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Soundings
by Rev. John Carson

“Scrooby, anyone?”
(So, what is “scrooby?” And what
does he mean by “Scrooby,
anyone?”)
Scrooby is a small village in the
northern part of the English
county of Nottinghamshire. It is
also the name of a Manor House
in the village that was occupied
William Brewster. And William
Brewster was a leader among a
group of English Separatists who
later became known as the
Pilgrims, our forebears in the
faith.
The Pilgrim band met in
Brewster’s house in Scrooby for
many years for purposes of
friendship, worship and
encouragement. Later, Brewster
was among those who led the
group in pursuit of religious

freedom, first to the Netherlands,
then on to New England in 1620.
In my home church, “Scrooby”
was the name given to small
groups of adults who met
regularly at people’s homes for
friendship, fellowship and
encouragement, in the manner
of our Pilgrim forebears. After
grace, they gathered around a
table to enjoy each other’s
company and encourage one
another in matters of faith and
life.
… And it was fun! And it was
fruitful! And we’d like to try it
here!
This Fall, we hope to gather
groups of 6 (singles and
couples) who will commit to a
“regular” schedule of dinners
(frequency, day and time to be
determined by the group) from
Fall, through Winter and Spring.
Potluck meals would be hosted
by group members in their
homes with a simple agenda of
grace and fellowship.

Our idea (Amber Skinner’s, Dave
Luce’s and mine) is to begin our
endeavor with interested people
at a “Scrooby” Potluck on
Monday, October 19th. We’ll sit
down together, have supper
together, gather as groups and –
over dessert – decide each
group’s schedule going forward.
Sign up sheets will be available
in September through October,
included in Sunday bulletins and
available at Coffee Hour.
Questions may be asked of
Amber, Dave or me!
We’re excited! Scrooby, anyone?
Grace and Peace,
John
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Faith & Family

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director

At our Summer Days VBS we learned how
people, animals, and plants can all live in
harmony as God’s good creation. Thank you to
the host of people who made this camp possible.
Your dedication of time, talent and materials was
were greatly appreciated! We indeed have a
loving and very generous congregation!

Now that autumn is here, it is time to RALLY. We will kick-off our Christian Education programs with
RALLY DAY celebrations on September 13th. Please join us for games, activities, and crafts.
SUNDAY SCHOOL will officially begin on September 20th. We are pleased to announce this year’s
teachers. Please join me in thanking them for their time and service to our youth!
Preschool
Wendy McClenahan & Ashley Braley
Kindergarten – 2nd Grade
Suzanne Gagne & Carrie Bubier
3rd Grade – 6th Grade
Lisa Truden & Susan Carson
CONNECT – A new 6-week study group for Tweens (4th-7th grade) will begin on Sunday, October 18th
at 4:00pm. We will explore Bible themes and how the Bible stories fit together. The BEGINNINGS unit
is filled with quirky teen humor – enough to get kids hooked! To sign-up please contact
denise@elijahkelloggchurch.org.

MISSION OUTREACH - Every year Happy Life
Children’s Home in Kenya holds a CHILDREN
BIBLE CLUB in November. This year they plan to
host more than 300 children from very poor families
and some with no families at all for 4 days. At just $10
per child we would like to sponsor this life changing
event. The Sunday school children will be having a
BAKE SALE on Sunday, October 4th. All proceeds
will go towards sponsoring children to attend the
Children’s Bible Club. For more information about
Happy
Life
visit
their
website
at
http://happylifechildrenshome.com.
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From the Deacons
The Deacons have given $700 to the MCHP “Food for Kid’s”
summer program and $200 to the Town of Harpswell to meet
the needs of local families.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are only a few months away. Last
year we were able to give 24 families gift cards for

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
NEW SEASON
Women’s Fellowship begins
its new season of meetings on

groceries.
We don't have a regular line in the budget for these donations
and must rely on the generosity of the Congregation. We need
your help in order to continue helping our community.
There are envelopes in the pews for donations to the

Tuesday, September 8th
@ 11am
with a visit and talk by
Jay McCreight, our State
Representative and a
Harpswell resident.

Deacon's Fund.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

From the Board of Missions
Ms. McCreight will bring us up
to date on what's happening
in the Maine House of
Representatives such as
current bills under
consideration and will happily
be open to hear your
questions and comments. All
church folk who care to hear
her speak are cordially invited
to join us from
11am - 12noon.
Ladies, bring a friend you to
join us, a sandwich for lunch
(dessert and drink provided),
and lots of ideas and thoughts
for our year ahead!
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Future Opportunities
by William Hunter, Capital Campaign Chairperson

The renovation and preservation of our historic church has seen remarkable progress over the course of 2015.
Obviously visible, the removal of many layers of lead paint followed by priming and then applying finish coats
of non-toxic paint has renewed the simple beauty of the Kellogg Church. The windows were removed, reglazed, repaired and painted and the shutters were stripped, rebuilt and painted. Not so visible was the work
to insulate the ceiling of the sanctuary which has warmed us in the winter and kept the building somewhat
cooler in the just past heat of summer.

