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“Come, Thou Long Expected 
Jesus…” (1) 

 

It all started in the beginning, 
“when the earth was a formless 
void, and darkness covered the 
face of the deep… God said, “Let 
there be light,” and there was 
light.” (2) 

That light, the light of God, 
continues to shine in the darkness, 
and the darkness cannot overcome 
it. (3) 

This is the glory of Christmas. That 
God’s light continues to shine in 
this world, and most wonderfully, 
in Jesus. 

Christmas starts with Advent, 
which means coming. In the 
coming Sundays, and on Christmas 
Eve, we will celebrate the Good 
News of God’s coming to be with 
us in Jesus… In Jesus who brings 

with Him God’s promised gifts – of 
Hope and Love, Joy and Peace – 
and Light for every darkness. 

We will light candles this 
Christmas. Each Sunday, and twice 
on Christmas Eve, we the light 
candles of an Advent Wreath, a 
circle of candles that image God’s 
love and light for the world that 
comes in Jesus. 

We will read lessons and sing 
carols. We’ll read again the ancient 
prophesies that point to the 
Messiah, and to the baby born in 
Bethlehem. And with the 
shepherds and angels, we will sing 
the songs of the season. 

But most of all, we will celebrate 
the Good News of God’s coming in 
Jesus, who brings with Him God’s 
precious gifts of Hope and Love, 
Joy and Peace – and Light! – for the 
living of our days. 

I hope that you will come, on 
Sundays, and on Christmas Eve. I 
hope that you will bring your 
families and your friends, and help 
us all keep Christmas. 

And then, I hope that you will join 
us – in our giving Christmas away – 
the Hope and Love, the Joy and 
Peace – and Light! – that we have 
found in God, and Jesus. Surely to 
each other. But especially to those 
in need of God’s Good News. 

Grace and Peace! 

John 

 

(1) A Hymn with words by 
Charles Wesley, 1744, and music 
by Rowland Prichard, 1830 
(2) Genesis 1: 1-3 
(3) John 1: 1-5 
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Faith & Family 
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach 
     

 

Our doors are open, come join us for the Christmas season. New families and friends are always welcome!  If you 

would like to take part in our celebrations, we will find ways to include you whether it is on center stage or behind 

the scenes.  We hope to celebrate the birth of Jesus with you! 

Advent is a season – or a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of Jesus.  With the theme 

“We will remember”, we will prepare for Christ during the four Sundays leading up to Christmas.  Four families will 

share a reading and light the candles that represents hope, love, joy, and peace.  At home, the youth will re-tell the 

Christmas story as they open a new door on their Advent calendar each day.   

The Bell Choir, although small in numbers, is eager to perform two pieces for the Christmas season.  Join us on Music 

Sunday, December 16th to hear them play “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” and again on December 23rd during the 

pageant playing “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”. 

The Christmas Family Service will take place on Sunday, December 23rd at 10am.  Join us “On the Road to Bethlehem” 

as the youth take us on a journey to the stable on that Holy Night where you will find baby Jesus (our own baby 

Merritt) shining his love upon us all.  This musical service is sure to delight one and all. 

Beatriz - With the proceeds from the Holiday Fair, we sent in the $300 annual sponsorship fees to 

help support Beatriz in her education.  We even exceeded the amount, already saving towards next 

year’s contribution!  

Christmas cards are available on the mission table.  Please consider sending Beatriz a little Christmas 

cheer by filling out one of the blank cards.  A package, filled with all the cards, will be mailed to the 

Philippines on December 10th. 

 

On Sunday, November 18th we held our annual Blanket Sunday rally.   We will be collecting 

donations for Church World Service throughout the Christmas season.  Help share God's love by 

providing CWS Blankets to those in need.  Each blanket costs only $10, but these blankets can be 

a vital resource for someone needing a little support, warmth, and encouragement.  Donation 

envelopes are available in each pew, and in the church office. 

