+

Elijah Kellogg
Church,
Congregational

April 2019
Newsletter
Soundings
by Rev. John Carson

Easter People
So, what are you doing for Holy
Week? The days of Holy Week are
those between Palm Sunday and
Easter. The days recall the final
days of Jesus’ earthly life and
ministry, His going to the Cross,
and on, to Resurrection.
The events of Holy Week are
sacred to our Christian faith, and
keeping them, with Jesus, is our
calling as His followers. Within
these pages you’ll find several
opportunities to keep these holy
days…
To begin, I encourage you to
attend our Tenebrae Service on
Maundy Thursday evening.
Tenebrae is a service of readings,
candles and communion, set in
the Upper Room, where Jesus and
His disciples shared their Last
Supper. The service recalls the
events that led to Jesus’
crucifixion. It is, perhaps, the most
beautiful and moving of all
services in the church year.

Tenebrae service for this year will
be held in our Meeting House on
April 18th at 7 PM.

The next day, a Good Friday
service will take place in our
Meeting House at noon. The brief
service will be simple, focusing on
Jesus’ last words from the Cross.
Please come for a quiet time of
prayer and reflection on the love
of God revealed in Jesus’ love and
sacrifice.
On Easter Sunday, the first of our
morning services will take place at
5:30 AM (!) – a Sunrise Service at
the Auburn Colony flag pole. We’ll
pray and sing and watch the sun
come up together. Everyone is
welcome. Please join us, and bring
your friends and neighbors.
An Easter Breakfast will be offered
in our Fellowship Hall immediately
following the Sunrise Service.
We’re grateful, once again, to the
Deacons and the men of our
church for hosting this event. And
again, everyone is welcome.
Then at 10 AM, we’ll come
together – one more time – for a
festival of faith and hope! We’ll
celebrate the Resurrection –

the love and power of God
revealed in raising Jesus Christ
from death, and we ourselves,
with Him.
Remember, we are always Easter
people – people of the
Resurrection! But never more
than in these days…
Remember also the importance of
following Jesus to the Cross, for
only in this way can we begin to
understand the power and glory
of God’s love – such love as gives
us Life, and Life to all the world.
Grace and Peace,
John
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Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Faith & Family
By Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

The Christian Education board has been busy planning for the month ahead.
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL is a charity organization working to end hunger and poverty around the
world by providing livestock and training to struggling communities. During the Lenten season, we
encourage everyone – one person, one family, one congregation to make a difference in today's
world! There are a few ways you can help:
1. Fill an Ark! If you would like to follow the 4-week program, building an awareness of global families and
learning why so many of the world’s families – here and in other countries – are hungry, pick up an Ark and
Calendar. They’re located on the missions table in Fellowship Hall. They are due back on
Easter Sunday, April 21
2. Share some spare Change! If you simply want to donate your loose change, there is a glass jar located on
mission table where you can add your spare change.
3. Donate in Someone’s Honor! If you want to honor someone’s on Easter (or some other celebration), you can
write a check to “EKC” with “Heifer” on the memo line. Then grab a greeting card to give the honoree, they’re
located on the mission table.
4. Participate in our Soup Fundraiser! On Sunday, April 7th the Sunday school will be preparing a large kettle of
soup. Purchase your hot, delicious minestrone soup at $5.00 a bowl to enjoy after the worship service OR
enjoy a to-go bowl to take home with you. All proceeds will help buy Gardener’s Baskets, $170 each, which
include tree seedlings, rabbits, chickens, and a hive of bees in addition to training on an integrated farming
approach.
EASTER EGG HUNT Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 20th at 10am. We hope
you will join us. We have a book to share, a craft to make, and refreshments to enjoy in addition to finding
over 1000 eggs! It is a wonderful community outreach! Donations are greatly appreciated and due by
April 14th:



Individually wrapped candy. (Due to allergies, please refrain from donating candy with peanuts.)
This year we are also accepting donations of non-candy fillers too.
Operation Christmas Child – Last year was a huge success collecting goodies for the shoeboxes that
we decided to do it again! During the months of March & April, we are collecting PERSONAL CARE
ITEMS. Please place your donations in the box on the mission table. Thank you!

