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“Catch the Joy” 

 

Dear Friends, 

The month of November brings 
our church around to its Annual 
Stewardship Campaign. “Catch 
the Joy!” is our stewardship 
theme for the coming year. 

Did you know that joy is a 
spiritual gift? It’s second, after 
love, on the list of gifts the Holy 
Spirit gives to those who trust in 
God (Galatians 5:22). It’s also 
among the many gifts that Jesus 
promises to His followers, “that 
my joy may be in you, and your 
joy may be complete” (John 
15:11). 

 

 

 

 

Joy is many things. More than 
happiness, joy is something holy 
– a “gift” and “promise” from 
God.  Joy is also an 
“orientation:” an approach to 
life, and a habit of the heart. 

Joy was Jesus’ habit, the habit of 
His heart – to be joyful in the 
Lord. And this is what He prayed 
for all His followers. 

Here at Elijah Kellogg Church, we 
have many reasons to be joyful – 
more than happy – for what God 
has done for all of us. We have 
had another wonderful year of 
life and work together.  

We can all rejoice that God is 
with us! And, that God through 
us, has been able to accomplish 
great things: the growing of our 
ministries, the extending of our 
outreach and our mission  

 

 

 

 

programs, and the restoration of 
our Meeting House. Indeed, “the 
Lord has done great things for 
us, and we are glad!” (Psalm 
126:3). 

I hope that you can “Catch the 
Joy!” Truly, there’s a lot to catch! 
But it’s not enough to catch it… 
We need to share it too! 

I thank you for your love and 
prayers. I thank you for your 
giving of yourselves and your 
support – to the people and the 
work of our church.  

Let’s do it all over again! And be 
ready to catch the joy of what 
God will do – with us, in us, and 
through us – in 2016! 

Grace and Peace, 

John 

 

Soundings 
by Rev. John Carson 
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director 

 

I am so happy to report that we raised $112 at our bake sale on October 4th.  That is enough to send 10 
children to Bible camp in Kenya.  Thank you for helping make this possible! 

 

The public supper on October 17th was the place to be. I wish to thank the people who baked casseroles 
and brownies for the event.  Thank you to those who helped set up, those who served the meal, and 
those who stayed to clean up.  And of course, thank you for those who enjoyed the meal as well.  The 
Harpswell Scouting Association was well represented with Daisy Scouts, Brownies, and Boy Scouts.  
Many people took advantage of the free flu clinic offered by CHANS too.  It was a successful community 
event. 

 

CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA – The Children will be making ornaments to sell at the fair.  All proceeds 
will go towards our Church World Service Blanket mission.  Visit our table on November 7th, and help 
us blanket families with love and hope!  

 

THANKSGIVING PIES – It is time to order your pies for the holidays.  The sign-up is in Fellowship Hall.  
Pies are $12 each.  Orders are due by November 12th.  All proceeds will benefit Beatriz, NACCC 
Philippines. 

Apple Crumb    Pumpkin     Pecan Pie 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bakers Needed – Help us prepare and bake the pies on Tuesday, November 24th from 4-6pm.  A 
sign-up for needed baking ingredients will be available on November 15th. 

 

 

 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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DITTY BAGS – You might be wondering, what is a Ditty Bag?   It’s a sailor's cloth bag for personal 
belongings and/or tools.  Last year Seafarer's Friend distributed over 1,100 ditty bags between the ports 
of Boston, Portsmouth, and Portland.  

 
 

 

What goes into a ditty bag? Anything seafarers find useful: toiletries, mending kits, various smaller 
articles of clothing, first aid kits, etc. 

Help us put a smile on a Seafarer’s face this holiday season.  During the month of November  will be 
collecting:  Gloves, Memo Pads, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Floss, Kleenex, Band-aids, Cologne, Hair 
Brushes, Razors, Pens/Pencils, Knit Hats, Calendars, Shoe Polish, Nail Files, Nail Clippers, Mending 
Kits, Scarves, Playing Cards, Shoe Laces, Shaving Cream, Shaving Lotion, Deodorant, Socks, First 
Aid Kits, and Long Underwear. 

Women’s Fellowship is sponsoring the 
Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Program again 
this year. This is a wonderful program by 
which we take a shoe box home and fill it 
with small gifts for a needy child somewhere 
in the world.  

We will have Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes 
available in Fellowship Hall for the next four 
weeks. Then the shoe box should be 
returned on Sunday, November 8th, the day 
after the fair.   

If you have questions about the program or 
about what you might buy. You can read the 
suggestions on the brochure or come talk 
with us in Fellowship Hall.  Each box costs 
$7 to ship to the child. If you are able, you 
should include $7. If you are not able or 
interested in filling a box, you could also 
donate $7 or more to ship other boxes.   

  

Thank you. Ruth Smith 833-6246 or 
jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net 

Shoe Boxes Anyone? 

Dear Members and Friends of the Elijah 
Kellogg Church, 

Thank you very much for the hospitality, 
patience, encouragement and support you 
have provided me and my family over the past 
few years while employed with the church.  

It has been a sincere pleasure and honor to 
work with everyone at the church. My heart is 
heavy as I leave. I will deeply miss all of the 
teachers, especially Denise. You all should be 
very thankful and proud of the great work Rev. 
Carson is doing. He is a wonderful person to 
work with and I will miss our days together. To 
the ladies and gents of the church, keep up the 
great work you are doing to support the local 
communities. I will miss working closely with 
you all on your projects but I know you will 
continue to move forward with outstanding 
success. 

My best to you all, 

Cindy 

 

http://www.seafarersfriend.org/ditty-bags-5.html
http://www.seafarersfriend.org/ditty-bags-5.html
http://www.seafarersfriend.org/ditty-bags-5.html
http://www.seafarersfriend.org/ditty-bags-5.html
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Stewardship Update 

 

 

It is time for us to start our financial planning for 2016. The Board of Finance is currently gathering 
information from our fellow church boards and committees in order to prepare next year’s budget for 
the work of the church. 

 

The Board is glad to report we anticipate that we will end the year in a healthy financial state. 

 

On November 1st, pledge card packets will be ready for you to pick up after Church service. If you 
are not here that day, your packet will be mailed out to you on November 2nd.  

 

On Sunday, November 22nd, we will meet for our Annual Thanksgiving Breakfast at 9am. This is a 
time when men of the church traditionally thank our congregation for their promises to support the 
life of the church for the upcoming year.  

 

We hope to see you there and thank you for your generosity! 

 

— The Members of the Board of Finance 
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 Christmas by the Sea Fair –  
 

Don’t forget to bid on the many items 
available 

 
during the Silent Auction.  

 
Bidding closes on-line @5pm on  

 
Wednesday, November 4th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work on the exterior of the church continues. 

If you are in the area, please stop by and see the 

amazing progress made over the summer on our 

historic building. 

New changes are still coming!  Please keep 

checking the website for updated information. 

http://www.elijahkelloggchurhc.org/auction-gallery
http://www.elijahkelloggchurhc.org/auction-gallery

