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Patriotism…. 

This July marks my third 
anniversary as your Pastor 
and Teacher. And from the 
beginning, one of my favorite 
things to do each year has 
been to attend the annual 
reading of our nation’s 
Declaration of Independence 
on July 4th – outside our First 
Meeting House. 

Sam Alexander, and others, 
give a stirring rendition of the 
Declaration. David Hackett 
also gives a strong telling of 
our church’s and town’s role 
in a Revolution that gave birth 
to the idea of the United 
States of America, a country 
where all citizens and 
immigrants are “created 
equal” and “endowed by their 
Creator with certain 
unalienable rights,” among 
them “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.” 

It is always good to engage 
the subject of “patriotism,” and 
always good to consider a 
proper love for one’s country. 
Especially as citizens of that 
country relate to their fellow 
citizens in country and the 
world. 

And it is always good and 
proper to love one’s country. 
To champion its best ideas 
and ideals in the lives of all its 
people. 

But it is also good and proper 
to have a “lover’s quarrel” with 
one’s country. To challenge 
all ideas and ideals that give 
rise to pain and grief and 
destruction, our own as well 
as that we visit on others in 
other nations. Patriotism is 
not, and never is, as simple 
as… “my country, right or 
wrong.” 

These words belong to the 
Reverend William Sloane 
Coffin: “There are three kinds 
of patriots, two bad, one good. 
The bad ones are the 
uncritical lovers and the 
loveless critics. Good patriots 

carry on a lover’s quarrel with 
their country, a reflection of 
God’s lover’s quarrel with all 
the world.” 

In these days of celebrating 
our country’s Independence – 
against a backdrop of church 
killings and controversy over 
flying Confederate flags – we 
do well to consider and 
champion our country’s best 
ideas and ideals; to grieve our 
distance from our best, and 
the terrible destruction that 
results; and resolve to do our 
best to bridge the distance 
between our ideals and reality 
– for our people, and all 
people, in this world. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

John 
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

We went on a different kind of Mission trip visiting Heifer Farm in Rutland, Massachusetts.  It was a wonderful 
opportunity to learn more about Heifer International’s mission and how they are achieving their goals.  We had a 
tour of the farm, including their Global Village where we participated in hands-on activities in various regions 
around the world.  We milked a goat, spun alpaca wool into yarn, and compared store bought eggs with farm 
fresh eggs.  We even fed the hogs the egg shells and were able to scratch their bellies and hear them snore!  
Thank you for supporting this trip, it was amazing! 
 
CASUAL SUNDAYS 

 
During the summer months our children meet for a casual gathering each Sunday enjoying a mini lesson along 
with books, games, and crafts.  The basement room is set up with alternate craft projects, supplies, as well as 
games for indoors and out.  It is a casual 45 minutes to spend with the youth as you see fit.  
 
The sign-up is in Fellowship Hall and there are still spaces available.  Will you join our summer team?  
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Help us spread the news that our VBS is August 3-7 from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon.  With the theme of Animal 
Crackers we will explore how people, animals, and plants live in harmony as God’s good creation.  
 
We are in need of a few donated items. The list is on the next page. The sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall along 
with a sign-up sheet for Snack items. If you can donate but can’t make it to church, send me an email and I will 
mark your donation down. denise@elijahkelloggchurch.org  Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 

 

mailto:denise@elijahkelloggchurch.org
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We have a few needs and are asking for donations:  

24 - Quart Mason Jars (or similar size) 24 – 4 oz. Mason Jars (or baby food 
jars with lids) 

24 -White Paper Lunch Bags 

24 – Un-sharpened pencils Raffia (or tan string) Box of Latex Gloves 

Egg Cartons (cardboard only) 50 – white paper plates (thin) 24 – Styrofoam Eggs 

24 – Empty 2-liter soda bottles Bag of potting soil 24 – Plants or seeds for terrariums 

Small pieces of wood  (woodworking) Box of roofing nails (big heads) Clear contact paper 

Assortment of fresh leaves shapes Bag of felting wool 24 – Travel-sized bars of soap 

24 – dowels (12” in length) 24 – cup hooks (with screw end) Doilies 

24 – wooden spoons 50 – clothespins 25 – Craft sticks (wide) 

 

Some photos from our trip to Heifer Farm! 
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News from the Board of Missions 
   By Janice Maranda 

The Community Supper in June, sponsored by the Mission Board, was a success and the members of the 

Harpswell Post of The American Legion, which will share a portion of the profit, were delighted and excited to 

be there and participate.  Close to 150 meals were served and the leftover ham and vegetables were 

delivered by Bill Corkhill to The Soup Kitchen at MCHPP.  

