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Soundings
by Rev. John Carson

“Remember, I am with you always,
even to the end of the world.” Mt
28: 20
Most stories have a beginning, a
middle and an end. But not the
Easter story.
Most people think the Easter story
ends… with Jesus’ resurrection. But
Jesus’ resurrection… is really just
the beginning.
This year, the lectionary leads us to
the Easter story told in Matthew’s
Gospel. And if we read it carefully,
Matthew’s story does not end…
with an ending. For me, Matthew’s
Easter story ends… with a new
beginning, and a promise.
In Matthew, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary come to Jesus’
grave as the day is dawning. There
is an earthquake! And an angel of
the Lord descends from heaven,
rolls back the stone over Jesus’
grave… to reveal an empty tomb!
And then, the angel says these

words: “Do not be afraid; I know
that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. He is not here; for he
has been raised from death, just as
he said…”

The Living One who goes before us
writes it new each day. And every
day brings opportunity to meet the
One who goes before us… and join
Him in His love and work.

“Go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has been raised from the dead,
and indeed he is going ahead of
you… There you will see him.’ This
is my message for you.”

Not an ending, but a new
beginning. And with Jesus’ promise,
too.

And isn’t this Good News? That the
Easter story does not end, but
continues! That not only is Jesus
raised from death – by the power
and glory of God, but that He goes
ahead of us – in life! That He goes
on ahead of us… to meet us in all
the places that we live and work…
as a Risen Lord and Savior!

I am with you always, even to the
end of the world.”

This was true not only for Jesus’
first disciples; it is true for us as
well. They met Him in their
everyday, just as He promised. They
felt His Spirit in their living; His
power in their love and serving. And
so it is – and can be – for every one
of us!
The Easter story is not “over” when
Easter Day is passed. The Easter
story never ends!

“Remember,

Happy Easter!
John
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Please join us for worship during Holy Week…
and bring your friends and family!
April 13

7pm

Tenebrae Service on Maundy Thursday in our Meeting House
(Prayers, Songs and Readings by candlelight)

April 14

Noon

Good Friday Service of Reflection in our Meeting House
(Readings and Resources for Quiet Meditation)

April 16

5:45am

Easter Sunrise Service at the Auburn Colony Flag Pole
(A joyful celebration of the Resurrection!)

10am

Easter Celebration in our Meeting House
(Another joyful celebration of the Resurrection!)

Greeters’ Schedule:
April:
2: Joe & Anita Mattingly
9: Dick & Jane Collins
16: The Braley Family
23: Hope Tanguay, Janice Maranda
30: Nancy & Arnold Bennett
BennettBennett

Ushers' Schedule:
April:
2: Amber & Ben Skinner
9: Ashley & Chris Braley
16: William Hunter, David Hunter
23: Patty & Paul O’Brien Carrier
30: Tom Bachman, Eric Wohltjen

