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HAPPIEST HOLIDAY WISHES TO ALL!   

 

Let there be light… 

It started in the beginning, “when 
the earth was a formless void, and 
darkness covered the face of the 
deep… God said, “Let there be 
light,” and there was light.” (1) 

That light, the light of God, 
continues to shine in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome 
it. (2)  

This is the glory of Christmas. That 
God’s light continues to shine in this 
world, and most wonderfully, in 
Jesus. 

That’s why we light candles at 
Christmas. Can you imagine a 
Christmas without candles? 

Again this year, we’ll have three 
services on Christmas Eve – all with 
candles! – to celebrate the coming  

 

 

 

 

 

of God’s light in Jesus: a Family 
Service with a children’s Christmas 
Pageant at 4 PM; a Service of 
Lessons and Carols with our 
wonderful choir at 7:30; and a 
service of Lessons and Prayers at 
11:30 to bring us in to Christmas 
Day. Please come to one or all of 
them, and bring your family and 
friends. 

I encourage you to light candles this 
Christmas. To see in their light the 
light of God that shines in the 
darkness, especially in Jesus.   

I’ll close by sharing a poem by 
Howard Thurman entitled “I Will 
Light Candles This Christmas”… to 
get you started… 

 

I will light candles this Christmas… 

Candles of joy, despite all sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair 
keeps watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Candles of courage for fears ever 
present,                                       
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed 
days. 

Candles of grace to ease heavy 
burdens,                                      
Candles of love to inspire all my 
living. 

Candles that will burn all the year 
long. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

John     

(1) Genesis 1: 1-3,  

(2) John 1: 5 
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Faith & Family 

       by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

Advent is the beginning of a new year in the Christian calendar, a time of preparation for the birth 
of our Lord.  One way the children will be celebrating this season is by lighting the candles of our 
Advent Wreath each Sunday; the candles that represent hope, peace, joy, and love.  

Christmas carols are an expression of the joy that resides in our hearts, with a rhythm of God’s love, a 
radiance of God’s glory, surrounded by His caring arms, and gift wrapped in His plan for us.  Please 
join us as we share the joy in our hearts, singing Christmas carols to the residence of the Vicarage by 
the Sea on Wednesday, December 17th at 5pm.  

Come listen to our children’s choir, KC-JAM sing “Do You Hear What I Hear” on Music Sunday, 
December 21st during the worship service.   

A Christmas Star pageant will be presented at the Christmas Eve Family Service at 4pm.   Please 
come and share in our celebration of the Lord’s birth.   

Missions Update 

 We have already raised $600 towards Church World Service Blankets, that’s 120 blankets!  We 

will continue accepting donations for this cause until Christmas.  Let’s keep blanketing the 

world with love! 

 Our Thanksgiving Pie fundraiser earned $169 towards our NCAA Child Sponsorship, Beatriz 

Domain.  With a yearly sponsorship of $300 we only have $131 to go!  Thank you for your 

support!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wed, Dec 
3rd/17th - 
Studies in 
Matthew 

6-7pm 

Fri, Dec 12th 

After School @ 
Kellogg 

3-5pm 

Wed, Dec 17th 

Caroling 
@Vicerage by 
the Sea  

5-530pm 

Dec 24, 4pm 
Family 
Service - 
Christmas 
Pageant 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 

 

December Events 
 

 3rd    – Matthew’s Bible Study 6-7pm 

 7th    – Teen Dinner Social 5-7pm 

 12th  – After School Youth Group (ASK) 3:45-5pm 

 17th  – Christmas Caroling at the Vicarage by the Sea 5-5:30pm 

 17th  – Matthew’s Bible Study 6-7pm (final session) 

 21st   – MUSIC SUNDAY KC-JAM  “Do You Hear What I Hear” 

 21st  – Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal 10:15-12(noon) 

 24th  – Christmas Eve Family Service (Pageant) 4pm 
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Christmas Fair Re-Cap 

 by Linda Clement & Ruth Smith, Co-Chairs 

As co-chairs of the Holiday Fair we thank everyone 
for their generous contributions of time and 
energy expended to make this year’s event so 
successful.  At least 84 members and friends spent 
many hours actively involved with planning and implementing arrangements for the fair.  You all truly put 
your hearts and souls into this all-church effort! 