SUGGESTIONS: hairbrush, toothbrush, bar soap, adhesive bandages, non-liquid lip balm, compact
mirror, nail clippers and file, stick deodorant, reusable water bottles (consider filling with non-liquid items such as hair
bows, bracelets, sunglasses, washcloths, etc.)
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Happy Birthday Beatriz! On April 19th, Beatriz will be celebrating her 19th birthday! We will be sending
cards to wish her a blessed day.
If you wish to send one too, blank cards are available on the mission table. The package will be mailed
to the Philippines on Monday, April 8th.

Habitat for Humanity creates successful homeownership opportunities for families with limited
incomes by building sustainable housing and repairing and weatherizing existing homes.
As a covenant church, we will be participating in the Spring Walk to take place on Sunday, May 5th.
Please consider joining our walking team and/or help us collect sponsors.

WILL BE SENDING CARDS TO WISH HER A BLESSE
Join us as we help our neighbors August 11-16th.
We are thrilled to announce that the Mission Group from Pennsylvania will be returning!
They are eager to volunteer at area organizations and really want US to join them, not
only for the mission work, but also for their evening devotions. I am already setting up
volunteer opportunities all over Harpswell and Brunswick. If you want to participate, even
for just one day, please let Denise know.

Remember to re-cycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz.
The bags are located on the mission table. They can be dropped off in the parking lot of Hannaford
at the Clynk building.
ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE MISSION GROUP FROM PENNSYLVANIA WILL BE RETURNING! THEY ARE
EAGER TO VOLUNTEER AT AREA ORGANIZATIONS AND REALLY WANT US TO JOIN THEM, NOT ON

Women’s Fellowship:
Our next meeting will be Tuesday April2 at 11 am in Fellowship Hall. Our speaker will be
Wendy Van Damme who will do a presentation about her experiences in the Peace Corp.
Anyone is welcome to attend. If you want to stay for lunch, please bring a sandwich. Dessert
and drinks willed be provided.
Hope to see you there,
Elly Cary

Craft Group:
Our next meeting will be Tuesday April 9 at 10 am in the craft room. We still need ideas and people to
provide a craft to make. Feel free to go down to the craft room and use any of the supplies that have been
donated. We encourage people to do crafts at home. If you made something this month and come to
Women's Fellowship please bring your items to share with the group. We hope to find a third leader to
share leading the craft group.
Susan Carson and Elly Cary
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Hospitality Helpers:
Fellowship hours provide wonderful opportunities to gather together after Church. As you
know the Hospitality Committee serves all of the fellowship hours that lack a sponsor. We are
always looking for people to take a Sunday and “do” a coffee hour with our support.
What would really help us now would be if there are people who would be willing to provide
one food item for the table when there is a Sunday with no sponsor? A bowl of apples, a batch
of cookies, crackers and hummus, chips and dip, small sandwiches, anything that would be suitable to share during
coffee hour.
If so, we would like to establish a “Call List” and call someone when we are facing a Sunday without a sponsor. Tell us
what you think, and let us know if you would be willing to add your name on that list. The “Call list” will be posted in
Fellowship Hall on the wall to the left of the serving area.
Thank you.
The Hospitality Committee

Greeters Schedules:
April:
7 Ruth Smith, Marsha Mongell
14 Linda Clement, Becky Gallery
21 Ryan, Courtney & Merritt Ravenscroft
28 Amber & Ben Skinner

May:
5 TBA
12 TBA
19 TBA
26 TBA

Ushers Schedules:
April:
7 Dana McIntire, Chris McIntire
14 Bill Hunter, David Hunter
21 Joe Mattingly, Lewis Hinman
28 Eric & Joy Wohltjen

