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Dear Friends,
After meeting together, and in
consultation with Pastor John,
and Rev. Dalene Fuller Rogers our
substitute pastor, the Board of
Deacons has developed a plan for
our church to help us sustain our
ministry during John’s transition
back to full health after his
cardiac bypass surgery.
Based on the current medical
advice John has received, we
have arranged pulpit coverage
with Dalene through the month
of April. She remains available for
pastoral
support
and
emergencies as directed by the
Deacons.
By the time of our Church Council
meeting on April 17, we expect
that John will have a date for his

cardiologist follow-up, who will
give him an evaluation of when it
will be safe to begin his cardiac
rehabilitation program. As John’s
doctors advise him of what
activity is prudent, he will begin
gradually to resume aspects of
his ministry.
We are on solid ground
financially to continue pulpit
coverage, and because of all the
ministries of our employees,
members and volunteers, the
Church is running smoothly. Our
Corned Beef Supper will go on as
planned.
Though we continue to miss
John’s physical presence with us
during his recovery, and support
his road to a full recovery, we
owe much of our stability to his
leadership, ministry, and prayers.
He has helped us all to grow
spiritually as the People of God,
and for this we give God our
thanks and praise.

As we go forward, we pledge to
keep you up to date on John’s
progress, and any other news
that directly affects Church
operations. By prayer and God’s
grace, we remain strong and
faithful together.
Grace and Peace!
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

As this newsletter is getting ready to go to print, we will be hosting our annual Easter Egg Hunt with over 1000 eggs
to find! This year we will feature the story God Gave Us Easter, and making jelly bean crosses - all in celebration of
Jesus! Thank you to everyone for sharing the work to make this event a great community social.
UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Tuesday, April 10th, 7-8:30pm – Understanding Anxiety in Children led by Vicky Packard, PMHNP. Anxiety can be a
significant problem interfering with a child’s functional and emotional well-being. We will look at how to understand
your anxious child's reactions, how to respond, and how to help your youngster with tools for success in growing
resilience when faced with these feelings. (For more detail see page 9.)
Thursday, April 19th – Beatriz will be celebrating her 18th birthday! We will be sending cards to wish her a blessed
birthday. If you wish to send one, blank cards are available on the mission table. The package will be mailed to the
Philippines on April 12th.
Sunday, April 29th – Bring your appetite, and your wallet, and buy some goodies at our Bake Sale from 9-11am. Then
put on your walking shoes and join us for the Spring Walk in Topsham at 2pm. The proceeds from our bake sale and
all of our walk sponsors will benefit Habitat for Humanity/7 Rivers Maine.
Thursday, May 10th, 1-2:30pm – Contingency Planning, led by Amy Berube: Join us for coffee and dessert while
enjoying Amy’s presentation of “What happens if something happens to you?”
MISSIONS
Our mission outreach to Heifer International concluded on Easter. We are in the midst of totaling all
the Arks (loose change), the profits from the Zen Bear Honey Tea sale and additional monetary
donations. In next month’s newsletter, we will let you know how many honeybees we were able to
purchase. Thank you ALL for your support!
During the month of April we will be collecting “WOW” items for Operation Christmas Child.
This mission demonstrates God’s love to hurting children in a tangible way by partnering with
churches worldwide to deliver gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of Jesus Christ. On
page 10 of this newsletter you’ll find an order form if you wish to give a monetary donation
towards a soccer ball, doll, or stuffed animal. If you prefer, you can purchase the item(s)
yourself and add to our collection box.
Habitat for Humanity creates successful homeownership opportunities for families with limited
incomes by building sustainable housing and repairing and weatherizing existing homes. As a covenant
church, we will be participating in the Spring Walk to take place on Sunday, April 29th. Please consider
joining our walking team and/or help us collect sponsors. And visit our Bake Sale table before and/or
after the worship service on the day of the race.
Don’t forget to grab your

bag & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz!
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Board of Finance:
The Board of Finance wants to provide you this graphic analysis of our results for 2016 and 2017 along with the yearto-date 2018 results. This year has started with higher than anticipated income as a result of a number of pre-paid
pledges. On the expense side, our severe winter weather and numerous storms have caused unusually high snow
removal expenses. (May those expenses soon be only a memory!)
The Board is still seeking a chairperson or chairpersons to lead our Annual Barn Sale. Many have expressed their
interest in assisting in this worthwhile endeavor but we need volunteers to lead the efforts. Please consider this
opportunity!
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Craft Group:
Craft Group meets the third Tuesday of the month, 9 am-12 pm in the downstairs craft room. (During the summer
we will meet the 1st and the 3rd Tuesdays.) There is always sewing, gluing, or help needed in putting together a
craft. All welcome, hope to see you! Elly and Susan