To date, the proceeds total $15,125.00.  A number of people have asked if reports could be made on totals for 
each section.  The following breakdown of the different sections includes only cash and checks received except 
for the Raffle, Lunch and Silent Auction.  The credit card charge for the Raffle, Lunch and Silent Auction were 
determined so those figures are complete.  There is no breakdown of the remaining $645.00 of credit card 
revenues so that is shown by a lump sum.  

Here’s what we have: 

Baked Goods                                                                         $864.00 

Crafts (includes Christmas, Men’s, Dried Flowers)        $2,758.00 

Country Store                                     $567.00 

Treasures                                                                               $4,527.00 

50/50 Raffle                                                                          $1,330.00 

Silent Auction                                                                       $3,352.00 

Luncheon                                                                               $1,369.00 

Credit Card Revenues                                                          $635.00 

Less Miscellaneous Expenses                                             ($287.00) 

Total as of 11/18/14                                                           $15,125.00 

 

A special thank-you to Sharon Kirker for her ingenious idea of the Indoor Yard Sale held the following Saturday 
after the fair. We sold many more items that day which not only helped to lower the amount of things to be 
packed up, disposed of, or donated to other causes, but made an additional $1,000.00 to boot! 

Kudos to all! 
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THE CASUAL 
BOOK CLUB 

 

The book Group will not be 
meeting in December - the next 
meeting will be  

Monday, January 19th at 1 PM in 
the church parlor.   

Book for discussion: "The 
Language of Flowers" by Vanessa 
Diffenbaguh.                     

 

From Your Stewardship 
Committee 

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank all of 
you who have returned your pledge cards for 2015. 
For those of you who have not yet returned your card, 
we want you to know we still look forward to receiving 
your pledges in order to fund the work of our church 
for next year. 

Offering envelopes will be ready for you to pick up in 
Fellowship Hall on December 28th. 

- The Stewardship Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, December 2nd @ 
11:00am, Women’s Fellowship will meet for 

a festive hour of singing Christmas carols and 
swapping holiday cheer, hosted by Janet Davis 
and Sharon Kirker. What a great time for all 
ladies of the church to gather and celebrate 
together as we begin the Christmas season!  
  
Each person is asked to bring a wrapped pot 
holder for the gift exchange and a dish to 
serve at our special lunch. (If your first name 
begins with A-L, please bring a favorite 
appetizer/ hors d'oeuvre; if M-Z, please bring 
some luncheon type sandwiches/"finger rolls" 
to share. [Swapping which food item you bring 
is fair :-) ] 
  
To all of our ladies:  we do hope you will join 
us and share in our fellowship. A brief 
business meeting will follow.  
  

 

The "Christmas by the Sea" BOUNTIFUL BAKE SALE crew (June, Louise, Lindsay 
and Mary) thank all of you who contributed to the success of the Bake Sale on 
November 1st. 

This includes all the callers (ten of them) and everyone who baked items, donated 
contributions or purchased items.  We greatly appreciate your kindness and efforts 
to make it a "bountiful" day.  
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Our Threshold for the Future 
Submitted by George Patterson 

 

The preservation 
project is moving 
forward with the 
expectation that we 
will have a guaranteed 
maximum price by the 
end of the year, all 
within the time line 
established earlier.   

Giving ourselves the time to look very carefully at each part of the 
larger picture has been beneficial. For 
example, we expect to purchase the paint for 
less than 40% of the retail price and we have 
applied for a grant to assist us in reducing the 
over-all cost of steeple work. We are working 
on another application for funds towards the 
over-all cost of the entire project. If these 
efforts are successful, the savings to the church 
will be significant.  

Our relationship with the contractor, Restoration Resources, has proven to be 
beneficial as the details of the work and the associated costs are carefully reviewed 
each week. Our progress is definitely showing our determination to have good results 
for the least amount of money. 

On December 2nd, two of the large windows in the sanctuary will be removed and 
taken to an off-site location to be restored (as have been the shutters).  An insulated sandwich of foam board 
and plywood, painted on both sides, will replace them until they are returned when the other 2 windows will 
follow suit. The insulation in the Sanctuary is already paying benefits as it takes less time to bring that room up 
to a comfortable temperature which means reduced fuel consumption. The parsonage has been insulated in 
both the attic and the basement and the Braley’s report they have already noticed more comfort and can turn 
down the thermostat, again a savings in fuel consumption. 