 

Operation Christmas Child was a huge success.  We filled 30 boxes!  Plans are already in the works 

for next year.  Stay tune to hear what items we will be collecting in January!  

 

Don’t forget to grab your  bag …  & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz! 

(In 2018 we raised over $75, just in returnables!) 

 

Train a child in a way he should go,                                                
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
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CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA HOLIDAY FAIR 2018 
Thank yous!! 

 
As Co-Chairs of the holiday fair, we thank everyone for their generous 
contributions of time and energy to make the annual fair so successful.  So 
many hours of time and talent went into producing great products to sell that 
were so wonderfully displayed.  We have devoted customers who look 
forward to coming to the fair every year. The fun and fellowship shared by all 
involved were the most rewarding aspects of the day. 
 
Special thanks to Sharon Kirker and her crew who transformed the old 
basement under the sanctuary into a usable space for the Treasures part of 
the fair.  Amazing job!!! 
 
Special thanks to our newest chairs of the Country Store, Sally and Dana Clark, 
who were so cute dressed in matching flannel shirts and who contributed 
many homemade items they made themselves.  Great job!! 
 
Special thanks to Paul and Patty O'Brien Carrier who chaired the wonderful 
silent auction items.  There were around 70 items for the auction!  Thanks to all the crew who helped. 
 
Special thanks to Elly and Susan for chairing the crafts table and who worked all year long making crafts and holding 
craft time for those who wanted to help.  Beautiful items were for sale!! 
 
Special thanks to Louise Huntington for taking over the chair position for the bake sale.  This is always a popular event 
and we have some wonderful bakers in this church! 
 
Special thanks to Pat Moody and Vicki Stevens for making another wonderful lobster roll/chowder luncheon. The 
tables were full of people enjoying the lunch.  There was a wonderful crew for picking lobsters beforehand.  Thank 
you to all the helpers. 
 
There are so many more people we could mention:  parking attendants (David, Herb, Bruce), advertising (Amber), 
signage (Carrie),credit card people (Tom and Paul), set up/take down (thank you Ruth and Linda), cashiers (Susan 
and Pat), hot dog cooker (Chris Braley), greeters (Susan, Ashley, Elijah, and Linda) and money counters (Bill and Sue).  
 
With Many Thanks, 
Co-Chairs:  Kay, Mickey, Joan 
 

 
Bake Sale: 
Louise Huntington 

 
Thank you so much to everyone who baked for the Bake Sale! We had a wonderful selection and lots of very happy 
customers! 
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Craft Table: 

Elly Cary, Susan Carson 
 

What a beautiful display of crafts we had this year. A sincere thank you to everyone 
who came to craft group on Tuesday mornings. Also to everyone who brought in 
crafts they made at home.  
 
On the day of the fair, volunteers, including 2 great teenagers, Breanne and Emma, all had smiles on their faces as 
they collected for the treasures.   It would not have been so bountiful if everyone didn't contribute their talents and 
time. With love from Susan and Elly. 
 
 

Luncheon: 

Pat Moody, Vicki Stevens 

 
Thanks to many helping hands, the Christmas Fair Luncheon was a huge success! This year local fishermen very 
generously donated 244 lbs. of lobsters. On Wednesday David Moody delivered the lobsters to Sheldon Morse and 
Sheldon cooked them. After David brought the lobsters to the church a crew of 9 people shelled and cut for 5 hours. 
Also on Wednesday, 5 people peeled and prepared potatoes and onions. The chowder was made in the late 
afternoon. 
 
On the day of the fair, there were eight adults and one teenager working in the kitchen. At 11:00 a.m. we were ready 
with 190 lobster rolls, 9 lbs. of lobster meat,  and 3 large kettles of chowder. Anne Anderson made egg salad for 
sandwiches and Chris Braley was busy selling hotdogs. 
 
Our grateful thanks to all of the people that worked so hard on every aspect of the luncheon. It was truly a community 
endeavor. 
 
