
 

 

 

 

ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH WORSHIP 

 

March 24, 2024 - Sixth Sunday in Lent, A.K.A. Palm Sunday, A.K.A. Passion Sunday 

 

Thoughts for Meditation ð ñAs soon as a person does not take existence for granted, but 

beholds it as something unfathomably mysterious, thought begins.ò ð Albert Schweitzer, 

Nobel Laureate (1875-1965) 

 

ñLent is not an event.  It is not something that happens to us.  It is at most a microcosm of 

what turns out to be a lifelong journey to the center of the self.  The purpose of Lent is to 

confront us with ourselves in a way thatôs conscious and purposeful, that enables us to 

deal with the rest of life well. ð Joan Chittister, O.S.B. 

 

ñPalm Sunday reminds us that at the moment of what seems to be the height of the public 

acceptance of Jesus also begins the process of public betrayal, public failure, public 

abandonment.  Only in the mind of God is Jesus a success.ò ð Joan Chittister, O.S.B. 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Passing of the Peaceé 

 

A Time for All Ages and a Call to Worship ð  

 

ONE:   They brought the colt of a donkey to Jesus. 

MANY:   After throwing their cloaks on the colt, Jesus sat on the animal. 

ONE:   As Jesus rode along people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 

MANY:   A multitude of disciples began to praise God joyfully, with a loud voice, 

for all the deeds they had seen.  They said Blessed is the One Who comes 

in the name of our God! 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS (UNISON PRAYER)  

O God, You were with Jesus, the Christ, entering Jerusalem.  Be with us now as we 

remember these events.  You, O God, have sealed the closeness of death and 

resurrection.   And so we thank You for these branches by which we remember and 

ask that You let them become, for us, symbols not of despair but of love.  Bless them 

and bless us so that in using these symbols on this day we may announce in our time 

that Christ has come and that Christ will come again.  Amen! 

 

* HYMN ð  We Are Marching   INSERT 

 

 



 

 

 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

*OFFERING RESPONSE (DOXOLOGY) 

Old One-hundredth 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

{ The Children are encouraged to leave for Church School.}  

 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 

 

A READING FROM THE EPISTLES ð  Philippians 2:5-11 [ILV]  

 

[5] Your attitude must be the same 

   as that which was in Christ Jesus: 

[6] Christ, though in the image of God, 

  did not deem equality with God 

   as something to be clung toð 

[7] but instead emptied self, 

  and took on the image 

   of oppressed humankind: 

  born into the human condition, 

found in the likeness of a human being. 

 [8] Jesus was thus humbledð 

obediently accepting death, 

 even death on a cross. 

 

[9] Therefore, God highly exalted Christ 

  and gave to Jesus the name 

   above every other name, 

[10] so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 

   in heaven, on earth and under the earth, 

 

 

[11] and every tongue should proclaim 

    to the glory of God 

 that Jesus is the Christ and reigns supreme. 

 

* HYMN ð   At the Name of Jesus  INSERT 

 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 

 



 

 

 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS ð John 12:12-16 

 

 [12] The next day the great crowd that had come to the Passover feast heard Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem.  [13] So they got palm branches and went out to meet the Rabbi.  

Then they joyfully shouted 

 ñHosanna!  Blessed is the One who comes 

   in the name of our Godð 

    the ruler of Israel!ò 

 

[14] Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; 

   as it is written in the Psalms: 

    [15] ñFear not, O people of Zion. 

       Look, your ruler comes to you, 

     sitting on a donkeyôs colt!ò 

 

 [16] At that time the disciples did not understand all this; but after Jesus was glorified, 

they recalled precisely these things had been written of Jesus.  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC ð    King of Humility   (arr. James Koerts) 

 

SERMON ð   The Name 

 

A POEMð  

 

Between Parades by Ann Weems 

 

We are good at planning! 

 Give us a task force 

  and a project 

   and we are off and running! 

No trouble at all! 

 

Yes, going to the village and finding a colt, 

 even negotiating with the owners 

  this is right down our alley. 

And how we love a parade! 

 

In a frenzy of celebration 

 we gladly focus on Jesus 

  and generously throw our coats 

   and palms in the path. 

 

And we can shout praise 

 loudly enough 

  to make the Pharisees complain. 

Itôs all so good! 

 

Itôs between parades that 

 we donôt do so well. 



 

 

 

 

From Sunday to Sunday 

 we forget our hosannas, 

Between parades 

 the stones will have to shout... 

  because we donôt. 

 

THE PALMS 

 

Where ere we go, the palms along our way, 

Now on this festival their fronds are showing, 

Lo, Jesus comes to dry our tears today, 

See how to welcome Him the throngs advance 

*Chorus 

 Sing, one and all, the chorus raise, 

 Voicing your happy cry of acclamation: 

 Hosanna! Our Lord we praise!  

 Bless Him who cometh to bring us salivation 

 

He spake the word and nations, slaves no more, 

Joy to regain freedom so long denied them; 

Man enters on the rights he held of yore, 

To them the light that failed He doth restore. 

 

*Chorus 

Sing and be glad, O blest Jerusalem, 

Sing now your sonsô glorious liberation; 

Out of His lore the Christ of Bethlehem 

Grants you the hope and faith that never fail.  

 

*Chorus 

 

Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer 

 

SILENCE 

 

Lordôs Prayer (debts and debtors) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever.  Amen. 

 

* HYMN ð   The Empty Cross  INSERT, v. 1, 2 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE ðThe Empty Cross  INSERT, v. 3 

 

Postlude 



 

 

 

 

Harpswell Community Radio ï WHPW 97.3 FM 

Harpswell Community Television ï Channel 14 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701 

 

 

 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Minister Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly 

Pianist Elizabeth Cromwell 

Reader Meghan Wakefield 

Ushers Becky Gallery & Eric Wohltjen 

Coffee Hour Robin Dwyer 

     

 

 

 

Pastor Joeôs office hours for the week of March 25th:     
Monday, March 25th,  9am ï 11am 

 

The Bible Study passage for Monday, March 25th at 11:00 a.m. is: 
Philippians 2:5-11 

 

No Board & Committee meetings scheduled for the week of March 25th.  
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The flowers today are given in loving memory of Currier McEwen from all of his family. 
 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701


 

 

 

 

 

 


