
[image: image1.png]ijah Kello: urcl ongregational
Elijah Kellogg Church, C tional

917 Harpswell Neck R, Harpswell ME 04079 » 207-833-6026 » www.eljakelloggchuzch.org
g“*‘! Rev. Mr Joseph Conolly, lateim Pastor




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH WORSHIP

March 3, 2024 - Third Sunday in Lent

Communion Sunday

Thoughts for Meditation — “Much learning does not teach understanding.” — Heraclitus (540?- 480?)

“Folks whom I have tried to teach differently refer to God as depicted in the Old Testament as a God of vengeance.  And yet it was the scripture for Jesus and Paul and the early years of the Christian communities.” — Richard Rohr

“‘But...’  I love that word.  Sometimes I think the whole gospel swings on that word (‘I was lost but now I’m found, was lost but now I see’).  It means things can change.  It means we do not always know everything there is to know. It means God can still teach us something.” — Bread of Angels by Barbara Brown Taylor

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Passing of the Peace…
Call to Worship —

ONE:


Let us lift up our eyes to the hills— from where will our help come?  

MANY:

Our help comes from not from the hills but from God, who made heaven and earth.  God invites us to be a partner in covenant.

ONE:


Let us keep God at the center of our lives.

MANY:

Let the people of the earth understand that God is good.  Let the people of the earth praise God!
* INVOCATION
* HYMN —

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence


INSERT

An Order for the Sacrament of Communion
{Note: in the Protestant Tradition we celebrate two sacraments.  Baptism is one.  The sharing of bread and cup is known by several names: Eucharist, Communion and the Lord’s Supper.  All are welcome at the table, including children who may partake of the Sacrament at the discretion of parents, care-givers or guardians.  Note: We use only gluten-free bread for Communion services.}

CALL FOR OFFERING

OFFERTORY

*OFFERING RESPONSE (DOXOLOGY)

Old One-hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Owning Our Church Covenant

We covenant with one another to seek and respond to the Word and the Will of God.  We purpose to walk together in the ways of the Lord, made known and to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the mission of the Church to witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our Community, the Nation and all the World, while worshiping God and striving for truth, justice and peace.  As did our forebears, we depend on the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God, and we look with faith toward the triumph of righteousness and eternal life.
ONE:


Let us confess to God and to one another.  I confess to God and in the company of all God’s people that my life and the life of the world are broken by my sin.

MANY:

May God forgive you, may Christ renew you and may the Spirit enable you to grow in love.

ONE:


Amen.

MANY:

We confess to God and in the company of all God’s people that our lives and the life of the world are broken by our sin.

ONE:


May God forgive you, may Christ renew you and may the Spirit enable you to grow in love.

MANY:

Amen.


SILENCE

PRAYER OF ASSURANCE
ONE:


We have now, brothers and sisters, complete freedom to go into that most holy place, the presence of the living God.

MANY:

So let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a searching faith.
COMMUNION PRAYERS

ONE:


In the beginning, God made the world:

MANY:

Made it and mothered it; shaped it and fathered it; filled it with the seed of all that is good; filled it with life and with song and variety;

ONE:


All that is green, blue, deep and growing;

MANY:

The hand of God created us.

ONE:


All that is tender, firm, fragrant and curious;

MANY:

The hand of God created us.

ONE:


The world belongs to God,

MANY:

The earth and all its people.

ONE:


When the time was right, God sent the Messiah.

MANY:

Sent and nurtured Jesus; reared and risked Jesus; filled Jesus with laughter, tears and compassion, with love, devotion and with anger at injustice.  Jesus, the Messiah, is God’s own Child.

ONE:


Feeder, teacher and healer, lover of the unlovable, the One who touched the untouchable, forgiver of the unforgivable,

MANY:

Jesus, the Messiah, is God’s own Child.

ONE:


Loved by the least, feared by the leaders; befriended by the weak, despised by the strong; deserted by those who listened, denied by friends; bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, writing heaven’s pardon over the earth,

MANY:

Jesus, the Messiah, is God’s own Child.

ONE:


The Word became flesh,

MANY:

Lived among us, and was one of us.

ONE:


When the world became impatient with love

MANY:

Carpenters took up their tools, and made a cross for God’s own Child, fashioned from wood and the skill of human hands, fashioned from hate and the will of human minds.

ONE:


And Jesus was summoned to the judgement hall, an enemy of the state, a danger to the religious authorities, and was judged.

MANY:

Bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh.

ONE:


Jesus died, declaring God’s forgiveness, rose on the third day, transforming death, ascended into heaven and is everywhere on earth.  Then the Holy Spirit came as a seal of the intention of God.

And so set before us on the table are the bread and the cup as we remember that Jesus gave thanks, broke the bread and gave it to the disciples saying: “This is my body which is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, Jesus took the cup, saying: “This is the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.

Consecrate, therefore, by Your Holy Spirit, O God, these gifts, and bless us that, as we receive them, we may be united with Christ and one another, and continue to be faithful in all things.  Amen.

ONE:


Let us now pray, as the saints who have witnessed to us and preceded us throughout the ages have prayed by reciting The Lord’s Prayer...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

ONE:


These are the gifts of God for the people of God, take them in remembrance that Christ died and was raised for you.