 

Silent Auction: 

Patty O’Brien Carrier 
 
Thank you to everyone who generously donated wonderful items for the Silent Auction!! Patty & Paul 
 

 
 
 

  Greeters Schedule:         Ushers Schedule: 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 

December: 
  2  Elizabeth & Art Dyer 
  9  Bill & Kay Hunter 
16  Bruce & Pat Myer 
23  Linda Clement, Pat Moody 
30  Mickey Maidl, Patty O’Brien Carrier 

December: 
  2  Ben & Amber Skinner 
  9  Elizabeth & Art Dyer 
16  Patty & Paul O’Brien Carrier 
23  Sunday School 
30  Rick & Signe Daniel 
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Trustees: 

Ben Skinner 

Happy early winter from the Board of Trustees. 

Capital Projects update from this past summer and fall: 

-  A new up-sized generator (20kW) was installed this summer.  Additional circuits were wired so that more of the 
church will be powered during an outage.  (In the basement, lights and convenience outlets will be available during 
an outage.) 

-  In October, new carpet was installed in the church’s main hallway and offices.  The Fellowship Hall’s carpet will be 
replaced the week of 11/29. 

-  The church’s previously-planned interior painting project has been postponed until the summer of 2019.  We will 
also have the ‘new’ portion of the church’s exterior siding and trim repainted next summer.  (Some of the siding 
requires only deep-cleaning; some will require surface prep and new paint.) 

Sexton/Custodian needs: 

The BOT has determined that the church requires a part-time sexton/custodian on staff.  The board is comprised of 
trustees who have full-time jobs, and the church’s social and physical needs require someone who is available during 
the work day.  For 2019, the Board of Finance approved funds required to pay the wages of a sexton/custodian – 
based upon a rough wage estimate for an assumed scope of work.  Sexton duties could include: 

- opening & closing for church and other approved events 

-  meeting and hosting service providers 

-  performing light work around the church and property 

-  responding to emergent & emergency needs 

The BOT will canvas the community to recruit someone comfortable with a part-time, variable work schedule.  Please 
contact the church office or a trustee with interest or candidate suggestions. 

For the Board of Trustees 
Ben Skinner, Chair 

 

 
 
Book Group: 
Kathy Goodrich 

 
The next Book Group will meet on January 21, 2019! The book will be A Prayer for Owen Meany by 
John Irving. 
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Cribbage: 
Ruth Allen 

 
The last cribbage night until April was held on Monday, November 26 at our house.  We will play the last 
Wednesday of April 2019 to practice, and will start a Tourney on the first Wednesday in May! Ruth Allen 

 
Deacons: 
Carrie Bubier 

 
The Deacon’s would like to thank our Congregation, and friends of the Kellogg Church, for your very generous 
donations to our Deacon’s Fund.  We were able to supply 20 Harpswell families with $50 gift cards to help with 
their Thanksgiving dinner.  When the gift cards were delivered to the Harpswell Community School, they were 
overwhelmed with our generosity in support of local families.  Thank you to all who have donated. Please note that 
donations to our Deacon’s Fund are gratefully received all year!! 
  
Deacons - we will next meet on Monday, December 3rd at 7 pm. 
  
In God’s Love, Carrie, Elly, Susan, Dick, Signe, Paul, Chris, and Sharon 
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Missions: 

Pat Moody, Secretary 

Through the Board of Missions, Elijah Kellogg Church provides financial support to many worthwhile groups and 
organizations. One of those groups is Maine Seacoast Mission. 
 
Maine Seacoast Mission was founded in 1905 and since that time has offered youth 
programs, telemedicine, housing rehabilitation, food pantries, and college 
scholarships. 
 
The Sunbeam V is a well-known ship that is a part of the Seacoast Mission. The ship 
brings services to residents of Maine’s most remote coastal and island communities. 
The tradition of Mission Christmas gifts began more than 100 years ago when the 
first Sunbeam brought gifts to island residents and lighthouse keepers. That 
tradition is still a part of the Missions program. 
 
