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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH WORSHIP — 12/24/2023 — 11:00 P.M.
The Evening Before the Feast of the Nativity of the Christ
Commonly Called Christmas Eve

PRELUDE

THOUGHTS FOR MEDITATION — “Seek not to understand that you may believe, but believe that
you may understand.” — Saint Augustine (A.D. 354-430)

“Christmas gift suggestions: To your enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent, acceptance. To a friend,
your heart. To those in need, service. To all, charity. To every child, a good example. To yourself,
respect.” — Oren Arnold (1900-1980)

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are
home, when the shepherds are back with their flock, the work of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace... to
make music in the heart.” — Howard Thurman, American author, civil rights leader and theologian
(1899-1981)

Welcome and Announcements

Passing of the Peace...
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS — John 1:1-5 (ILV)

[1] In the beginning was the Word; the Word was with God, in the presence of God and the Word
was God. [2] Indeed, the Word was present to God. [3] All things came into being through the Word,
and apart from the Word not one thing came into being. The Word was life and [4] and that life was
the light of all humanity. [5] The light shines in the deepest night, and the night has never been able to
overtake it, to conquer it.

CALL TO WORSHIP — The Lighting of the Christ Candle

ONE: Over the weeks of Advent we have waited and lit candles commemorating hope, peace, love
and joy. This evening we will light the Christ Candle which celebrates the light of Christ

among us.
MANY: The waiting is over. The dreaming has given birth to a new reality.
ONE: The source of our healing has come near. God’s promise has been fulfilled.

MANY: The Advent candles are all lit, forming a circle of light that reminds us of God’s never-
ending love. And so now we light the Christ candle, remembering that Jesus is in our
midst today and always.

(The Christ Candle is lit.)



*HYMN —  Adeste Fideles (O Come All Ye Faithful) INSERT
Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer
SILENCE

Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN—  Away in a Manger INSERT

We Listen For God’s Word
INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE —
A READING FROM THE GOSPELS — Luke 2:1-7 (ILV)

[1] In those days the Emperor Augustus published a decree ordering a census of the Roman world.
[2] This was the first registration and took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria. [3] All went to
their own towns to be registered. [4] And so Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, being a descendant of the house, the family, the lineage
of David. [5] Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was espoused and who was
expecting a child.

[6] While they were there, the time came for her to deliver. [7] And she gave birth to her firstborn,
whom she wrapped in bands of cloth and laid in a manger, a feeding trough for cattle, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

*HYMN — O Little Town of Bethlehem INSERT
THE READING CONTINUES— Luke 2:8-14 (ILV)

[8] Now, there were shepherds in that region, living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. [9] An angel of God suddenly stood before them and the glory of God shone around them— and
they were terrified.

[10] But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for you have nothing to fear; I have come to
bring you good news, news of great joy for all people: [11] to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah. [12] This will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.” [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

[14] “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace

among those with

whom God is pleased,
with those who keep the covenant

'”



*HYMN —  Hark The Herald Angels Sing INSERT
THE READING CONTINUES— Luke 2:15-19 (ILV)

[15] When the angels had left and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let Us go
now to Bethlehem and see this event which has taken place and which God has made known to us.”

[16] So the shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger. [17] Once they saw this, they made known what had been told them concerning the child.
[18] And all who heard it were amazed, astonished at the report given by the shepherds, amazed at
what the shepherds said.

[19] Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart.

*HYMN — Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming INSERT
Christmas Meditation — Life Changes

A LESSON FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES
Isaiah 60:1-3 (ILV)

[1] Arise, shine;
for your light has come,
and the glory of Yahweh, God,
has risen upon you.
[2] For though shadows
shall cover the earth,
and thick night
enshrouds the people,
upon you Yahweh now dawns,
and the glory of God
will appear over you,
and will be seen among you.
[3] And so, the nations
will come to your light,
and the leaders to the brightness
of your dawn.