Faith & Family
By Denise Perry, Christian Education Director

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Happy Spring! The Christian Education Board has been busy planning for the months ahead. Read to find out more!
Heifer International is a charity organization working to end hunger and poverty around the world by providing livestock
and training struggling communities. During the Lenten season, we encourage everyone – one person, one family, one
congregation, to make a difference in today's world! There are two ways you can help …
1. Fill an Ark! If you would like an Ark to fill (with your loose change), they are located on the missions table in
Fellowship Hall. They are due back on Sunday, April 16th.
2. Buy a Ticket! Our Chance Auction, located in Fellowship Hall will run from April 2-16. What is a Chance Auction?
It is a combination of a raffle and a silent auction. The difference is that each basket has its own ‘Hat’. This allows
the ticket buyer ($1 each) to choose which prize to focus on. Place one or more tickets in the ‘Hat’ beside any
basket that you want to win.
Easter Egg Hunt: Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 15th at 10am. We hope you will join us. We
have a book to share, a craft to make, and refreshments to enjoy in addition to finding over 1000 eggs! It is a wonderful
community outreach! Individually wrapped candy donations are greatly appreciated. Due to allergies, please refrain from
donating candy with peanuts. There is a collection box on the mission table in Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your support!
Parent Support Group: In partnership with Harpswell Community Nursery School, we will
be holding monthly support groups for parents during the school year. The first one will
take place on Tuesday, April 25th from 11am-12pm. The second one is scheduled for
Wednesday, May 10th from 1-2pm. If you (or someone you know) would like to join us,
please come. Everyone is welcome!
Beatriz’s Birthday: Our sponsorship child from the Philippines is turning 17! Please help us
wish her a very Happy Birthday. Please place your birthday card and/or note in the
envelope addressed to her on the mission table in Fellowship Hall.
Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers provides affordable housing opportunities in Brunswick,
Harpswell, Sagadahoc County, and Lincoln County, Maine. Every spring our church commits
to raising funds to support this mission. Here’s how you can help …
1. Buy Treats! The Sunday school will be hosting a Bake Sale on Sunday, April 23rd.
2. Put on Your Walking Shoes! Join the EKC team as we pound the pavement to help build homes in our community.
The spring walk will take place on Sunday, May 7th at 2pm.
3. Sponsor a Walker! Look for an EKC team member’s sponsor sheet!
Kick-off-the-Summer Community Event: On Sunday, June 25th please join us for an afternoon of fun as we play with our
neighbors … kickball, volleyball, basketball, and tennis. Details coming soon!
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“Soupers?!”
Here’s an idea… Let’s make soup for others! Let’s make good soup for our members and friends… to have in times of need,
or enjoy in celebration.
All we need is people who are willing to make soup! (That, and a big, upright,
frost-free freezer to keep it in!)
Here’s the plan… We meet together in the kitchen at church every two or
three months. We make enough soup to enjoy ourselves, and save the rest
for others! Then we label it and put it in the freezer… for others to take to
others in our church family when a need or joy arises.
Sound good? Not only is it something we could do together with all ages.
It’s also something good that we could do for others… that shows our
peoples’ love and care for them.
Are you interested? Are you willing? Then please talk to Reverend Carson, or any member of our Board of Deacons, and
we’ll start things cooking!

From the Deacons:
A big thank you to our Congregation for their donations to the Benevolent Fund! We sent out 21 gift cards to families
during February for the school vacation.

From the Flower Committee:
Our weekly flowers have been arranged by Skillins Greenhouses for many years and we’ve been very pleased with their
lovely presentations and plan to continue using their services. Unfortunately, costs have increased significantly over recent
years and the price was raised. The weekly charge for the flower arrangement is now $40.00. (We have checked with
several other local florists in the area and their prices are comparable with Skillins.)
As always, we will contact you about your arrangement to see if you wish to continue using Skillins for your floral donation.
You may choose to do your own arrangement, or you may wish to order your flowers from another source. If you have
any questions, please see a Flower Cmt. member: Linda Gillis, Kay Hunter, Joan Phillips, Patty O’Brien Carrier, Mickey Maidl.
The Flower Committee has the following Sunday's open for having flowers in church: July 16, July 30, and December 31.
If you would like to have flowers in church in memory or honor of someone on one of those dates, please contact a member
of the flower committee.
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Board of Missions:
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the Board of Missions donated $1400 to various projects and organizations
during the first three months of this year. The major part of those funds has benefited local and regional needs. Those
donations are as follows:
January
American Red Cross (local)

$150

Harpswell Aging at Home

$150

February
Chans Hospice

$250

The Gathering Place

$250

April Food Bank Donation:

Tuna & Canned Meats

March
Oasis clinic

$200

Spectrum Generation Meals

$200

College Guild

$200

During January an attractive brochure, entitled “Ways We Give”, was completed and presented to the congregation.
Copies of this informative brochure will continue to be available in the church entry and also in the pews.