Maine Seacoast Mission continues to be a most worthy group and Kellogg Church will continue to support their work 
on behalf of our neighbors “down east.”     

 
Music Notes:  

 
As fall is fully upon us, the choir has seen most of our “summer singers” leave for warmer climes.  
We hearty singers who are left look forward to the coming of our “seasonal singers” who join us 
for the holidays.  Look for some familiar faces who will return…we hope.  And please put DECEMBER 

16, MUSIC SUNDAY, on your calendars.   I pass out Christmas music on Labor Day…nothing says goodbye to summer 
more than that. 

We are blessed to have the talents of Clarissa Brown to help us through Liz Cromwell’s lengthy medical leave.  Clarissa 
is a joy to work with and goes with the flow of the choir ups and downs.  (Little choir secrets.  Join us some time to 
find what really goes on!)  I know many of you were happy to know Clarissa would be playing the organ.  We hope 
that you won’t mind her having to travel from the loft to the piano when accompanying the choir.  It is impossible to 
sing with the organ as there is a lag time from there to where we sing, the accompanist can’t have her back to the 
director, and the voices and organ will never meld from a distance.  We simply need the piano.  In the endeavor to 
give you some organ music and to still have a choir, we do hope the “traveling time” is not disruptive.   To keep 
Clarissa from having to make too many back and forth trips, I am accompanying the choir on amens and the 
benediction.  I apologize for my clunkers, and it does limit our singing choices to what I am least dangerous in playing.  
Again, sorry, sorry, sorry. 

We will have some lovely anthems for you in November.  Advent begins the first Sunday in December.  We have 2 
great new advent pieces, and 5 lovely new selections for Music Sunday.  We will be joined by a flute, a viola, and 
violin….it should be amazing! 

Liz Cromwell sends you her love and thanks for your support.  She is feeling better, hopes to get her new cast on 
before Halloween, and will begin working with her left hand at least.  She can’t wait to get back! 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Luce, Music Director 
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Pillowcase Donations: 
Ruth Allen 

 
The last day to donate pillowcases was Sunday, Nov. 25th.  I would like to thank all the people who checked their 

closets to find extra cases.  To date I have collected over 150 cases.  This will be a great donation to this wonderful 

cause. Ruth Allen 

 

Women’s Fellowship: 

Elly Cary 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 4 at 11 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to share 
and a potholder or dishtowel for the Yankee Swap. Bring a friend to welcome the Holiday Season as well!     

 

Preservation of Elijah Kellogg Church Booklet: 
Carol Coultas  

 
Have you got yours? A 16-page booklet that chronicles the 
preservation of the Elijah Kellogg Church has been printed and is 
ready for distribution.  
 
The booklet traces the founding of the church, and its progression 
through the years to the recent, three-year preservation effort. 
Bonus -- there are lots of photos! 
 
If your household doesn’t have one, please email Carol Coultas at 
ccoultas@pressherald.com and we can drop one off, or send a copy 
in the mail for you. 

 

Salvation Army Angel Tree: 

Pat Moody 

Thanks to all who took gift cards to purchase Christmas presents for area children in 
need.  
 
A reminder that gifts should be unwrapped and placed under the tree before Friday, 
December 14. Please attach your “wish card” to your gifts.  
 
Have fun shopping and thank you for your generosity! The Board of Missions 
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH 
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD 
HARPSWELL, MAINE  04079-9726 
(207) 833-6026 

 

December’s Holiday Services at Elijah Kellogg: 

 

Sunday, Dec. 16 – Music Sunday, 10 am 

Sunday, Dec. 23 – Christmas Pageant, 10 am 

Monday, Dec. 24 – Christmas Lessons & Carols, 7 pm  

  – Candlelight Service, 11:30 pm 