May:
5 Art & Elizabeth Dyer
12 Bruce & Pat Myer
19 Carol Coultas, Ken Chutchian
26 Ned Pierce, Susan Anderson

Book Group:
Kathy Goodrich
Please join us this April. We meet the third Monday of the month at 1:00 in the church parlor.
We are reading Born a Crime, by Trevor Noah. We welcome new members!!!
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Board of Missions:
One of the Board of Missions’ goals for this year is to visit some of the local organizations or groups that Kellogg
Church supports. In January Diane St. Jean, Betsey Nehf, and Rev. Carson had a tour of Oasis , which is on Baribeau
Drive in Brunswick. The group was very impressed with the medical and dental care that Oasis provides for area people
who have no insurance and are unable to get the care that they need. Oasis is staffed by a team of dedicated volunteer
physicians, dentists, mental health professionals, and other medical personnel. It is a worthy organization that serves
Brunswick, Durham, Harpswell, and all of Sagadahoc County.
During the month of March the Missions Board donations were distributed locally with $200 going to Mid Coast
Hospital Chaplaincy and $300 to The Gathering Place. Those of us on the Board of Missions have the privilege of
deciding upon donations, but all support is made possible by the very generous gifts from Kellogg Church members
and friends.

Music Notes:
The EKC Choir has some treats in store for you in April as we celebrate the Easter
season.
On April 7th, we have a new arrangement of “There Is a Balm in Gilead.” A few weeks
ago, we did a verse from the familiar spiritual as a response and received so many
comments, I thought you might enjoy a fresh arrangement. This one is done by Mary
McDonald, who also arranged “What a Friend”, “Fairest Lord Jesus”, and many other
congregation favorites. This one is fun to sing, and we hope you enjoy hearing it.
On Palm Sunday (April 14th), we will be singing “To the Lamb on the Throne” by Dan Forrest. It incorporates Charles
Wesley’s well-known hymn “Ye Servants of God” and references Revelation 5: 12: “Worthy is the lamb that hath been
slain to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and might and honor, and glory, and blessing.” It is a powerful
piece, and is certainly one of our most challenging selections. Anything by Dan Forrest is difficult…especially for a
choir of our size. However, this group loves a challenge, and we take pride in continually improving our singing skills.
For Maundy Thursday’s moving service of Tennebrae, an ensemble will sing “Shines the Light” by Susan and Lee
Dengler.
On Easter Sunday, we will celebrate with the music of Antonio Vivaldi. “All Earth Rejoice with a Gladsome Voice” is
sunt to one of Vivaldi’s lesser known Canons and is arranged for choir by Hal Hopson. Hub Goodrich said after our
first run through that if Vivaldi’s name weren’t on the score, you could tell it was him immediately.
On April 28th, we will do an encore of last year’s Easter anthem, “Sing to the Lord” by Ken Medema and arranged by
Jay Althouse.
We have many more musical highlights coming as we head into our warmer months, so we will still have our voices
to the grindstone!
We thank you as always for your continued support and appreciation of all our work.
Sincerely,
Sue Luce, Music Director
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Preservation of Elijah Kellogg Church Booklet:
Carol Coultas

Have you got yours? A 16-page booklet that chronicles the
preservation of the Elijah Kellogg Church has been printed and is
ready for distribution.
The booklet traces the founding of the church, and its progression
through the years to the recent, three-year preservation effort.
Bonus -- there are lots of photos!
If your household doesn’t have one, please email Carol Coultas at
ccoultas@pressherald.com and we can drop one off, or send a copy
in the mail for you.