We hope to have a similar article in upcoming newsletters, and we want to know of your questions and 
concerns. The members of our committee, Ashley Braley, Art Dyer, Ben Skinner, Janice Maranda, John Wright, 
Ruth Smith, Louise Huntington, John Carson and Bill Greenwood, will be glad to be of help.   

Thank you,  

George Patterson 

 
 

 

Winter Weather 
Notice 

 

We will be using the 
WINTER WEATHER 

CANCELLATION PAGE 
at www.wcsh6.com to 

alert membership of 
any church related 

closings. 
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Board of Missions Report 
on Donations to date 
Submitted by Ruth Allen, Board of Missions Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Month Disbursed to Disbursed 
Amount 

January CHANS Hospice $300 

January Spectrum Gen/MOW $300 

February Local Hunger (Harpswell) $300 

February The Gathering Place $300 

March Oasis Clinic $200 

March Pine Tree Summer Camp $200 

March Salvation Army/Summer Camp $200 

April American Red Cross Local $200 

April MidCoast Hunger Prevention $200 

April Fresh Air Fund $200 

May Family Crisis Center $150 

May Respite Care $150 

May Francois Ako & Cameroon Mission $300 

June Andover Newton Seminary $200 

June Habitat for Humanity $200 

June Missionary Society  $200 

July Ministerial Assistance $600 

September Dennysville Cong Church $200 

September  Maine Seacoast Mission $250 

September Tedford Shelter $250 

September Hunger Relief in Kenya $500 

October American Legion Post 171 $200 

October  Seafarer’s Friend $200 

October  Warm Thy Neighbor $200 

November Harpswell Santa Fund $200 

November  Habitat Seven Rivers $200 

November  Coastal Transportation $200 

November Opportunity Alliance $200 

November  Tri-County Literacy $200 

Year to 
Date 

 $7000 

 

The Missions Board extends blessings to 
all for your generous donations to 
Missions in 2014.  

Listed to the right, are the organizations 
the Board has been able to help thus far 
in the calendar year. We still have one 
more month to go and we will be adding 
another $800-$1000 to the total 
disbursed in 2014. We will update you on 
those allocations in the January 
newsletter. 

The Missions Board would like to thank 
you all for your generosity.   

We could not have done it without 

you! 
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Holiday Services: 

 Music Sunday, December 21st @10am 

 Christmas Eve Services on Wednesday, December 24th 

  4:00pm  Family Service 

  7:30pm        Lessons & Carols 

  11:30pm         Candlelight Service 

 

All those who would like to take part in the services, please contact Sue Luce, Denise Perry or Rev. Carson 

Board of Finance Monthly Update 
 Submitted by Dave Luce 

 

We are coming into the last two months of the year.  Everyone, please keep your pledges current.  We just 
had a wonderful church fair which will help us out a lot with our income.  (Fair income will be added to the 
next newsletter update). In that regard, it would be wonderful if we could increase our pledge and plate 
income so we did not have to rely so heavily on the income from the fair to keep us current.  Everyone 
works very tirelessly on the fair, but we are not getting any younger.  Each year it gets more difficult to find 
people who have the time to do all the work that is needed to put on such a successful event.  ---Your Board 
of Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October    2014 

• Income           $150,392 

• Expenses      $165,824 

• Net Loss           -$15,432 

October  2013 

• Income     $144,208 

• Expenses $155,852 

• Net Loss           -$11,644 
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Change is Happening! 

Over the course of the past year, a lot of changes have occurred at Elijah Kellogg Church, all for 
the better.  

Parlor improvements, building improvements, Parsonage improvements and church boiler 

improvements – are just a few things that have changed over the past year. More changes are 
ahead as the Capital Campaign improvement projects begin to kick in.  Yes, change is still taking 

place…even during a Maine winter!  

Keep checking the newsletter and website in 2015 as updates are posted! 

PARLOR BEFORE 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

PARLOR AFTER 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WORK BEING DONE… 

      

 

 

 

 

         

…more to follow        