Barn Sale 2017:
The Elijah Kellogg Church will once again be holding its annual Barn/Furniture Sale on Saturday, July 1st from 9-2. Please
remember us when you are doing your spring cleaning, and looking for new homes for your items in good quality condition.
Please keep in mind that antiques are wanted as well as contemporary household items and furniture. We have two
upcoming drop off dates at the barn for your goods on April 30th from 12-2 and May 5th from 3-6. We will also be
renting tables for $20 for folks who would like to sell their own goods. Please call Carrie at 729-6267 to reserve your own
table. Contact Ashley for donation questions and volunteer opportunities at: Ashley.braley@gmail.com or at 837-1334.

Craft Group:
Craft group has started and will be held every Tuesday from 10-12noon. If you have a craft to share, please bring it. If we
cannot have a meeting due to weather or something else we will contact the church that am.
So far we've made adorable snow shoe ornaments and many people are making crafts at home.
We need thin wale corduroy or washable velvet to make card table covers. Each cover will need at least 1 1/3 yard of
fabric. If anyone has some in their fabric stash we would appreciate your donation. You can leave it downstairs in the craft
room. Thank you, Elly Cary and Susan Carson
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From the Board of Trustees:
Happy Spring! – SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, April ? (it depends on ‘ice out’/weather) for the Spring Clean Up. Lunch will be
provided! Stay tuned/Watch your bulletin!
The Board of Trustees has been busy since the Annual Meeting in February! We attended the Church-wide Leadership
Retreat where we collaborated with other Boards and Committees on plans for 2017.
With your blessing, we have contracted with Horch Roofing of Warren, Maine to replace the shingled roof over the Church
Office, Classrooms and Fellowship Hall. We are planning to do this work after the Nursery School lets out for the summer
(approximately 6/22/17) and have the project completed before the Chicken Bar-B-Que!
We have worked with Mid-Maine Forestry of Warren, Maine to prepare a Forest Management Plan for the wooded acreage
we own for the purpose of maintaining this land under Maine’s Tree Growth Tax Law. This results in a substantial savings
for Elijah Kellogg Church.
In addition, we have begun meeting with the new director of Harpswell Community Nursery School, Kim Sanders, in hopes
of streamlining communications between the two groups and solidifying our wonderful relationship.
Finally, we are preparing for the next phase of our Preservation where we will work with the Preservation Committee to
address issues at the Parsonage – mostly exterior siding and painting.
As always, if you see an issue with our facility, please bring it to our attention. Thank you for your support!
Ben Skinner, Dave Fitzgerald, Morgan Sanford & Eric Wohltjen

Women’s Fellowship:
Women’s Fellowship will meet on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Postponed from February due
to inclement weather, our scheduled speaker will be Dr. Phyllis Blackstone, an entertaining storyteller. Phyllis lived in
Harpswell as a child and knows a number of our church members. She is retired from a 43 year career in education with
an emphasis in literacy and language. From first graders to graduate students, storytelling has been her preferred teaching
tool and she continues to enjoy sharing stories with a variety of audiences today. Phyllis plans to tell us the story of the
Alaskan Cedar Tree across from the Kellogg Church. She will add a folktale and personal story to her program as well. The
morning will be followed by lunch (bring your own sandwich; dessert will be provided) and the business meeting. All church
members and friends are invited to attend. Hope to see you there!
The June meeting, on Tuesday, June 6th, will be the annual pot luck at Nancy Hurst's house beginning at 11am. Everyone
should bring a dish to pass. More info will follow in the church bulletin in closer to the date. Hope to see everyone
there! Elly
We are looking for people who are willing to assist with collations. There is always a need for food of all sorts and help
with cleanup. If you are interested in being involved, please call or email Nancy Hurst, Collation Chairperson at 833-2343
or at: hurstnancy@ymail.com.
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Harpswell Community Nursery School:
~ Kimberly A. Sanders
The Harpswell Community Nursery School will hold its annual Run by the Bay 5K Race/Walk
and Kids' Fun Run fundraiser on Saturday, May 6 at Mitchell Field on Route 123 in Harpswell.
The race will take place at 10 am, followed by the children’s ½ mile
Fun Run. There will be pizza from Portland Pie, Wicked Joe coffee,
and bagels from Dunkin Donuts. Wild Oats will be providing cookie
certificates to all Fun Runners! Crafts and activities will start at 8:30
am and Matt Loosigian of Earthjams.com, will be providing the music.
It is sure to be a morning that has a little something for everyone, so
bring your folding chairs, family, and join us either by running or
cheering in support of a great resource to the Harpswell community
in a beautiful, and historic, location in Harpswell.
The fee to participate in the 5K is $20 per person if you register online
at runbythebay.org and $22 on race-day. The ½ mile children’s Fun
Run is free. The first 25 on-line registrants will receive a free
aluminum water bottle.
HCNS fosters early learning through compassion, creativity, and
connections to community, nature, and each other. This event will benefit the school’s scholarship fund and provide
resources for our natural play space and scientific investigations.
To register for the 5K, go to runbythebay.org Race registration will also take place on Saturday, the day of the event, from
8:30-9:30 am. For more information, contact Tahnthawan Coffin at 607-0544.
HCNS Art Show is happening Monday, April 10 thru Thursday, April 13 in Fellowship Hall. Please come check out the
projects that the children have been working on over the winter!