Bible Study…Be Not Afraid!
Every Thursday morning at 11 am, a faithful group of church members and
friends meet in our church’s parlor. We connect and encourage each other. We consider the scripture lessons for the
coming Sunday’s worship. We also have some fun!
The Revised Common Lectionary, a three year cycle of Bible readings, guides our Bible study. A schedule of readings is
provided in advance of every session. The Pastor leads the study, but we always learn from each other!
No experience is required, and you can join us any time. The study ends promptly at noon, and you’re encouraged to
bring friends!
For further information, please contact the office, or talk with Rev. Carson. Everyone is welcome. We’d love to see you
there!

Deacon News:
The Deacons would like to welcome Darla Richter, our new administrative assistant. We are so excited
that you have joined us, and look forward to our time together! Also, new to our Deacons this year,
are Carol Coultas and Wendy Van Damme, and we are also welcoming back Susan Ferris. We thank
the nominating committee who have graciously filled our Board of nine Deacons.
In February, we sent 20 Hannaford Gift Cards to the Harpswell Community School to help families with
snacks and food during February vacation. We have been exploring ways of supporting local groups and
charities through generous gifts from our congregation. Dick Moseley and John will be heading up our Willing Visitors
group, to guide us in making phone calls and visiting folks in need of a cheerful smile and conversation. The Deacon’s
hosted their first coffee hour on February 24th, and had a wonderful turnout of delicious treats to share with our
congregation. We continued the discussion of John’s sabbatical, and finding pulpit supply during his absence. We
were also in the planning stages for the upcoming March 16th Corned Beef Supper with the Flower Committee.
March finds us finalizing details for the supper, in which we served around 150 folks. We would like to thank everyone
who jumped in to help this supper be a huge success, and it is always a pleasure to work with the Flower (cont. pg. 7)
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Committee! John will be away on May 5th, and we have contacted Dalene Fuller Rogers, who will be in the pulpit
with us on that Sunday morning. The Deacon’s will be working with John and Denise to have the Sunday School
children be more involved in the services. We look forward to several folks joining the church on Palm Sunday, April
14th. Please speak to John if you have an interest in becoming a member of the Elijah Kellogg Church. We would love
to have you join us!! The Deacons are still working on pulpit supply for August, September and October. We are
making good progress, and promise to keep you updated as plans get finalized.
April brings us to preparing for Holy Week. We hope that you will join us as we celebrate in a special way the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus.
We hope you have a blessed Holy Week. Carol, Carrie, Dick, Elly, Paul, Sharon, Susan F., Susan W., Wendy

Holy Week Schedule:
Please join us for worship during Holy Week… and bring your friends and family!

April 18

7pm

April 19

Noon Good Friday Service in our Meeting House
(Readings, Reflections and Resources for Quiet Meditation)

April 21

530am Easter Sunrise Service at the Auburn Colony Flag Pole
(A joyful celebration of the Resurrection!)
***

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service in our Meeting House
(Prayers, Songs and Readings by candlelight)

Easter Breakfast immediately following in our Fellowship Hall

***

10am Easter Celebration in our Meeting House
(Another joyful celebration of the Resurrection!)

2019 Capital Plan:
The Board of Trustees has been diligently working on the 2019 Capital Plan. There are a few important projects on
the list for 2019. The proposed plan will be presented at the Roll Call Meeting on May 19th. To learn more about our
plans for 2019, please be sure to attend this important meeting!
Thanks and regards, Eric Wohltjen