Next steps include work on the steeple to ensure its integrity, long life and simple, elegant beauty for years to
come. Following that, the ramp, steps and platform at the front doors will be replaced and the walkways will
also be replaced and improved. In 2016, work will shift to the exterior of our parsonage. The Preservation
committee has been hard at work and extremely active during the process. They obtained bids for the work,
evaluated numerous proposals from interested contractors and ultimately selected Fossel Building Restoration
to complete the scope of the project. Budgets were established and approved by the congregation. To date,
there have been no unseen surprises during the course of the work that could have been expensive to fix.
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Remarkable too were the efforts of the
Capital Campaign Committee and
especially the generosity of our members
and many friends in the community. A
goal of raising $400,000 was established as
the project was proposed, discussed and
approved. This would allow for unseen
and unknown contingencies as the work
progressed. Incredibly, and to our surprise
and joy, we received commitments of
almost $500,000!
It is apparent that the funds you so
willingly gave will exceed the
requirements of the approved project
scope. So the question becomes, “What
should we do with the remainder of the
funds raised?” This question needs to be
decided by our membership. We offer a
recommendation: First and foremost, that
a Building Reserve Fund should be
established to provide for needs that will
likely be faced in the coming years. These
would include funds for additional
preservation work while also providing
funds for other maintenance issues that fall outside the scope of our normal budget process. These could
include replacement of the septic system or a furnace replacement or other unseen and unknown issue.
Beyond establishing the Reserve Fund, there are a variety of important projects that can be addressed and
funded. We ask that you think about those identified below, talk about them and offer suggestions of other
opportunities that will ultimately come before the membership for prioritization and approval. They include:








Refreshing and renewing the interior of the sanctuary. It has been some fifty years since the walls,
ceilings and pews were refinished. Carpets should be replaced, lighting enhanced and fans installed to
assist in heating and cooling the space.
Complete the renovation of the basement under the sanctuary to provide improved facilities for both
Christian Education and the nursery school. This can be a well-designed space to include bathrooms, a
kitchenette and a snack area. This would allow the first floor to be used more efficiently for conference
rooms and perhaps another office.
Replace the Fellowship Hall roofing and add insulation and additional attic ventilation.
Replace the hall and Fellowship Hall carpet.
Improve and/or pave the parking lot.
Can you identify other worthwhile projects?

This is an exciting time in the life of our church! We’ll have important decisions to consider, discuss and make.
Later this year you’ll receive a survey to let us know what should be the focus and priority of the projects that
may be undertaken. Our hope is to present the results of your input at the January, 2016 Annual Meeting.

b
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Christmas by the Sea Fair
by Linda Clement and Ruth Smith, Co-Chairs

This year’s holiday fair is only two months away. Be sure you have the date and time marked on your calendar:
Saturday, November 7th from 9 ‘til 2. Here is a list of the people who have agreed to chair all of the exciting booths. We
hope you will plan a way that you can be a part of the fair. You can prepare items to sell or speak to one of these people
to plan to work in that area at the time of the fair.

















Luscious Lobster Roll and Chowder Luncheon: Pat Moody and Vicki Stevens
Kellogg Kountry Store: Linda and Win Gillis
Bountiful Baked Goods: June Phinney
Creative Crafts: Ruth Allen, Susan Carson, and George Patterson
Elijah’s Treasures: Sharon Kirker
Shhhh! Silent Auction: Pat Myer, Bruce Myer and Lynn Reid
Kellogg Kids: Denise Perry
Delicious Donuts and Coffee: Elly Cary
Signage: Heidi and Morgan Sanford
Advertising: Ellie Patterson and Kay Greenwood
Parking: Herb Ferris
Set up and Take down: Linda Clement and Ruth Smith
Credit Card Sales: Tom Bachman, Brick Gibson and Bill Hunter
Cashiers: Susan Ferris and Betty McCausland
Money Management: Sue and Dave Luce
Holiday Fair co-chairs: Linda Clement and Ruth Smith

Harpswell Community Nursery School News
As the seasons change from summer to autumn, changes are happening at the nursery school. We will be
beginning our school year under new leadership. Myrna Koonce has stepped down from her director position to
pursue a new career as a chaplain. She will be entering the hospital chaplaincy training program at Maine Medical
Center. We are grateful for the love and dedication she has given the nursery school the last 12 years. Under
her direction the nursery school has grown and flourished. Her shoes will be hard to fill! Please join me in wishing
her the best of luck on her new journey.
I will be acting as Interim Director this year. I know it literally takes a village to nurture this small school and I am
depending on our village in the year ahead for continued success. I am very grateful to the Elijah Kellogg Church
for offering us a home and their steadfast support. I am thankful for the help of community organizations, such
as the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust, whose generous grants have “seeded” our gardens and will continue to
be a part of our curriculum in the year ahead. I am hopeful that parents and other volunteers in our community
will continue to share their knowledge and wisdom with us enriching our learning and discoveries. In this year of
transition, I am honored to be a part of this incredible community. Thank you for your ongoing support of our
nursery school!
I feel blessed to be working with such outstanding teachers whose talents and character are of the highest caliber.
Debra Yates and Debra Norton will continue to challenge and inspire the children in their teaching roles, taking
learning outside the box. I am pleased to welcome Lauren Watkinson to our team this year. In addition to teaching
in the MWF class, Lauren will be heading up the nursery school's fund-raising and marketing projects. As a team,
we will continue to play and learn through nature, relying on the resources that are all around us. Harpswell
Community Nursery School will continue to blossom.
With gratitude and high hopes for the year to come,
Denise Perry, HCNS Interim Director
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