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Soundings 
by Pastor Dalene Fuller Rogers 

 
Companions on the journey, 

Reading the scriptures is a spiritual 

disciple that many Christians and 

Jews believe to be a central means 

of coming to an understanding of 

God’s presence in the world and in 

their lives. As a pastor who has led 

Bible studies and retreats focused on 

biblical passages, I have heard many 

people express frustration with 

reading the bible. Understanding the 

language of the translation being 

used, being unfamiliar with the 

cultural and historical conditions the 

authors were immersed in, and most 

importantly, determining how these 

stories, initially shared orally, inform 

us how to live faithfully in today’s 

world. 

The popular website Bible Gateway 

has at least 60 English translations of 

the Hebrew and Christian scriptures. 

Biblical scholars consider some 

translations to be more true to the 

original written text than others. In 

seminary, we were required to use 

the New Revised Standard Version 

for all our scholarly papers. 

Nevertheless, using a translation that 

makes the bible easy to understand 

is what’s important.  

 

Our current lectionary cycle of 

Sunday readings is drawing upon the 

Gospel of Luke. In the first chapter of 

Luke, v. 37, the author said, “For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” 

I cite this particular verse because I 

believe it is key to understanding and 

interpreting what the Hebrew 

scriptures, the Gospels, and the 

Letters mean for each person’s 

spiritual growth and development, 

and for discovering the guidance we 

each seek in living as Kingdom 

people. God has given us creative, 

discerning minds to gain a 

perspective we can apply to the 

goodness and evil we encounter in 

the world. 

 

Biblical stories, particularly the 

parables Jesus told to teach a moral 

or religious lesson, build upon God’s 

overall desire for us to recognize the 

holiness of all creation, and our 

interconnectedness with all of that 

creation. When we read the bible 

free of bonds of separation from 

each other and the land, water, air, 

plants, trees and all the unseen that 

exists in the universe, we give 

ourselves permission to embrace 

Luke’s wisdom that “nothing is 

impossible with God.” Of course, a 

key part of that sentence is “with 

God”. 

 

The clarifying question for us to ask 

when attempting to apply biblical 

teaching to our circumstances is not 

“Is God on our/my side?”, but rather, 

“Am I on God’s side?” When we 

pray for guidance and wisdom before 

taking action, we can begin listening 

by imagining what would expand, 

renew, or restore the Kingdom of 

God as revealed in the life and 

ministry of Jesus the Christ? What 

will widen our/my circle of 

compassion? Who is being left out? 

What part of God’s creation could be 

damaged by our/my choices? What 

fears are holding me back? 

 

Everyone can apply a Christ-like 

response to challenging questions 

and conditions when we imagine the 

world as Christ wants it to be. Let’s 

place our hope and prayers in Christ, 

and act upon his dreams of a better 

world. 
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Faith & Family                                                   
By Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & 
Outreach 
 

 
 

Our 2nd Annual Mission Week was a huge success!  While in Maine, the mission group from 
Pennsylvania camped out in our church for just 5 days, making a huge impact on 13 different 
organizations in our community. They have been a huge inspiration of giving and loving 
selflessly.   
 
The volunteers, from both Pennsylvania and Maine, worked tirelessly.  There was a kitchen crew 
who process donations at the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program (MCHPP), who baked 
desserts for Harpswell Aging at Home (HAH), made soup for Elijah Kellogg Church's SOUPERS 
program and supervised the Summer Lunch Program run through Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program.  There was a cleaning crew who made the Gathering Place sparkle.  There were 
landscapers who weeded, planted, and pruned for Harpswell Community Garden, Tedford 
Housing, and Independence Association.  The was a hardscaping crew who created a campsite 
for Harpswell Scouting Association and built bridges for Harpswell Heritage Land Trust 
(HHLT).  There was a maintenance crew who cleaned headstones at Hillcrest Cemetery and 
removed bushes for Harpswell Neck Physical Education Program (HNPEA).  And if that wasn't 
enough, in their spare time they weeded the gardens around the Elijah Kellogg Church and 
rakes the outdoor classroom for Harpswell Community Nursery School (HCNS) located on the 
church grounds. 

 

 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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Mark your calendar for September 8th, Rally Sunday.  This year we are kicking 
off our new school year with a strong focus on helping others locally and around 
the globe.  We will be joined by Jack McInerny and his wife Kathleen who are the 
Volunteer Area Coordinators for Operation Christmas Child.  Jack will give the 
sermon touching upon this mission. 