Sweet Adelines Invite to Free Concert:
Two of our congregation, Susan Whitman and Gail Johnson, are members of the Sweet Adelines, Royal River Chorus
chapter.
The dress rehearsal for the May 5th contest in Springfield, MA is at the Freeport High School on April 22 at 2:00 pm. It’s
called Friends and Family, thus all of our friends at the Kellogg Church are hereby invited to this FREE concert.
Our contest songs are barbershop, an art form that uses close harmony, musicality, characterization, and showmanship.
But our repertoire includes pop songs and contemporary music. The barbershop is like the cutting edge of harmony but
we also love songs that aren’t that difficult but are heart-warming or exciting.
We hope you will join us to hear our performance and we’re always open to listen to critiques.
Susan Frost Whitman & Gail Frost Johnson
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Newsletter Survey April 2017
In an effort to update and invigorate our church's newsletter, please answer the following
questions. You can email your responses to: adminassist@elijahkelloggchurch.org, place them in
an offering plate or leave them in the church office.
You will have the opportunity to review and discuss the survey's findings, and to help shape the
newsletter moving forward on April 30, after the morning service.
Many thanks, in advance, for your thoughtful responses!
Do you read the church's newsletter? If so, what do you like best about it?
What do you see as the central purpose of a church newsletter?
In upcoming newsletters, might you be interested in reading:
Highlights from our church's history?
Profiles of congregants and/or church administration members?
Overviews of non-profits the church supports?
Book reviews?
Updates on the church's financial health?
What else would you like to see included?
Are you willing to help with the newsletter?
Gathering information and/or photos?
Writing a paragraph or two?
Proofreading?
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter by mail or by e-mail?
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026

April Events at Elijah Kellogg:
April 2 - Easter Flower Orders Due
- 2-4pm - HCNS Spring Clean-up Party
April 3 - 7 pm - Deacons Mtg., HCNS Board Mtg.
April 4 - 11 am - Women’s Fellowship
April 5, 12,19,26: 7 pm - Cribbage Tournament???
April 6 - 11 am - Bible Study
April 10 - 7 pm - Trustees Mtg.
April 10-13 - HCNS Art Show in Fellowship Hall
April 13 - 11 am - Bible Study
- 7 pm - Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service
April 14 - 10 am - Missions
- 12 pm - Good Friday Service
April 15 - 10 am - Easter Egg Hunt
April 16 - 5:45 am - Easter Sunrise Service at Auburn Colony
- 6:30 am - Easter Breakfast at EKC
- 10 am - Easter Service at EKC
April 17 - 1 pm - Book Group, parlor
April 18 - 7 pm - Church Council
April 20 - 11 am - Bible Study, parlor
April 25 - 11 am - Parent Support Group, parlor
April 27 - 11 am - Bible Study
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