 A big THANK YOU to the pie bakers for your delicious contribution.  The Legion also brought 20 homemade 

pies with them so we had a pie bonanza!   We had so many pies left that the decision was made to sell them 

and donate the monies to the Legion.  $100.00 in pie money was raised for them.    

Permission was given for the Legion to have a donation jar available at the dinner and it resulted in over 

$100.00 in money for the veterans’ Christmas party. The net profit from this dinner was $865.24.  A portion of 

that will also go to the Legion toward the celebration for our veterans at Togus.   

Positive feedback has praised, not only the food, but the 

community atmosphere that evening.   Another big THANK YOU 

to everyone who worked on and participated in this event.   

In other news - Rev. Carson has heard from Rev. Charles Nyane, 

of Word Alive mission in Ghana. Rev Nyane visited with us in July 

of last year and preached at a Sunday service.  Ghana is in crisis 

and help is needed for the mission’s work.  The Board decided to 

send $300.00 to Rev. Nyane and Word Alive Ministries.  Our 

prayers go with it.    

It was also decided to give $200.00 to the Salvation Army 

Summer Camp Program and $200.00 to The Gathering Place in 

Brunswick. 

The Board of Missions will not meet in July or August so Happy 

Summer everyone!         

 

 

$200

Salvation Army Summer Camp

$200                     
The Gathering Place

$300

Word Alive

Deacons’ 
Benevolent Fund 

The Board of Deacons 
voted on Tuesday,        
June 9th, to make a $700 
donation from the 
Deacons’ Benevolent Fund 
to support the Mid Coast 
Hunger Prevention’s 
Summer Food Programs. 

Donations to support 
future gifts from the 
Benevolent Fund for food, 
heat, or other needs of 
those in our community 
can be made in the 
envelopes in the pews. 

Thank you all for making 
this possible. 

 

The Board of Deacons 
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CUPCAKES –  

 

 

CUPCAKES- CUPCAKES! 

 

We need lots of cupcakes 

for the Chicken Barbecue on 

Saturday, July 25, 2015.  

Last year, about 350 

cupcakes were eaten! 

  

Please sign up on the list in 

the hall and deliver your 

cupcakes that afternoon 

before 4 PM. 

Thanks!  

Susan Anderson, 

Chair of this year’s 

Chicken BBQ 

  

Every year for the past few years, we have had a 
raffle at our annual Christmas by the Sea Holiday Fair.   

  

We’ve had two amazing doll houses, a great back 
yard shed, a hand-crafted maple table, lovely 

handmade quilts and, last year, a 50/50 raffle. These 
raffles have brought in proceeds ranging from a high 
of $4,723 to a low of $1,330, all considerable returns 

for the fair. 

  

At this point, we do not have a volunteer to plan and 
make a raffle happen this year.  

  

If YOU are willing to work with us and help accomplish 
a raffle, please call us and we will share this 

responsibility together. 

 

  

Thanks very much! 

  

Ruth Smith  833-6246        Linda Clement  729-8563 

  

HOLIDAY FAIR INFORMATION 
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Thank you for another successful Barn & Bake Sale!   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make this annual fundraising event a 
success. The day was beautiful and the overall profit will be close to $4,000. 
This annual event is a primary fundraiser for the day-to-day needs of the 
Church. Special thanks to Louise Huntington and Carrier Bubier, this year’s 
Co-Chairs.  
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Volunteer Help Needed this 
summer 
   By MCHPP 

 
 

You can help provide food for today, and hope for tomorrow! 
 

Hungry neighbors in our community need your help to feed their families. Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program has a 
number of initiatives that work to address the widespread problem of food insecurity. Volunteers play a vital role in 

fulfilling our mission- by preparing meals, distributing groceries, picking up donated food, and a variety of other tasks. 
This year we also have an opportunity in Harpswell, serving lunches to kids at our new Summer Food Service Site at Faith 

United Methodist Church! 
 

With the number of people we serve continuing to rise, volunteers are needed now more than ever. Please contact 
Laurel Koepke, Volunteer Coordinator, at volunteer@mchpp.org or call 725-2716 x19 to discuss opportunities that fit 

your schedule, interests, and skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 MORE HOLIDAY FAIR INFORMATION 

Each year for the past few years, we have had a raffle at the annual Christmas by the Sea holiday fair.  We’ve had two 
amazing doll houses, a great back yard shed, a hand-crafted maple table, lovely handmade quilts and a 50/50 raffle.  
These raffles have brought in proceeds ranging from a high of $4,723 to a low of $1,330, all considerable returns for 

the fair. 

At this point, we do not have a volunteer to take the lead to enable the raffle to take place this year. If YOU are 
willing to work with us and help plan a raffle, please call us and we will share this responsibility together. 

Thanks very much! 

Ruth Smith -  833-6246 

Linda Clement -  729-8563 

 