Then join us for a delicious bowl of soup while hearing Kathleen share a slideshow 
presentation filled with inspiring stories.   Check out the bar graph, located in the 

hallway, to see the amazing number of donations we have collected so far for the shoeboxes! 
 

This month we are collecting WOW items.  Items can include dolls, stuffed animals, 
 soccer balls, etc.  Remember, it needs to fit inside a shoebox!   

  Sunday school will be starting September 15th.  We are happy to announce that 
 Suzanne Gagne, Alicia Sparks, Kim Brewer, and Denise Perry will all take a Sunday (or 
 2) a month to lead the children on their faith journeys.   

 However, Volunteers are still needed in the nursery!  Can you help?  

 

Don’t forget to grab your  bag …  & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for 
Beatriz!  

 

Women’s Fellowship: 

 
Our first meeting will be Tuesday September 3, 2019 at 11 am in the Fellowship 
Hall. The meeting will be speaker Kim Braley on "Hospice the new Palliative". She 
is a hospice nurse and will try to help us to understand what hospice is, the myths 
surrounding it and the support you and your family can receive. Following the 

discussion we will have lunch. Bring your own sandwich, dessert and drinks will be provided, Following 
that we have our business meeting, Anyone in the church is welcome to attend our meetings or just 
come for the program.  

 
Craft Group: 
Susan Carson and Elly Cary  

 

November 2 Holiday Craft Fair will be here before you know it. We will continue to meet 
on Tuesdays at 10 am downstairs in the craft room or in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a craft 
to make and share. We have made several items and people are working on crafts at home. 

Tuesday October 29th is the day we will meet to price items..  
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Greeters Schedules: 

Ushers Schedules: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Board of Missions: 

There are numerous Missions groups and projects that are supported by Kellogg Church. Some of these 

groups are local or regional and others are national or international. Each month the Board of Missions 

has the privilege of distributing funds to these groups. In August the Missions Board had $1069.86 

available to expend. The following donations were made. 

Midcoast Hunger Prevention (local)                    $225 

Respite Care (local)                         $225 

Fresh Air Fund (national)                        $225 

Happy Life Children’s Home (international)        $225 

Total                 $900 

There are several respite care facilities in our area. Some of those provide long term care and others 

short term. Mid Coast Senior Health provides short term respite stays for individuals suffering from 

dementia. The adult day care center gives caregivers respite by providing a place where loved ones can 

be taken for a few hours or all day. The day programs include social activities, meals, and general care. 

This facility and others in the area are always in need of volunteers and financial assistance. 

 

 

 

 

September: 
  1  George & Jane Perkins 
  8  Arnold & Nancy Bennett 
15  Pat Moody & Dee St. Jean 
22  Joe & Anita Mattingly 
29  Linda Clement & Mickey Maidl 
 

October: 
  6   Bruce & Pat Myer 
 13  Bill & Kay Hunter 
 20  Ernie Machesney & Elizabeth Dyer 
 27  Lew & Krista Hinman 
 

September: 
  1  Ben & Amber Skinner 
  8  Win Gillis & Eric Wohltjen 
15  Patty O’Brien & Paul Carrier 
22  Herb Ferris & Dave Fitzgerald 
29  Rick & Signe Daniel 

October: 
  6   Dana & Chris McIntire 
 13  Joe Mattingly & Lewis Hinman 
 20  Bill Hunter & David Hunter 
 27  Ned Pierce & Susan Anderson 
 
 



 

5 
 

Music Notes: 
Sue Luce, Music Director 

 
 

Was that a Christmas tune you heard coming from the Choir 
Room downstairs?  Yes, it probably was and it really is only 
September!  All our fall and Christmas music is in, and we are 
at it already.  We have 5 new choir pieces for Music Sunday on 
December 15th …including an arrangement of “Mary, Did You 

Know” for the ensemble…and one lively new spiritual for December 22 and a charming arrangement of 
“Little Drummer Boy” for Christmas Eve. It’s all going to be fun to learn as well as to sing for you! 
 
In the meantime, you should find the music for the five Sundays of September enjoyable. Labor Day 
weekend brings the gentle “Grace Alone”, arranged by Tom Fettke.  On September 8, we will do “Walk 
in the Light”.  Composer Mark Cabaniss has incorporated the lively African folk song, “Siyahamba” into 
the middle which will wake you right up!  On September 15, we will bring back a piece we haven’t done 
since 2014, “Then Sings My Soul,” a stirring Mary McDonald arrangement of “How Great Thou Art”.  On 
September 22, you’ll hear “Where the Spirit of the Lord Is” by Pete Carlson.  Arranger Lloyd Larson has 
included lots of syncopation and energy making this such fun to sing.   
We will end the month with a mix of two spirituals, “Standin’ in the Need of Prayer” and “So Glad I’m 
Here”. 
 
