. 

As we plan for the next season we are seeking new leaders for our Sunday school classes.  
Ideally, we would like to have two leaders for each class.  That would mean you would only have 

to lead 1 or 2 Sundays a month.  We will continue using the Spark curriculum that we used this 
past year.  It had high reviews from both the leaders and the children!  If you have any interest 
in pursuing this incredible opportunity to work with the youth sharing God’s love than please let 

your desires be known. 

Summer Days VBS is August 4-8.  "I've Got the Joy" is the theme.   We are lining up 
volunteers and preparing activities evolving around having God's love in our hearts.  If you would 

like to volunteer or know someone who may like to be a camper please leave a message in the 
office.  As the time gets closer we will be asking the congregation for support with materials and 

crafts.  Thank you in advance for your on-going support of this community outreach! 

Our next family day is August 24th at 3pm.  "The Amazing Lou" will put on a magic show 
followed by an ice-cream social.   This opportunity will be open to the public and people of all 
ages are encouraged to come. 

We are in the planning phase of a new youth fellowship to begin this fall.  On the 2nd and 4th 
Friday of each month we will be offering youth fellowship to children from K-12 grade.  Middle 

school and high school students will meet at 3pm for a fellowship and a short program.  From 4-

5pm they will be joined by the elementary children for games and activities.  We will be looking 
for support from the congregation with snack preparations and help with the supervision.  It is 

our hope this will bring in some new families into our church. 

 

   With Blessings, 

   Denise  

 

August 4-8th 

Vacation Bible School at 
EKC 

Volunteers are needed! 

Sunday, August 24th 

3pm 

Magic Show & Ice Cream 
Social 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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Board of Finance Monthly Update 
 Submitted by Dave Luce 

 

If you need a church check for a purchase or to pay an invoice, please call ahead of time for the check.  Please try not 
to call the day you need it!  Steve and I are not available every day.  Also please call the treasurer (Dave Luce 833-
5504), not Steve.  Steve can print checks but cannot sign them. If I do not know about your request, I cannot have 
your check ready on time.  Thank you, Dave Luce                                              

 

Preservation Committee Update 

 Submitted by George Patterson 

The first part of the preservation effort is done.  

The sanctuary and the attic over the parlor has not only been 
insulated but we have air-sealed those items that penetrate the 
ceiling (fan vents, light wiring, etc.). Such items tend to be major 
leaks of warm air --think of wasted use of propane. There is more 
that could be done in the church building but other items that are more important. The 
parsonage attic and basement will be insulated in the Fall and by that time a general 
contractor will have been chosen to remove the paint, and then repaint the Sanctuary. This 
effort won’t take place until next year but progress is being made on all fronts thanks to 
your support.  

 

 

 

 MAY 2014 

• Income           $75,772 

• Expenses      $87,260 

• Net Loss           -$11,537 

 MAY 2013 

• Income     $69,287 

• Expenses $82,613 

• Net Loss           -$13,325            

Many of our Congregation have been saving their tabs off cans and haven't been 
sure why we were doing it at EKC.  Ten years ago a family living in Bowdoin (Larry and 

Tammy Stimpson) had their baby spending a lot of time at Maine Medical Center and 
Tammy stayed at the Ronald MacDonald House in Portland.  After their son came 

home, she wanted to raise money for the Ronald MacDonald House and came up with 
the idea to save the tabs off cans and turn them into money which would be donated 

to the House. When her son started Kindergarten she expanded the program and set a 
goal of collecting 1 million tabs by the time Logan graduated from the 5th grade (this 

year). EKC started participating this past school year. During the assembly held on the 
last day of school, Tammy announced that EKC had added 141.8lbs to this year’s total. 

A grand total of 919.5 pounds was collected over 6 years. One pound equals 1280 
tabs. So the grand total in tabs is 1,176,960, well over her 1 million tab goal! She wants 
to continue the program.  Please keep saving the tabs off all your cans and bring them 

to Church. The jug is in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you so much.     - Susan Ferris 
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Women’s Fellowship Members share their ‘Treasures’ 
At a recent Women’s Fellowship meeting, we asked members to bring in their ‘Treasures’ and share them with the 
group. Each member who came to the meeting shared objects important to them and of value in their lives. For the 

next few months, we will highlight some of our members and their ‘treasures’ in this newsletter so we can share with 
you all the wonders of the EKC congregation and community. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

(Left photo) Linda Clement with her nephew’s Superman drawing… “My nephew drew a picture of one of his favorite 
characters, Superman, when he was 5 or 6 years old.  I saved it as I thought it was such a great drawing and just this year 
had it hooked into a pillow which I gave him for his 29th birthday.  He was delighted and couldn’t believe I had saved it all 
these years.” 

(Right photo) Susan Carson reading from the yellow card taped on the bottom of the chair, “Christmas 1905…To Irene 
Lake…From her parents, Lucretia and Vern Lake…Homer, Nebraska” When John and his siblings were "dividing up" the 
things in their mom's home, I asked if I might have the old child's rocker that I had always admired.  Irene Lake was 
John's maternal grandmother.  Her father probably built the chair from scrap lumber.  Irene was an amazing woman and 
I cherish the memories I have of her.    

 

We will need lots of cupcakes for the Annual Chicken Barbecue.  If you are 
willing to bake cupcakes for Saturday, July 26th, please sign up on the 

Cupcake List on the bulletin board or call or email Ruth Smith at 833-246 
or jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net.  Thank you. 

 

REQUESTS FROM THE EKC KITCHEN 

 

 

 

 

Please help us serve you better here at EKC. Please review the following requests to see if you can help us. Thank you in 
advance for your time. 

1.    The knives in the EKC kitchen are in need of the skilled talents of a master sharpener. If you are this person or know 
of the right person, please contact Sharon Kirker at 833-5533. 