Board of Missions:
One of the Board of Missions’ goals for the year is to visit some of the sites of recipients of Missions funds. Working
with Christian Ed, we hope to make day trips to such places as The Gathering Place, Oasis, and Midcoast Hunger
Prevention. By visiting these places, we hope to become more informed and aware of the needs of each organization.
During March, we gave $250 to The Gathering Place. The Gathering Place was founded in 2010. It provides shelter
and a safe haven for those who have no other place to go.
We also gave $250 to Oasis. Oasis provides free medical, mental health, and dental care to uninsured and low-income
adults in southern midcoast Maine. As always, we thank Kellogg Church members and friends for their generous gifts
that make our giving possible.

Music Notes:
It seems funny to have Easter so early this year. We usually have a little longer to prepare our special Easter music
after the Christmas season, but our choir is always willing to put in extra time so that we can sing at our best. I hope
you enjoyed our Easter anthems, “This Is the Time to Sing” and “Sing to the Lord”.
For the rest of April, we have a mixture of old and new. On April 8th, we will sing “Glorious Savior” by Cindy Berry.
It is a majestic hymn for the Easter season which we first did for Easter 2012. On April 15, we will do an encore
performance of “Give Me Oil in My Lamp”. Originally a Quaker hymn, this energetic arrangement will stay with you.
The “well-oiled lamp” refers to the Israelites keeping lamps burning near the altar from evening until morning,
symbolizing a ceaseless vigil of praise. On April 22nd, we will do the beautiful “Agnus Dei”, a setting of the Latin
Mass based on John the Baptist’s reference to Jesus: “Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the
world.” It is set with “How Great Thou Art” in an arrangement by Joel Raney. We first performed this on Palm Sunday
2017. April 29th brings a beautiful, sweeping new anthem by Mary McDonald, “God Is All You Need.”
And I’ve been listening to new pieces again. As this newsletter goes “to press”, I am awaiting a new order of music
which will carry us through the summer. Trust me, there will be plenty to celebrate in the coming months.
Best wishes for spring’s arrival soon,
Sue Luce, Music Director
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Remembering our past….
Flora Graves lived in West Harpswell for more than 30 years. She was the grandmother of Ronald Ponziani,
Harpswell's current road commissioner. Mrs. Graves was valedictorian of her high school class in South Paris, a music
teacher and an accomplished musician. She wrote and copyrighted many songs including Moonlight in Harpswell.
The Kellogg Church song was likely written in the middle of the last century. Mrs. Graves first attended the West
Harpswell Baptist Church, but with her husband Fred, began attending the Kellogg Church about 1955. The Graveses
regularly attended Sunday School classes, along with members of the Wilson family. (Information from Ron Ponziani
and Eleanor Willson's scrapbook.)
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Trustees:
The Board of Trustees welcomed two new members at its February meeting: Chris McIntire and Dick Collins.
In 2018, the Trustees will oversee completion of the three capital projects approved at Annual Meeting: replacing
the carpet in the main hallway and Fellowship Hall, painting the church's interior walls, and replacing/upgrading the
auto-start generator.
Upcoming plans for this spring include clean-up of the lawn and church common-areas, such as the old basement,
electrical room in the new basement, shower room, etc.

Women’s Fellowship:
Women's Fellowship will next meet May 1st. Ruth Smith will present a talk and slide show of her trip on the Danube.
All welcome. If staying for lunch bring a sandwich; dessert and drinks will be provided.

Photo Time:
The Deacons, with the help of Denise Perry, are planning to add photos to the church directory. Photos will be taken
the first Sunday of every month starting May 6th. Denise and I will be there after church to take an informal photo.
We decided to do it after church so you do not have to make a special trip. We also want to include our summer
members. There will be no charge. All we ask for is a great smile for the photo! Thank you, Elly Cary
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