One sad part of September’s arrival is that it marks the beginning of the exodus of our summer singers.  
We hate to see them go, but it does remind us that spring will be right around the corner… 
well, maybe around a lot of corners…and they’ll be back with us. As always, we thank you for your 
support, your smiles, and your encouragement. 

Respectfully, Sue Luce 

P.S.  Many thanks to all who helped make our Hymn Sing Sunday in August such a fun event.  Special 
thanks to Darla Richter, our Administrative Assistant, who mined the internet for the best copies of some 
of the older hymns, made countless drafts of the hymn booklet until she got “the one” I liked, and turned 
my five-page script into a real bulletin.  Wait until I start sending her drafts for Music Sunday 

 
Deacon News: 

 
The Deacons and our congregation have been blessed by having Pastor Dalene and Reverend Joe with 
us on Sundays throughout the month of August and providing us with office hours on Wednesdays.  On 
August 25, the Deacons participated in our Hymn Sing Sunday Service by providing readings and 
prayers.  We thank Sue Luce for creating this beautiful service, on such a beautiful Sunday! 

Thanks to all of your very generous donations, we were able to send another check to Bobbi Moody and 
family.  Donations totaled $1,350 collected from our congregation.   

In Johns absence, if you know of someone who could use a phone call or visit, please contact one of 
our Deacons.   We are happy to check in with someone, have a chat, and bring soup!  Also, if you know 
of someone who needs prayers, please contact Susan Ferris and she will add them to our prayer chain. 
If you have any questions, concerns or ideas, please forward them to a Deacon for discussion at our 
meeting, held the first Tuesday of every month. Blessings, Carrie, Carol, Dick, Elly, Paul, Sharon, Susan 
Ferris, Susan Whitman, and Wendy 
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Book Group: 

 

The Education of Hyman Kaplan by Leonard Ross 

Welcome back to all you avid readers. I hope you are looking forward to 
starting our 8th year together for some good reading. We'll meet on 
Sept. 16th (Mon) at 1:00 pm in the EKC parlor. 

-Kathy Goodrich 

 
 

 

 

 

                Rev. Joe & Pastor Dalene 

   Office Hours (10 am-Noon)    Sunday Services 

          AUGUST      AUGUST        
     7th  Pastor Dalene            4th    Dalene Fuller Rogers                
         14th  Pastor Dalene            11th  Dalene Fuller Rogers       
         21st  Rev. Joe                      18th   Joe Connolly         
         28th  a Deacon            25th  Hymn Sing 
 

     SEPTEMBER                                  SEPTEMBER 
         4th  Pastor Dalene                            1st     Dalene Fuller Rogers 
        11th   a Deacon                      8th      Rally Day 
         18th  Pastor Dalene                            15th   Dalene Fuller Rogers  
         25th   Rev. Joe                               22nd   Joe Connolly 
                                         29th   Joe Connolly 
 

      OCTOBER                                     OCTOBER 
         2nd  Rev. Joe                                      6th     Dalene Fuller Rogers 
           9th  Pastor Dalene                                13th   Dalene Fuller Rogers 
         16th  Pastor Dalene                                20th   Joe Connolly 
         23rd  Rev. Joe                                         27th   Joe Connolly 
        30th  Rev. Joe 
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Board of Trustees: 

As of this writing, the interior and exterior painting of the Fellowship Hall, etc. is nearly complete. The 

painter assures us that all work will be complete by the end of August. 

Many of you know of our recent lightning strike. The Trustees are working with local vendors to address 

a replacement of our fire detection and alarm system. This system is necessary for our insurance given 

the age of our Sanctuary. We believe that the cost of replacement will be covered by insurance. 

A new sound system was purchased by the Remembrance Committee. The Trustees are working with 

a local vendor to complete installation which is nearly complete. 

Parking on Sundays – it cannot be stressed enough that EVERYONE needs to consider how and where 

they park. The two boundaries – Parsonage driveway and Cemetery road need to be kept clear! If we 

use common sense and are considerate of others, there should be PLENTY of room left for everyone 

to park safely! If you have any questions, please speak to the Trustees. The Parking Lot “Committee” is 

leading the effort to determine future parking configurations. 