Harpswell Aging at Home:
Our home Repair Team has a short wait list now. They’ve just completed their 65th home for Harpswell seniors. They
enjoy the work they’re doing and eager to help more homeowners. The goal of this talented group of senior
volunteers is to keep older adults safer, warmer, and dryer as they age in their homes. Installing handrails, grab bars,
additional lighting, replacing rotten wood on decks and stairs, wheelchair ramps, and adding insulation are just a few
of the many types of work they do.
If you know of someone who might benefit from home repairs, we would appreciate it if you would encourage them
to call Linda Strickland at the Town Office to determine eligibility.
Thank you, Hollie Vanderzee, HAH
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From the Board of Finance and the Treasurer:
If you were unable to attend our Annual Meeting or haven’t yet had the opportunity to
review the Church’s Annual Report for 2018, you may not be aware that 2018 was a
wonderfully successful year for us in many ways. Ten new members joined and were
welcomed into our fellowship; our special fundraising events, the Barn Sale, Chicken Barbecue
and Holiday Fair enjoyed remarkable success; and, because of your generosity, our Board of Missions actively
supported a broad array of important and worthy causes, nationally, internationally and especially locally. We are
blessed to have so many willing members and friends who support and carry out their many volunteer roles.
We accomplished these and many other things while ending the year with a modest budget surplus of $7,091. Our
balance sheet remains strong and is a tribute to our staff, boards, and committees for their thoughtful stewardship
and careful expense control.
Now we’ve begun another year and like in many years past it begins slowly with winter weather affecting Sunday
service attendance. Fortunately, only one service was cancelled because of weather and treacherous driving
conditions. While 2019 will likely bring new challenges, your continued and generous support will allow us to
continue to make Elijah Kellogg a vibrant and welcoming House of the Lord here in Harpswell.
Thank you! Bill Hunter

Harpswell Community Nursery School:
by Tahnthawan M. Coffin, HCNS Director

Greetings from all of us at Harpswell Community Nursery School!
The snow has started to melt, crocuses are beginning to emerge, and our
preschoolers have been thrilled with the arrival of a new season- particularly one involving so much mud and water!
As we prepare to say a fond farewell to friends heading off to new schools and places, we also begin preparations
for the 2019-20 school year. Enrollment for the fall has begun, and we have been busy touring new families through
our spaces. We are delighted that our nature-based programming and emergent curriculum at the
preschool continue to appeal to our neighboring communities! If you know of any families planning on visiting or
enrolling, please remind them that the time for registering is definitely in full swing, and we have limited space
available for the forthcoming year. Tours can most easily be arranged by contacting hcnsdirector@gmail.com, or
by calling 207-607-0544.
We also encourage anyone interested in an active morning of running, walking, or cheering to come by our annual
fundraiser on Saturday, May 11th at Mitchell Field. Run by the Bay 5K and Fun Run (for young children and any
accompanying adults who might need to help little ones along) is a fabulous event for all- whether you're
participating as an individual, group/team, or family! We'll have activities for kids, prizes for adults and kids in every
age category, music, great coffee (provided by our wonderful local brewer, Moses Dyer), and lots of freebies for
those who register for the 5K. There was at least one EKC runner at last year's event, but we certainly welcome any
and all of you to join us for the fun! We also encourage anyone interested in an active morning of running, walking,
or cheering to come by our annual fundraiser at on Saturday, May 11th at 10am at Mitchell Field. Run by the Bay
5K and Fun Run (for young children and any accompanying adults who might need to help little ones along) is a
fabulous event for all- whether you're participating as an individual, group/team, or family!
Best wishes to all at Elijah Kellogg Church for a cheerful spring season ahead,
Tahnthawan Coffin, Director
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Easter Flower Order 2019
Special flowers are being planned for Easter Sunday.
If you wish to order flowers in honor of, or in loving memory of a loved one please fill in your
information below.
Orders are due by Sunday, April 7 and may be put in the Flower Committee mailbox outside the
church office, or you may give to a member of the committee:
Kay Hunter, Linda Clement, Joan Phillips,
Patty O’Brien Carrier, Mickey Maidl.
The plants are available at $10.00 each.
Easter Lilies ______
Daffodils
______
Tulips: No color preference ______
Color choice: Orange ______
Yellow ______
Pink
______
White ______
Purple ______
Red
______
In loving memory of:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
In honor of:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Given by:
_____________________________________Phone #:______________
We ask that you please pick up your plants after the Easter Service, or within a week after Easter to take
9
home, or give to a recipient.
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026
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