
 

 

 

ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH WORSHIP 

February 25, 2024 

Second Sunday in Lent 

 

 

THOUGHTS FOR MEDITATION — “I hear and behold God in every object, yet I 

understand God not in the least...” — Walt Whitman (1819-1892), Leaves of Grass 

(1855) 

 

“The first principle is that you must not fool yourself, and you are the easiest person to 

fool.” — Richard Feynman (1918-1988), Theoretical Physicist 

 

“The characteristic work of Torah teaching that it mediates between absolute theological, 

covenantal claims and the reality of lived life.” — Rev. Dr. Walter Bruggemann (b. 1933) 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Passing of the Peace… 

 

* Call to Worship 

 

ONE:   We are invited to walk with God. 

MANY:  We are welcomed by God as people of the covenant. 

ONE:   How awesome it is to know of the covenant made with humanity by the 

Creator!  God calls us by name and gives us new names. 

MANY:  God summons us to be to be in relationship, to be a faithful people and 

beckons us to participate in the work of the covenant. 

 

* HYMN —  Guide My Feet    INSERT 

 

Reception of New Members  

 

Affirmation of Faith  

MINISTER:    Dearly beloved, do you affirm your faith in God, and Jesus as your 

Lord and Savior? 

CANDIDATES:  I do. 

MINISTER:    Will you make Jesus your example, and take for your rule of life His 

words: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

soul, and with all your mind and strength, and your neighbor as 

yourself?” 

CANDIDATES:  I will. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MINISTER:    In the presence of God and these witnesses, will you give yourself to 

His service, and take this to be your church? Will you promise to walk 

together with them in faithfulness and Christian love? And will you 

promise, as far as you are able, to attend its services, observe its 

sacraments, share in its work, support and benevolence, and make it a 

fruitful branch of the Church of Christ? 

CANDIDATES:  I will, with the help of God. 

 

Owning of our Church’s Covenant (in unison) (Those who are able, please stand.) 

 

We covenant with one another to seek and respond to the Word and Will of God. 

We purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made 

known to us. We hold it to be the mission of the Church to witness to the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ in our Community, the Nation and all the World, while worshipping 

God and striving for truth, justice and peace. As did our forebears, we depend on 

the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us. We pray for the coming of the Kingdom of 

God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life. 

 

Welcome of the Church 

 

Congregation:  We then, as members of this church, gladly welcome you to a part 

with us in the hopes, the labors and the joys of this Church of 

Christ. We promise to walk with you in Christian love, and to 

promote, as far as in us lies, your growth in Christian life. 

 

Prayer of Dedication (New Members and Congregation in unison) 

 

Gracious God, we praise You for your calling us to faith, and gathering us in to this 

Church of Christ. We thank You for all our members and friends, and rejoice that 

You have increased our number. Together, may we live by your Spirit: building up 

each other in love, sharing the life and work of this church, and serving the world in 

Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

Right Hand of Fellowship (Minister and Deacons on behalf of the church)  

 

{The Children are encouraged to leave for Church School.} 

 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 

 

*OFFERING RESPONSE (DOXOLOGY) 

Old One-hundredth 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 



 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 

 

A READING FROM THE TANAKH IN THE SECTION KNOWN AS THE TORAH —  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-17, 19b — Adapted from a translation by Everett Fox 

 

 [1] When Avram, the exalted ancestor, was ninety-nine years old, Yahweh appeared to 

Avram, and said, “I am God, Almighty— or, as it says in the Hebrew, El Shaddai, 

meaning God, the One on the mountain— I am God, Almighty— walk in my presence, 

and be wholehearted, blameless.  [2] And I will set my covenant, make it between Me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly, exceedingly many.”  [3] Then Avram fell face 

down before God and God spoke: [4] “As for me, here— my covenant is with you: You 

shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  [5] No longer shall your name be Avram 

or the exalted ancestor, but your name shall be Avraham or Hamon Goyyim.  (And that is 

Hebrew for the progenitor of a multitude of Nations.)  For I, God, Almighty, have made 

you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  [6] I will make you most fruitful, exceedingly 

fruitful; and I will make nations of you; yes, rulers shall go out from you.  [7] I will 

establish My covenant as an everlasting covenant between Me and you, and your 

descendants after you throughout their generations to come.  I will be God to you and to 

your descendants after you. 

 

 [15] God continued and said to Avraham, “As for Sarai your wife, she shall not be 

called Sarai, but Sarah, (which is Hebrew for Princess — Noble one).  Sarah shall be her 

name.  [16] I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a child by her.  I will bless 

Sarah, so that she shall become nations; rulers of peoples shall come from her.” 

 [17] And then Avraham fell face down again and laughed, and said, “I am a hundred 

years old.  How can children be born to me?  Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 

child?” 

 

 [19] God said, “...your wife Sarah shall bear you a child, who, since you have 

laughed, shall be named Yitzhak, Isaac, Laughter.  I will establish my covenant with 

Yitzhak as an everlasting covenant and for all the descendants who shall follow.” 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC – Create in Me a Clean Heart  (Carl F. Mueller)   

 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS —  Mark 8:31-38 [ILV] 

 

 [31] Then Jesus began to teach them that the Promised One must undergo great 

suffering, be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the religious scholars, be killed 

and after three days rise again.  [32] Jesus said all this quite openly. 