Lastly, a housekeeping item. If you have a key to the church that you are no longer using, please turn it 

in to the Church Office or one of the Trustees. Getting new keys made is expensive and time consuming. 

The alternative is to have all locks replaced and new keys issued. We know there are many keys out 

there! If you haven’t used yours in the last 6 months or longer, please consider turning it in!  

As always, if you have questions or concerns about our historic building and grounds, please let the 

Trustees know. 

 

From the Board of Finance and Treasurer: 

As you can see from the charts on the next page, our year-to-date income shows a healthy increase 
through July.  Notable is the inclusion of the results from our very successful Barn sale and Chicken 
Barbecue.   The results are slightly better than what the Board of Finance had budgeted and expected 
through July which is always good news.  So much of our success is due to the commitment and hard 
work of so many.  Thank you all! 

As this is written in the last week of August, we are dealing with the August 21st lightning strike and the 
difficulties the event caused.  Most important of all, we are blessed that no one was injured, and our 
facilities are secure!  The same cannot be said about our office equipment and fire alarm system.  The 
good news is that while this has been disruptive these are “things” that can be, have been or are being 
replaced.  Our thanks go to Darla Richter our Administrative Assistant and Denise Perry who responded 
quickly by notifying our Trustees and systems providers.  In the absence of our Moderator (who is away 
on vacation) our Clerk and Treasurer have by petition scheduled a Special Meeting of the membership 
to authorize spending some of our reserve funds to replace the damaged systems.  Our insurance policy 
will ultimately cover these expenses (less our deductible).  In addition, while meeting we will be asking 
the membership to authorize the expenses associated with correcting the failure of our water system to 
pass the annual health inspection.  We are grateful to be in a position where we have the reserve funds 
to fund recovery from unforeseen and unplanned events.  Again, many thanks to all for your generosity 
that makes our recovery possible! 
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           Year-To -Date Comparisons         

                2019                
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 Jan  Feb  Mar Apr   May Jun   Jul  Aug Sep  Oct Nov Dec 

Income $23,947 $34,802 $48,535 $68,706 $81,356 $101,156 $124,423             

Expense $20,644 $44,034 $64,400 $83,687 $98,492 $119,641 $139,338              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 
 Income   Expenses 

 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Income $30,816 $44,916 $55,984 $71,241 $81,356 $93,192 $121,682 $132,700 $150,105 $162,723 $188,703 $235,994 

Expense $21,341 $43,888 $65,025 $82,501 $98,492 $116,169 $137,095 $155,887 $175,636 $190,899 $209,821 $228,903 
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                  2017                    

                                        

 $250,000                                       
                                      

 $200,000 
                                      
                                      

 $150,000 
                                  

YTD Income 

  
                                    

                                       
                                       
                                       

 

$100,000 
                                  

YTD Expenses   
                                  
                                  

 $50,000 
                                      
                                      

  $0                                       

    Jan   Feb  Mar Apr   May   Jun  Jul   Aug   Sep  Oct Nov   Dec          
                                         

                                         

  Jan Feb  Mar Apr   May  Jun   Jul  Aug Sep    Oct Nov Dec 

Income $15,723 $29,301 $39,958 $60,132 $70,384 $80,590 $106,375 $120,393 $136,151 $151,592 $185,524 $221,547 

Expense $20,194 $40,812 $58,451 $74,605 $91,474 $108,514 $125,393 $140,632 $158,985 $177,727 $195,978 $217,624  
 
 
 
 
 

 

2016   
$250,000  

 

 

$200,000 
 

 

$150,000  
 YTD Income  
YTD Expenses  

$100,000 
 

 

$50,000 
 

 

$0  
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Income $22,607 $33,267 $52,219 $62,929 $80,000 $98,000 $115,284 $128,591 $141,498 $156,394 $184,219 $211,685 

Expense $19,100 $36,667 $55,202 $70,089 $86,000 $103,000 $119,921 $136,218 $154,981 $171,065 $186,862 $205,855  
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          Christmas By the Sea Holiday Fair 
          November 2, 2019 9 am to 2 pm 
 
The Christmas fair is about 2 months away!  
Be sure you have the date and time marked on 
your calendars! 

 
This year there will be a raffle! Harpswell’s own craftsman 
and church member John Wright is making a 6’ X 3’ table 
made from a sugar maple tree that came from Doc and 
Joan Phillip’s property. The table is almost finished and will 
be moved to the parlor if you’d like to see it. The selling of 
raffle tickets will begin then too, so our summer people will 
have a change to win this beautiful table. Raffle tickets will 
be available in the church office.  