2.  We are looking for a tall roomy storage cabinet to hold the extra punch bowls and other kitchen overflow items. The 
area for this cabinet is restricted, so choices are limited. If you think that you may have just the thing, please contact 
Sharon Kirker at 833-5533.  

mailto:jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net
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Missions Committee Updates 

 Submitted by Janice Maranda, Secretary 

 

FOOD BANK 

July is Canned Fruit Month.  Any canned fruit or other non-perishables are 
needed at the food bank. Rice rained in June and our baskets overflowed in May 
with Peanut Butter, Jelly and other items. You gave 67.2 pounds of Peanut Butter!  
Other food items and $40.00 were also donated in May.  Thank you all for filling 
the baskets with much needed items and the jars with your dollars. In the first 
two months of this year there were over 1300 visits to the pantry and 6410 meals 
were served in the Soup Kitchen.  These numbers are quite a bit above 2013 
showing a growing need in our community 

At the May 3rd meeting of the CCCME delegates here at our church, The Rev. 
Francois K. Akoa-Mungo, Pastor of the First Congregational Church in Machiasport, ME spoke about his Mission to 
Cameroon from August 2014 to February 2015.  He has been raising money for his mission and in particular for a water 
pump for a village there.  The Mission Committee decided to give $300.00 to this mission to cover the cost of the pump 
and the shipping to get it there.  A picture of the pump and his letter about his mission is posted on the hall bulletin 
board. 

The following disbursements were made by your Mission’s Committee in May and June: 

 

The Habitat for Humanity Brunswick build will begin after August 9th and a Mission Moment in August will provide us all 
with an update.  

 

The Rev. Charles and Gina Nyana of Word Alive, Ghana will be visiting Harpswell and our church on July 25, 26, 27.  
On Sunday Rev. Nyana will preach at morning worship followed by a refreshment reception coordinated by the 

Mission Committee and the Hospitality Committee.  Other plans for their visit will be coordinated by the Mission 
Committee including a dinner on their arrival Friday evening. 

 

REPORT FROM CCCME Missions Workshop Meeting 

At the May 3rd meeting of the CCCME, a group discussed the mission focus in their individual churches.  Most delegates 
said they were only able to concentrate on their local area because of the need and finances.  Many ideas and much 
discussion was shared on ways to support local needs and services.  We are most fortunate to be able to support local 
needs and be able to reach beyond our area in service to others. Thank you all for your generosity. We are indeed 
blessed. 

 

May 

$150  

Family Crisis 
Center 

May 

$150 

Respite Care 
Adult Day 

Service 

June 

$200 

Andover Newton 
Seminary 

June 

$200 

Habitat for 
Humanity (local) 

June  

$200 

The Missionary 
Society 
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(NACCC website – For more information on Word Alive – http://www.naccc.org/missions/wordalive.aspx) 



ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH, CONGREGATIONAL NEWSLETTER       7 

 

 

HCNS Update 

 Submitted by Myrna Koonce, HCNS Director 

 

The nursery school ended the year on a very positive note: at full enrollment, 
with all teachers continuing next year, and in a financially sound position. 

Our May 17 Open House was well-attended, with 10 families coming to 
experience the classroom setting and talk with the teachers while their children 
explored the materials.  

In May, we also had some visitors to our school. Parent Jen Nadeau a beekeeper, brought in an observation hive of 
honey bees, as well as sections from a hive that had beeswax and honey. We learned a great deal about the jobs and 
habits of honeybees. Elijah Kellogg member Sharon Kirker generously brought baby goats Buster and May to visit both 
classes, and they were a big hit as they leaped about and snuggled on the children’s laps. We learned that some goats 
can be fussy about what they eat! 

A trip to Mitchell Field at the end of May combined both the MWF children, with many parents, and our Time for Twos 
families. It was a beautiful day, with low tide as we arrived, and we spent hours making discoveries, jumping the “orange 
river” and creating castles, towers, and habitats for periwinkles and crabs.  

Our last day celebration on June 3 went off well. All 21 children and their families were there, and we were able to give a 
warm send-off to the 16 children who are leaving us for kindergarten and home-schooling. The combined classes 
performed the show of “Home for a Bunny” and sang their songs like pros! 

Our gardens are now fully planted, and all of our seeds have come up. We have already begun picking kale and 
strawberries and look forward to sugar snap peas in the near future. Families have chosen weeks when they will take 
care of the gardens, so the children will be involved in the whole growing cycle. We will be installing a new composter 
near the trash shed behind the Fellowship Hall, which we hope will make it more convenient to reach and use in all 
seasons. 

Looking ahead, we are full for the fall in the MWF class, but still have a few openings in the TTH (2-day) class. Please pass 
the word along to anyone you know who is looking for a preschool for their child aged 3-5. 

I am grateful for the wonderful staff we have had this year: Denise Perry, Debra Yates and Debra Streadwick. We have 
become a strong team, with many complementary talents and gifts, and we are excited to be working together again 
next year. 

Finally, I would like to once again thank everyone in the church for the many ways you have supported us, including 
giving to our scholarship fund and annual fund, donating supplies and recyclables, answering questions, repairing items, 
and giving guidance on policy issues. Special thanks to Cindy Lavan for great communication about church and nursery 
school intersections; to Pastor John for his constant support and presence at our nursery school events; to the Trustees 
for approving our new composter; to Linda Clement for giving us the book Home for a Bunny, which we used in our 
show; to Dave Luce for assisting us with long-range planning questions; and to George Patterson and Bruce Myer for 
fixing problems and keeping us informed about work being done on the building. 

Wishing you many blessings this summer and beyond, 

Myrna Koonce 

Director, HCNS 
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