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Advancing by Retreat… 

Actually, the title isn’t mine. I’ve 
“borrowed” it from a friend. But you 
can get the gist I’m sure – that we 
can, as individuals and a church, 
advance our lives and our life 
together by spending time… in 
retreat. 

Retreating is good for us. It’s always 
good to take time out, and spend 
some time away, from our routines. 
Stepping back and reflecting – on 
who we are and how we do the 
things we do – is important to our 
stepping forward in this life. To 
becoming evermore the people and 
the church God wants us to be, and 
doing the things God calls us to do in 
new and winning ways. 

I’m planning (with the help of others) 
at least two retreats this spring. The 
first will be for our church leaders, a 
planning retreat for the new year, 
and is scheduled for Saturday 
morning, February 15

th
.                     

 

The second is something we’re 
planning for our Deacons on another 
Saturday, April 12

th
. 

I’m looking forward to both 
occasions. To spending time with our 
church leaders and looking toward 
the future. To getting our acts 
together, and focusing our attention 
on our hopes and dreams for 
ministry. 

And I’m really looking forward to 
spending time with the Deacons (if 
you’ve ever been a deacon, you’re 
invited – “once a deacon, always a 
deacon”). I’m hoping to spend time 
learning about “spiritual gifts” – 
identifying each one’s spiritual gifts 
and putting them into practice in our 
serving God, the people of our 
church and our community. 

Retreating is a good thing. Not just 
for deacons and church leaders, but 
for all of us. I’m always up for a good 
retreat! 

In the coming year, and the years to 
come, I hope we’ll do a lot more 
“advancing by retreat.” Any and all 
ideas will be gladly heard, and 
welcomed. 

Grace and Peace. 

John 

 

 

Matthew 28 Orphanage Mission Trip 

On January 9th, Rev. White and Sandra Golonka 
presented information on the upcoming Mission 
trip to Haiti taking place February 4-14th. To learn 
more, please read the article on 
…………………….…………………………………….Page 4 

 

 

Annual Report Available on-line 
 

The 2013 Annual Report is now available 
on-line in the Member’s section of the 
church website. Go to the 
Boards/Committee page for the link. 

Soundings 
By Rev. John Carson 
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Submitted by George Patterson 

 

The history of our church includes the successful completion of three major projects in 
recent years: 

 The excavation of the Sanctuary basement. 

 The renovation of the parsonage. 

 The addition of Fellowship Hall and kitchen. 

The mission of the church has been greatly enhanced by these efforts. Now it is our turn. 

It is widely recognized by the congregation that our nineteenth century buildings are showing their age, primarily due to the 
deferred maintenance and general wear and tear. In order that these historic buildings will last well into the future, funding 
must be secured so that repairs commence in a reasonable manner. To that end, it is proposed that a Building Preservation 
Committee be established to undertake as many of the needs as possible while involving the congregation. 

 

EKC BUILDING PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

Mission Statement 

Comprised of approximately 8 members, the Committee will examine, evaluate and recommend to the congregation the 
physical needs of our buildings, with emphasis on the sanctuary, to be followed by a plan of repairs focusing on preservation. 

The committee will seek approval of the Congregational Council, and the congregation for the total project. The initial 
priorities may shift due to time, needs and funding restraints. 

The committee will seek evaluations from professional contractors and the costs of work required. It will also create a listing 
of all projects needing attention in a prioritized manner. From the list a general contractor will be hired.  

The committee will remain in place as long as the projects, and funds for the same, are required. 

The committee: 
 

George Patterson Chairperson 

Member EKC Committee Represents 

Bill Greenwood Deacons 

John Wright Trustees 

Ashley Braley Religious Education 

Ruth Smith Women’s Fellowship 

Louise Huntington Finance 

Janice Maranda Missions 

Art Dyer Member-at-Large 

 

Preservation Committee Update 
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$5,150  

$1,100  

$1,307  

$1,600  

$1,530.50  

Disbursements 

Human Services

Youth Ministries

Typhoon Relief

Disaster Relief

Other

 

Submitted by Ellie Patterson 

 

EKC Mission Committee Financial Statement year ending 2013 

The EKC Missions Committee’s full financial report is 
available at the church’s website, 
www.elijahkelloggchurch.org.  A general description 
of disbursements can be seen in the graphic to the 
left but feel free to view the website for a complete 
listing of organizations receiving the church’s aid.  