 Peter then took Jesus aside and began to take issue with this.  [33] At that, Jesus 

turned around and, looking at the disciples, reprimanded Peter: “Get out of my sight, you 

Satan!  For you are judging by human standards, not by God’s, setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things.” 

 [34] And Jesus called, summoned the crowd along with the disciples and said, “If you 

want to come after me, if you want to become my followers, you must deny your very 

self and take up your cross and follow in my footsteps.  [35] Those who want to save  

 



 

 

 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

Gospel, will save it.  [36] For what will it gain you if you win the whole world but lose 

your life in the process?  [37] Indeed, what can you offer in return for your soul?  [38] 

Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this faithless and corrupt generation 

will find, in turn, that the Promised One and the holy angels will also be ashamed of that 

person when all stand before our God in glory.” 

 

* HYMN —   If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee  INSERT  

 

SERMON —    An Invitation to Change 

 

Piano Meditation — 

 

Prayers of the People -  

 

SILENCE 

 

Lord’s Prayer (debts and debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen. 

 

* HYMN —  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  INSERT, v. 1, 2, 3 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE — 

       Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  INSERT, v. 4 
     

 

Harpswell Community Radio – WHPW 97.3 FM 

Harpswell Community Television – Channel 14 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701 

 

 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Minister Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly 

Pianist Elizabeth Cromwell 

Reader Ralph Davies 

Ushers TBD 

Coffee Hour Hospitality Committee 

 
 

Pastor Joe’s office hours for the week of February 19th     

Monday, February 26th,  9am – 11am 

 

The Bible Study passage for Monday, February 26th at 11:00 a.m. is: 

Exodus 20:1-17 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Elijah Kellogg Church 
 

 

Robin T. Dwyer 
 

A Vermonter, I married a native Mainer, Kirk Dwyer from Brunswick in 1989. He spent 

decades living in Vermont where we met, married and worked while raising our son Chase, 

now 26, currently residing in California.  

 

Professionally, I spent years in the insurance and hotel industries, selling medical insurance 

and as a corporate and association meeting planner on a national basis respectively; Director 

of Outreach for two political campaigns for governor and senator and taught school with a 

focus on history and english. I also sat on boards for our son's private school and local 

chamber of commerce.  

 

Kirk has been working at top alpine ski racing academies and clubs for close to fifty years. 

He was Headmaster and coach at two schools in Vermont, Executive Director at Vail and is 

currently closing out at Carrabassett Valley Academy at Sugarloaf. 

 

Chase is founder and CEO of Carbon Ridge, a leading developer of modular onboard carbon 

capture and storage solutions in maritime shipping.  

 

In 2011 we purchased our cottage on Potts Point in South Harpswell where I enjoy 

gardening, sailing with family and walking into my sixties with Harper (dog) in tow. I have 

enjoyed volunteering at EKC and look forward to more in the future. Grateful! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Chayka 
 

Mary grew up in Wisconsin and was an elementary school teacher before moving with her 

husband to York in 1974. She and Tom have a son living in Wash. D.C. and a daughter in 

Brunswick. They moved to Brunswick several years ago where they especially enjoy time 

with their two young grandsons. 

Today’s flowers are given by Linda Clement in loving memory of Weston. 

The rose welcomes Ismail Coto, son of Isaac Perry and Ife Cotto 

and grandson of Denise Perry. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

No board or committee meetings scheduled for the week of 
February 26th, 2024. 

 

Hospitality 
 
The Hospitality Committee needs your help hosting coffee hours, please pick a date for 
your Board and Committee to host.  Individuals - get with a friend and host together.  
Members of our committee are always available to help you.  The schedule is hanging 
next to the door into the kitchen.  
 

 

Women’s Fellowship 
 

The next meeting of the EKC Women’s Fellowship will be on Tuesday, March 5th at 
11:00 am in Fellowship Hall.  The program and slide show will be presented by David 
Hunter, titled “Introduction to Quahog Bay Conservancy Programs.” All are welcome to 
attend the program (men and women).   Please bring your own bag lunch.  Dessert and 
drinks will be provided.  This will be followed by our business meeting. 

 
 

Christian Education 
 

Please join the Board of Christian Education for a Lenten mission project.  We will be 
“COLLECTING CHANGE TO MAKE A CHANGE” for Heifer International.  
 

Located in the Sunday bulletin 2/25 and 3/3 will be 
plastic bags for you to collect coins in through Lent.  
The coins will serve those in need, around the world, 
by providing hard-working families with animals.  

These animals will give them a steady source of food, or earn them a reliable income.  
As you fill these bags with coins please pray over this program and the families that will 
be reached.  You can find additional bags for collecting coins in the missions room as 
well as calendars with prayers, activities, and more information about Heifer 
International.  They have been giving families a “hand up” for 80 years, and we at Elijah 
Kellogg have a long tradition of supporting them.  Please return your bags on Easter 
Sunday. 
 
Thank you, 
The Board of Christian Education 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