(Note: when the elements are distributed it is suggested you partake of the bread when it is received.  This is a symbol of our freedom.  It is suggested we partake the cup together as a symbol of our unity.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

ONE:


In the end as in the beginning, God is God:

MANY:

Loved by us, wanted by us, praised by us, served by us; filling people with gifts of the Spirit, making us whole for the good of the earth.

ONE:


For bread and cup, for this place and this time,

MANY:

Thanks be to God.

ONE:


For the peace which is not of this world,

MANY:

Thanks be to God.

ONE:


For the hope of heaven on earth and the final song of joy,

MANY:

Thanks be to God.
INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE

A READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES IN THE SECTION KNOWN AS THE TORAH IN THE WORK KNOWN AS EXODUS —
Exodus 20:1-17 (ILV)


[1] Then God spoke these words and said, [2] “I am Yahweh, God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage;


[3] “do not worship any gods except me.


[4] “Do not make for yourselves any carved images or likenesses or anything in heaven above or on earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth [5] and do not bow down or serve them!  For I, Yahweh, am a jealous God, and for the parents fault I punish the children, the grandchildren and the great grandchildren of those who turn from me; [6] but I show kindness to the thousandth generation of those who love me and heed my commandments.


[7] “Do not utter the name Yahweh or misuse it, for Yahweh will not acquit anyone who utters God’s Name to misuse it.


[8] “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy!  [9] Six days you will labor and do all your work.  [10] But the seventh day is a Sabbath for Yahweh.  Do not work on that day— neither you, nor your son nor your daughter, nor your workers women or men, nor you animals, nor the foreigner who lives among you.  [11] For in six days Yahweh made heaven and earth and the sea and all that they hold, but rested the seventh day; that is why Yahweh has blessed the Sabbath day and made it sacred.


[12] “Honor your mother and your father, so that you may have a long life in the land that Yahweh, your God, has given to you.


[13] “No murdering!


[14] “No adultery!


[15] “No stealing!


[16] “No giving false testimony against your neighbor!


[17] “No desiring your neighbor’s house!  No desiring your neighbor’s spouse or worker— female or male— or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor!”

* HYMN — 

O God the Creator

INSERT

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE

A READING FROM THE GOSPELS — 
John 2:13-17 [ILV]


[13] Since it was almost the Passover, a feast celebrated by the Jewish people, Jesus went to Jerusalem.


[14] In the temple Jesus saw people selling cattle, sheep, and doves— pigeons— and money changers seated at their counters.  [15] Making a whip out of cords, Jesus drove them all out of the temple— even the sheep and the cattle— and overturned the tables of the moneychangers, scattering their coins.  [16] The Rabbi then confronted those who were selling doves, pigeons and said: “Take all these things out of here!  Stop turning the house of God into a market!”  [17] The disciples then remembered these words from Scripture (quote): “Zeal for your house consumes me.”

SPECIAL MUSIC —
As We Break the Bread
(arr. Jay Althouse)
MEDITATION —


What Really Counts

Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer
SILENCE

* HYMN —


God Is Working a Purpose Out

INSERT, v. 1, 2, 3
BENEDICTION
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE —










God Is Working a Purpose Out
INSERT, v. 4
Postlude

Harpswell Community Radio – WHPW 97.3 FM

Harpswell Community Television – Channel 14

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7960701
	Serving you this morning:

	Interim Minister
	Rev. Mr. Joseph Connolly

	Pianist
	Elizabeth Cromwell

	Reader
	Susan Whitman

	Ushers
	Becky Gallery & Eric Wohltjen

	Coffee Hour
	Hospitality Committee


Pastor Joe’s office hours for the week of March 4th:    

Monday, March 4th,  9am – 11am

The Bible Study passage for Monday, March 4th at 11:00 a.m. is:
Ephesians 2:1-10
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Prayer Requests for March 3, 2024
At home…


Hope Tanguay


Connie Henry


Bill Menz



Pat Moody




In nursing homes…


In assisted living…


Sam Wright


Ernestine Machesney

Joan Phillips

David Ferris


Tom Jones














Away…


Richard Haley


C V Noyes





Sick, in the hospital or rehabilitation…
Recovering from illness or surgery…

Dana Porter Carson

George Perkins
Grieving…

Family of Jim Smith



Family of Gary Anderson


Family of Paul Standridge

Thanksgivings…

The Perry Family, new baby Ismail


The Pastoral Search Committee

Special concerns…

For the people in the paths of storms and fires

Emergency responders / Health care workers / Essential workers…

Praise God for our partnership with WHPW and Channel 14!

Please keep those named above in your prayers. If you have any questions, or would like others to be prayed for, please contact Susan Ferris, Chairperson of our Prayer Circle.  
Susan can be reached at 666-3247 or sueherb@myfairpoint.net.

Hospitality

The Hospitality Committee needs your help hosting coffee hours, please pick a date for your Board and Committee to host.  Individuals - get with a friend and host together.  Members of our committee are always available to help you.  The schedule is hanging next to the door into the kitchen. 

