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“Open doors. Open minds. 
Open hearts.” 

Some time ago, the people of 
the United Methodist Church 
used the words above to 
describe their national 
churches. 

I liked them. They stuck with 
me. (Although they put them 
in a different order: Open 
hearts. Open minds. Open 
doors.) 

Whatever the order, and 
however you put them, they 
seem to me to be important 
characteristics of every 
church, our church included. 

I like to start with “open 
doors,” and as I write, I think 

about the beautiful front doors 
of our church – pictured in 
these pages – being 
beautifully restored for our 
future. 

Doors are important. People 
use doors to come in and go 
out into the world. And it’s 
important that doors be open 
– that our church doors be 
open – to all kinds of people. I 
hope people think of our 
church as a church of open 
doors. 

Next, for me, comes “open 
minds.” I hope people think of 
our church as a church with 
open minds. Minds open to 
the Truth, in the many ways it 
comes, because all Truth 
belongs to God. And minds 
centered on Jesus – Christ 
who is our Way, our Truth, 
and our Life – open to all 

other ways that reveal the 
Truth of God. 

And finally, “open hearts.” 
Hearts open and reaching out 
to others in the world – 
especially those in need. To 
welcome them, to help them 
and to love them – just like 
God and Jesus. 

“Open doors. Open minds. 
Open hearts.” That’s the kind 
of church I want to be a part 
of. 

I hope that you do, too. 

Grace and Peace, 

John 
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

Our SUMMER CASUAL SUNDAYS are going strong each week.  After hearing a mini Bible 
lesson the children share their own insights of how the stories relate to their everyday lives.  
Then games, activities, and crafts are available to them to enjoy both inside and out.  These 
casual Sundays have been a wonderful opportunity for our youth to get to know each other better 
and to appreciate each other’s strengths. 
 
Our VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is taking place August 3-7 from 9:00 am – 12:00 noon.  We 
will explore how people, animals, and plants live in harmony as God’s good creation. We have 
a wonderful group of volunteers helping to lead the games, activities, and crafts.  In addition, we 
are grateful for all the donations of craft supplies and snack items.  The week is sure to be a 
huge success.  Thank you for your continuous support! 

 

Our first FAMILY SUMMER OUTING took place on Cliff Trail in July.  Even with the wet muggy 
weather a small group ventured to the top enjoying the beautiful outlook from the top.  

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, August 30th for a CHURCH WIDE FAMILY PICNIC at Mitchell Field at 11:30am.  
Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy an afternoon at the beach while socializing with others in our church 
community.   

 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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News from the Preservation Committee  
   By George Patterson 

We have been very lucky with the weather so far in the 

restoration process. Many clear days have helped 

expedite the work. Rains seem to be falling when the 

workers are not on site proving helpful for keeping the 

project on time and on schedule. In fact, this good 

weather has allowed for the paint stripping crew to move 

faster than expected. The South Side of the Sanctuary 

has been completed with the front of the Sanctuary 

showing great progress in spite of the detailed work 

around trim, windows, etc. The contractor expects to re-

install the renovated shutters as soon as the sides are 

ready. 

The church sign is down and the sign is at the shop for 

its new paint and gold leafing. This process is known as 

gilding.  

By early August, another contractor will be on site to 

work on strengthening the steeple before stripping and 

painting begin. It is expected a vent will be placed in the 

steeple as well as on the east side gable to allow for 

proper attic ventilation. It has never been vented properly 

and will among other things, help preserve the condition 

of the roof. 

The overgrown shrubbery around the ramp has been 

removed as has the ramp itself. Careful thought and 

consideration have been applied to the design of a new 

ramp in terms of walkway, railings and proper drainage 

and landscaping. The front steps and landing in front of 

the Sanctuary’s main double doors will remain in place 

until early fall, partly to help facilitate the re-building of 

the front doors and work on the transom windows.  

All in all, the Preservation team is very pleased with the 

progress to date and the results so far. We hope you are 

too. If you have any question or concern, please feel free 

to contact us.  

The Preservation Committee: Ashley Braley, Art Dyer, 

Bill Greenwood, Louise Huntington, Janice Maranda, 

George Patterson, Ben Skinner and Ruth Smith 

Christmas by the 
Sea Holiday Fair 

 

We are happy to say that 
preparations are well underway 
for our annual Holiday Fair.  Be 

sure you have Saturday, 
November 7th, marked on your 
calendar.  Try to think of ways 
you can be a part of the fair by 
making an item to sell, baking, 

canning produce from your 
garden, preparing baked beans, 
fudge, or brown bread for the 

country store, helping get 
donations for the silent auction, 
helping to set up or tear down 

the fair, working on the 
luncheon, helping with 

treasures, or parking cars.  You 
can help to make this a 

wonderful, wonderful all-church 
event.  Thank you. 

Linda Clement and Ruth Smith 
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Learn a bit of Harpswell History 

   By Ed Phinney 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I have been asked by several people when I might do another pictorial presentation on Harpswell 
Neck’s early history. I know some of you were present at an earlier program or may have seen a 
presentation on the Harpswell Television channel. If you are interested, or know friends who may be 
interested, we are planning another presentation. 
 
June and I welcome you to our home at 21 Otter Brook Road in Harpswell on Sunday, August 23rd 
at 3pm.  
 
Please RSVP via phone or email if you are interested in attending so we make sure we have 
room for everyone. We welcome everyone who is interested on learning more about early Harpswell! 
 
The title of the program is “Harpswell Neck as seen through your Grandparent’s Eyes.” This is a 
pictorial presentation covering the period of 1875-1960. You will see early steamboats, hotels, 
boarding houses, stores, schools, churches, farms and other images of the period. Commentary on 
how these structures evolved, were destroyed or dismantled will accompany the photos.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 207-725-2438 or email us at 
harpswell@netscape.com.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:harpswell@netscape.com
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Another Great Year at the Annual Chicken BBQ! 
 

Perfect weather, perfect guests and perfectly cooked chicken…summer in Harpswell doesn’t 
get much better than this! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped. Without you, we cannot continue to have such a great 
annual, summer tradition and event. 
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