A total of $10,687.50 was distributed in 2013 with the 
majority of that amount going toward LOCAL human 
service organizations like Tedford Shelter, Harpswell 
Fuel Assistance and Fishing Families of Harpswell.  

Over $2900 was distributed for disaster relief alone 
with the majority of that going toward WORLD-WIDE 
support organizations. 

Thank you goes to everyone on the committee and 
the church’s congregation for helping make all of 
these things possible. 

 

Update from the Phillipines – via email by Rev. Jamie Julian with the Christian Mission in the Far East (CMFEI) 

“These are pictures are from the youth fellowship and Christmas party at the same time thanksgiving. Salamat means Thank 
you. Quinangyana was the venue of the youth fellowship so they need to rush the roofing so they have shade for the 
gathering. And in Hillside was their Christmas party and at the same time their thanksgiving despite of the destruction they 
are thankful that their lives spared by The Lord and they were able to rise again because of your help. They say SALAMAT or 
THANK YOU.” 

      

 

 

 

Missions Financial Distributions 2013 
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

YOUTH PROGRAMS  

Sunday School – The Sunday School program is running strong with a varying number of children in attendance each week.  
They have been filled with God’s love and willing to share it with others.  One example is with Beatriz, our sponsorship child from the 
Philippines.  The children want to hold a bake sale to raise money towards her sponsorship.  We are planning a potluck family night on 
Saturday, February 8

th
 from 5-7pm.  We will be decorating cookies and baking other goodies to sell after the worship service on 

February 9
th

.  We encourage the congregation to join us at our baking night and hope you will support our fundraising efforts too.   

KC-JAM – The choir is currently rehearsing two new anthems, one with a combination of bells and vocals.  The next worship 
performance is scheduled to happen on Palm Sunday in April.  But it you want a sneak preview, join us for our Family Night on Friday, 
March 14

th
. 

 
  

High School Youth Group - Caroline Daniel and Jamie Merriam are making their final preparations for their mission trip to 
Matthew 28 Orphanage, scheduled to depart on February 4

th
 and returning on the 14

th
.  There is still time to support this mission by 

gathering supplies for the orphans.  Together they will be filling two duffle bags full of necessary supplies.  Join us in praying for their 
safe travels and healing presence in Haiti.  

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS PROJECTS   

 On Thursday, January 9
th

 we gathered to hear Rev. Nancy White and Sandra 
Golonka share with us highlights of their upcoming mission trip to Matthew 28 
Orphanage.   This was a wonderful evening, filled with inspiring testimonials of God’s 
good work and a clear picture of how we can help those in need.  Please keep them in 
your prayers. 

 As noted above, we will be focusing on our support on Beatriz this month.  
There are many ways in which you can help.  You can offer baking supplies for our 
family night.  You can help make baked goods to sell, either from home or by joining 
our baking night.  You can purchase those delicious homemade treats at our bake 
sale.  And you can always add your loose change to Beatriz’s collection tin, which is 
always located on the mission table in Fellowship Hall. 

 As we move into March our mission focus will be with the Heifer Project.  
We have plans of filling the ark and other challenges to help raise money for this 
effort.  In addition, we are planning a family night – a night of sharing our talents.  
What talents do you have that you are willing to share?  Can you sing? Play an 
instrument? Recite poetry?  Do you know any magic tricks?  Are you an artist?  Start 
saving your quarters and look forward to a full night of entertainment on March 14

th
.    

With Blessings, 
Denise Perry 

 

 

Family Fun  Potluck -  

Baking our Goods -  

Saturday, February 8th 5-7pm 

Sunday, February 9th  

11am - Noon 

Matthew 28 Mission Dates 

February 4th - 14th 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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Capital Campaign Update 
by Bill Hunter 

 

   

 

 

 

We were all thrilled by the overwhelming approval and enthusiastic support to embark on a Three Year Capital 
Campaign to restore and preserve our historic buildings at the January, 26 Annual Church Meeting.  For that 
vote of confidence, thank you!  