Women’s Fellowship

The next meeting of the EKC Women’s Fellowship will be on Tuesday, March 5th at 11:00 am in Fellowship Hall.  The program and slide show will be presented by David Hunter, titled “Introduction to Quahog Bay Conservancy Programs.” All are welcome to attend the program (men and women).   Please bring your own bag lunch.  Dessert and drinks will be provided.  This will be followed by our business meeting.

Christian Education
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CORNED BEEF SUPPER

—— March 9, 2024 —
o ‘

CORNED BEEF, PARSLEY POTATOES, CABBAGE, CARROTS, AND
FRESH DINNER ROLLS WITH BUTTER
DRINKS: GREEN PUNCH, WATER, COFFEE, TEA
DESSERT: SHAMROCK PUDDING
PRICE: $14 FOR INDIVIDUAL, $7 FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS OLD

$25 FOR FAMILY OF 4 OR LESS (INSIDE SEATING ONLY)
PAY BY CREDIT, CASH, OR CHECK

DOORS OPEN LOCATION: ELUAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD

S5PM - 7PM | tusesnen. ve

FMI: 207-833-6026





The Christian Education Board is looking for donations for wrapped candy for the upcoming Easter egg hunt in March.  

Please consider donating any candy as long as it is wrapped. 
There will be a box labeled "Easter Candy Donations" located in Fellowship Hall.
Please join the Board of Christian Education for a Lenten mission project.  We will be “COLLECTING CHANGE TO MAKE A CHANGE” for Heifer International. 
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Special flowers are being planne for Easter Sunday.

1fyou wish t0 order flowiers in honor of, o i loving memory of  loved one,
please filn your information below.

rders are due by Tuesday, March 12+, and may be put n the Flower committee’s mailbox outside of
the church office, or you may give it 0.2 member of the committee. Comittee members are: Susan
‘Anderson, Eizabeth Dyer, Christal Elis, Becky Gallry, Kathy Goodrich and Judith Starton

The plants are available for $10.00 each.
Easter Lies
Daffodis

Tulips Please choose color preference for Tuips: No color preference

Vellow
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In loving memory of

Inhonar of:

Given by Phone #

We ask that you please pick up your plants after the Easter service, or within a
week after Easter to take home, or give to a recipient.




Located in the Christian Education room will be plastic bags for you to collect coins in through Lent.  The coins will serve those in need, around the world, by providing hard-working families with animals.  These animals will give them a steady source of food, or earn them a reliable income.  As you fill these bags with coins please pray over this program and the families that will be reached.  You can find additional bags for collecting coins in the missions room as well as calendars with prayers, activities, and more information about Heifer International.  They have been giving families a “hand up” for 80 years, and we at Elijah Kellogg have a long tradition of supporting them.  Please return your bags on Easter Sunday.

Thank you,

The Board of Christian Education
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Board and Committee meetings scheduled for the week of March 4th:
Christian Education              Monday, March 4th @ 7pm
Women’s Fellowship           Tuesday, March 5th @ 11am

Deacons                                 Tuesday, March 5th @ 7pm
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Save the date!

Annual Meeting Overview

Did you miss the Annual Meeting? If so, these are the decisions that were made by the members present:

*The Church will continue its covenant membership in Habitat For Humanity/7 Rivers Maine, Inc.

*The approved 2024 operations budget is $218,256.

*The approved 2024 capital budget is $107,335. ($41,000 is reimbursable from a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) grant.)

*The 2024 capital projects are:

1) Upgrade Sanctuary Sound System - $6,221.

2) Parsonage Renovations - $38,611.

3) Security Upgrade - $41,000. (Reimbursable From DHS Grant)

4) Church Kitchen Flooring Replacement - $21,503.

*Authorized various boards/committees & the Treasurer to spend funds from dedicated accounts for the specific purposes associated with each account.

*Authorized the Congregational Council to establish a committee to update the Church by-laws and present a proposed updated document at the 2025 Annual Meeting.

*Elected the following individuals to serve as officers, Congregational Council At-Large Member, board &  committee members for the terms indicated:

-Moderator(1-year): William E.(Ned) Pierce

-Clerk(1-year): Sheila Bohlin

-Assistant Clerk(1-year): Eric Wohltjen

-Treasurer(1-year): Nancy Simboli

-Assistant Clerk(1-year): Amber Skinner

-Congregational Council At-Large Member(2-years): Ruth Smith

-Board of Deacons(3-years): Signe Daniel, Karin Soderberg

-Board of Trustees(1-year): Chris Bradley, David Luce

-Board of Trustees(3-years): David Fitzgerald, Bill Walker

-Board of Finance(3-years): Suzanne Gagne

-Board of Christian Education(3-years): Ken Chutchian, Sally Moulton

-Board of Missions(3-years): Susan Anderson, Gail Johnson

-Music Committee(3-years): Linda Gillis, Sue McIntire

-Flower Committee(1-year): Christal Ellis

-Flower Committee(3-years): Becky Gallery, Kathy Goodrich

-Hospitality Committee(3-years): Robin Dwyer

-Head Usher(1-year): Eric Wohltjen

-Auditor(2-years): Lew Hinman