*HYMN — Silent Night, Holy Night INSERT
*A READING FROM THE TORAH — Genesis 1:1-3

(Please remain standing for this reading, one adapted from the Jewish Publication Society translation
of the Tanakh and the translation by Everett Fox.)

[1] At the beginning of God’s creating of the heaven and the earth— [2] when the earth was
unformed and void, wild and waste, filled with chaos and emptiness, as night reigned over the surface
of the deep, a wind from God, the rushing Spirit of God swept over the face of the waters. [3] And
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.



*HYMN —  Angels We Have Heard on High

BENEDICTION
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE — Joy to the World INSERT
Harpswell Community Radio - WHPW 97.3 FM
Harpswell Community Television — Channel 14
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701
Serving you this evening:
Interim Minister Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly
Pianist Elizabeth Cromwell
Organist Jan Davis
Christ Candle Readers Suzanne Gagne
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Merry Christmas
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https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701
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Away in a Manger

Anon., United States, 1885; st. 3, 1892; alt.
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Mic. 5:2; Luke 2:4-7
|

Phillips Brooks, 1868; alt.
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Inspired by a visit to Bethlehem, Phillips Brooks, minister of
Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia, wrote this hymn for the
Sunday School’s Christmas service. The tune was hastily
sketched by the church organist in time for the service.
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ST. LOUIS 8.68.6.7.686.
Lewis H. Redner, 1868

Alternate tune: FOREST GREEN



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

MENDELSSOHN

Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.

7.7.1.7 D with refrain

Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
Arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
German: anon., 15th century

ES IST EIN’ ROS’ 7.6.7.6.6.7.6.
Tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934 German: Melody, 16th century
Arr. by Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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38 Silent Night, Holy Night

Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848
Tr. Jokn F. Young, 1820-1885

STILLE NACHT Irregular
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Franz Gruber, 1787-1803
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Sleep in heav-en-ly  peace,
Christ, the Sav-ior,is  born!
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Angels We Have Heard on High
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Say what may the tid- ings be, which in-spire Your heaven-ly song.
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Poinsettias and Wreaths
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Given by: In Loving Memory of:

Karin Soderberg

my parents

Pat Moody & family

Henry & Louise Barnes

Nancy Bennett

Mr. Clair Simmons Manchester

Wayne & Nancy Hurst Robin Hurst

Becky Marcos Joan Haley

Sue, Ron & Erica Jane & Dick Collins

Chet & Carrie Bubier Tim Rowe

Linda Clement Mom, Dad, Sue, Nellie & Deane
Linda Clement Weston

Rob Porter

Robert & Elizabeth Porter

daughters Sally Moulton & Beth Muldoon

Mom & Dad Dunlap

Win & Linda Gillis

Robin Hurst

Bonnie & Joe Connolly

Harry & Ruth Scott & Joseph Sr. & Mary Laura Connolly

Jim & Ruth Smith

our parents & Jim’s brothers

Eric & Joy Wohltjen

Howard & Margaret Wohltjen

Martha Richardson

John & Elise Richardson & John & Susan Murdoch

Hub & Kathy Goodrich

our parents Kay & Currier McEwen & Ann & Carrington
Goodrich

Charlotte Clive

my sweet sister Carole Quimby

Kay & Bill Hunter

Bill & Helen Hunter

Dana & Robert Porter & Becky Carson

Elizabeth Porter, Robert Porter & Jean Lum

the Braley Family

the Minot Quartet

Carolyn Gibson

The Rev. Brick Gibson

Gordon Kaufman
Given by:
Aldie Laird

Lorna Kaufman
In Honor of:
my daughters Wendy Van Damme & Molly Davidson

Allen & Meg Tucker

Doc & Joan Phillips

Becky Marcos

our military

Eric & Joy Wohltjen

Peter & Sylvia Gaudet

Chris & Christal Ellis

our Harspwell community