Baked Goods and the Country Store are combining this year 
to be called Country Goods and will be located in Fellowship 
Hall. Thank you to Louise Huntington, Becky Gallery and 
Vangi Sparks for offering to chair this booth. 

Please be thinking about how you would like to help with this year’s fair. Many hands are needed to 
make the fair a great success. Please reach out to any of the chair people listed below if you’d like to 
help in that area. Thank you to all! 

Greeter: Susan Ferris; Luncheon: Pat Moody, Vicky Stevens; Country Goods: Louise Huntington, Becky 
Gallery, Vangi Sparks; Crafts: Elly Cary, Susan Carson; Treasures: Sharon Kirker; Silent Auction: Patty 
and Paul O’Brien Carrier; Signage: Carrie Bubier; Advertising: Darla and Co-Chairs; Set up/take down: 
Linda Clement and Ruth Smith; Money Management: Bill Hunter and Sue Luce; Hotdogs: Kim Braley; 
Parking: Win Gillis; Raffle: Pat Myers; Fair Co-Chairs: Kay Hunter, Mickey Maidl, Linda Gillis 
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Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program Needs You!  
 
We are looking for volunteer drivers to pick up food for distribution. Please consider donating 
one hour of your time to help those in need. We need drivers with a valid drivers license who can lift 
50 lbs. at a time to drive MCHPP’s vans to complete pick-up drives. If you’d like more information, 
please contact Ryan Ravenscroft, Food Bank Coordinator, at rravensc99@gmail.com. Thank you! 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 

 

September 

 Food Bank  

Donation: 

Canned Soup 

  

“LUNCH WITH FRIENDS” STARTS UP AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER 
 
HAH restarts its free community lunches in various locations throughout 
Harpswell. This fall, there will be one luncheon a week rotating through four 
locations. All are on Thursdays except for Orr’s Island Schoolhouse which will 
be on Tuesday. In each location these lunches are open to anyone who 
would like to enjoy a free delicious home cooked meal while meeting new 
people and enriching old relationships. It is also possible to get take home 
meals for others who may not be able to attend or to have HAH deliver meals 
to those who would benefit from them. 
The September dates are listed below: 
 
     Great Island Church of the Nazarene 
     Noon, Thursday, September 5th 
     Merriconeag Grange 
     Noon, Thursday, September 12th 
     Cundy’s Harbor Community Hall 
     Noon, Thursday, September 19th 
     Orr’s Island Schoolhouse 
     Noon, Tuesday, September 24th 
 
FMI: www.hah.community  To check for postponements, call Linda Strickland 
at the Harpswell Town Office at 833-5771. 

mailto:rravensc99@gmail.com
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Living Wholeheartedly in a Time of Uncertainty  

With Dr. Carolyn Anderson 
 

W i n e  a n d  C h e e s e  S o c i a l  
M a i n e  G i r l s  C h o r u s 

 

6:30 PM ♦ $25 
 

    T h e B r u n s w i c k H o t e l  a n d  T a v e r n  
Carolyn is a lifelong teacher and learner, an advocate in the LGBTQ 

community, social work professor, and Certified Daring Way™ Facilitator  
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D a r i n g  G r e a t l y – 9 am to 1 pm 
Workshop with Dr. Carolyn Anderson 

Join us at the Brunswick Hotel and Tavern ($45) 

D a n c e  w i t h  D J  Chad – 3 to 5 pm 
Have fun! The Brunswick Hotel and Tavern ($10) 

 

S U E D E – 7:30 pm 
P e r f o r m s  f o r  C o n c e r t s  f o r  a  C a u s e ! 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Brunswick ($30 in advance, $35 at the door)  
Suede is a consummate entertainer & song stylist. Think Sassy, smooth and simply intoxicating. Think Pop/jazz, naughty 

blues with a sizzling trumpet, think love songs that will make you swoon. Think funny, think wow - what a set o' pipes! 
 
 

                                                                                             M u s i c  b y  G e m m a  C a s w e l l  
                                                                                             &  h e r  D a d  J u d  C a s w e l l 

 

                                                                                9 to 11 am ♦ Brunch 
 

T h e B r u n s w i c k H o t e l a n d T a v e r n  

 

T i c k e t s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e o n A u g u s t 1 s t 

WomenoftheHarborFestival.brownpapertickets.com  
Tickets can also be bought at the door: FMI womenoftheharborfestival2019@gmail.com 
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