To achieve our $400,000 goal, it will take the participation and prayers of us all.  With that said, we are 
pleased to report that we now have commitments of $222,500 representing 56% of our goal!  There is more to 
do and we look forward to your help and participation as we move forward together to achieve our goal!    

Please contact a committee member for more information: 

Committee Members:  

 Susan Anderson 

 Rev. John Carson 

 Carol Coultas 

 Rev. Brick Gibson 

 Linda Gillis 

 Jane Gott 

 Bill Greenwood 

 Bill Hunter 

 Nancy Hurst 

 Dave Luce 

 George Patterson 

 Joan Phillips 

 Ned Pierce 
 

 

 

 

Committeed 
to date    

$222,500 

Still seeking 
Goal    

$400,000 

 

The 2013 Annual Report is now available on-line 
at www.elijahkelloggchurch.org under the 

Members Section – Boards & Committee page.  

 

The March Newsletter deadline is Wednesday, 
February 19th at Noon! 

 

http://www.elijahkelloggchurch.org/
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Parlor Improvements 
by Kay Greenwood 

 

The Parlor is one of the busiest rooms in the Elijah Kellogg Church. Not only does it serve as a gathering place for families 
before weddings and memorial services but hosts most of our church board and committee meetings. It also serves as a 
library and a major corridor between the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. It is truly a multi-purpose room. 

The space has served us well but the furnishings are showing the wear and heavy usage of the past 14 years. Wallpaper 
is peeling, paint is chipped and the furniture is worn.  The carpet is worn and the lighting is inadequate. Unfortunately it 
is serving as a storage room and the clutter does not give our members or guests the warm feeling that we look for in a 
parlor. It needs our help. 

The Refurbishment Plan was presented to the Church Council and adopted on January 21, 2014. In essence it is 
recommended that the carpet be replaced, the wallpaper removed, ceiling ,trim and  walls painted, the sofa and two 
wing chairs e reupholstered, the lighting be improved, cove molding added, 
window treatments provided and artwork relocated. A larger, appropriate table 
and chairs will be added to better accommodate small meetings. 

A preliminary estimate has been developed by the committee through local 
contractors and suppliers. Two prices were obtained for each item. The estimated 
cost is $10,000 and every means will be used to reduce the price if possible. The 
work will be coordinated by the Board of Trustees. 

The goal is to have the Parlor refurbished by the first of May 2014. The fast 
schedule will hopefully disrupt meetings as little as possible and not interfere with 
the use of the library.  Also it will be available for use in May for the delegates of 
the Maine Association of Congregational Churches spring meeting; their first 
meeting at the Elijah Kellogg Church. 

Remembrance Funds were used for the original furnishings. 

The Remembrance Committee has reviewed the recommendations of the 
committee and voted to provide money for the improvements since this is a 
tangible and appropriate use of the memorial funds. A small plaque may be added 
to the Parlor thanking all those who have contributed to the Remembrance Fund. 
The current balance of $20,000 will be reduced to $10,000. 

To keep the congregation informed of our progress, reports will be included in future newsletters as well as the website. 
Board and committee chairs will also receive status reports at future Council meetings for their members.  

The committee welcomes constructive suggestions. Please contact any member if you have concerns or questions. With 
your help we hope to create a Parlor that will strengthen the Mission of our Church, will be more functional and 
comfortable, and whose appearance will witness our love for the church and community.  

Members of the committee are:  Jim Croft, Linda Gillis, Kay Greenwood, Kay Hunter and Carole Quimby assisting with 
window treatments. 

 

 

 

 

 

In November 2013, the 
Church Council 

appointed a 
committee to prepare 
a plan to refurbish the 

Parlor.  

The goal of the plan is 
to create a warm, 

friendly space that is 
consistent with the 

Mission of the Church. 

 



ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH, CONGREGATIONAL NEWSLETTER       7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


