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Happy New Year!
I write this on December 31 of
2017, and tomorrow begins a New
Year. In many ways, one day
follows on another, as do years on
years. But there is also something
wonderful… about a day and year
that’s “new.”
As each day is a new beginning, so
is a new year. A New Year brings a
fresh start and another chance.
And each new day, and each new
year, brings new opportunities…
to be present to the Holy Spirit
and embrace the Power of God.
So how to begin a New Year?
We must first accept the past, and
learn from it. We need, at least, to
let our past inform our present…
and let our learning change our
lives.

Next, and with God’s help, we
need to renew the present. With
God’s help, we need to reconsider
our priorities, the ways we spend
our time and tend to our
relationships. We need to take
some time… to renew our life’s
direction and refocus our life’s
goals.
And then finally, each day, we
need to look toward the future.
And to look to the future with
hope! For “the Lord is the same,
yesterday, today and forever.”*
And the God of the past and the
present… is the God who holds
the future.
In this new year, and with God’s
help, we can give ourselves to
something larger than our lives.
To a particular cause or concern.
To something that we know, or a
new work we discover.
In this new year, we can give
ourselves to God and others – in
new ways… and let God use our
lives to change the world.

Dear friends, as we begin another
year of life together, my prayer is
that this New Year finds you
grateful, eager and unafraid.
Ready to take it up and on… in
faith, with hope, and love.
Grace and Peace,
John
*Hebrews 13:8 RSV
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Happy New Year!
As I reflect on this past year, I am filled with gratitude. I feel
fortunate to have the support of the church community and
the dedication from our families. The Christmas Eve pageant,
Mary Remembers, was a bright ending to our calendar year.
Throughout the Christmas season the children shared their
talents – reading, lighting the Advent candles, setting up the
crèche, playing instruments, ringing the bells, and portraying
characters making Jesus’ story come to life. Jesus is the light
of the world.
Just as he was born in that stable so many years ago, so he is
born in each one of us. By giving ourselves to God, we too,
become lights of the world.
As we move into 2018, I am mindful of how we, the Christian
Education Board and the church as a whole, can light up the
world. My thoughts are with working with the youth and their
families, the larger church community, the local community, and our global missions.
One hope is to work closely with the Mission’s board, sharing information to educate us all about the organizations
our church supports. Going a step farther, organizing day mission trips to visit these organizations, gaining a personal
connection to the work that is being done to light up our world. We will continue to support: NACC-Philippines,
Church World Service, Heifer International, Samaritan’s Purse, Tedford Shelter, Habitat for Humanity, and The
Vicarage by the Sea.
Another hope is to bridge our local community with our church family, by organizing workshops and events that will
bring more people through our doors. One way we will do this is through our Parent Workshop series sponsored in
collaboration with Harpswell Community Nursery School. The next series will begin this spring.
As always, each week we plan on sharing God’s love with our youth – through scripture, stories, games, and crafts
showing the children how we can light up the world, one good deed at a time.
May His Grace and Peace lead us through 2018!
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Craft Group:
With the chilly weather we hope everyone who crafts has been working on items for the Christmas Craft Fair November
2018. We did great things in 2017 so let's aim higher for this year. Our first meeting will be 9 am to 12 noon on Tuesday,
January 16th, at which time we will organize the craft room and discuss projects to work on for 2018. You do not have to
be a great crafter to come. We always have sewing, gluing, or help needed in putting together a craft. Hope to see you
there! Elly and Susan (Lucky Ruth is in Florida basking in the sun!)

Deacons:
The Deacons thank the Congregation for their donations to our Deacon’s Benevolent Fund. We sent 20 Hannaford gift cards
to Harpswell families for Thanksgiving and will send gift cards to the families to help them during the February school
vacation. You have all helped make this possible. Thank you.

Flower Committee:
The flower committee wishes to thank all those who donated poinsettias to help
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We also thank all those who donated funds
for the wreaths which ended up being enough to pay for them all! Your generosity
is a blessing!
We have an opening February 18, if anyone would like to have flowers in church
in memory or in honor of someone. Please let Kay Hunter know.
Happy New Year!
The Flower Committee
Linda G., Kay, Mickey, Patty, and Joan

Board of Missions:
Our prayers have been with our chairman, Anne Anderson, as she has been facing serious health issues. We are thankful
to know that Anne’s health is improving. And thankfully, during Anne’s absence from the board, Anita Mattingly has
volunteered to act as chairman.
During December the Missions Board voted to give the Town of Harpswell $500 to be used for either food or fuel assistance.
Winter months are often difficult with more food and fuel needs than during the rest of the year. This is especially true
this year with damaging storms and long periods of subzero temperatures.
Other December Missions donations were also local or regional. Our distributions were as follows:
Town of Harpswell
$500
Harpswell Aging at Home
$200
Maine Sea Coast Mission
$150
Opportunity Alliance
$150 (Opportunity Alliance is a Community Action Agency for Cumberland County.)
Total:
$1000
As always, we thank the members and friends of Kellogg Church for their generous donations that make it possible to
support the needs of many.
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Mission Moment: Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program
by Bill Corkhill
The United States and the rest
of the world can probably
produce enough food for
everyone but the problems of
distribution brought on by the
interminable
wars
have
caused such awful famine and
death from hunger it is hard
for us to believe.
I guess we all know hunger
and
malnutrition
exists
throughout the world, but it is
hard for us to believe it exists
here in Harpswell and
Brunswick and throughout all
of Maine and the U.S.
When most of us were growing up there were no soup kitchens to speak of. There were so called bowery bums and
homeless in the cities, but not in the small towns and definitely not here in Maine.
Of course, there were poor families, but everyone seemed to have enough to eat, maybe only peanut butter and B&M
baked beans, but enough.
Times sure have changed. Now there are soup kitchens all over America and they are not going away in our lifetimes and
maybe never.
So now our low-income kids get lunch during school and there is a summer feeding program for them. Also, we provide
meals for kids to take home on weekends because quite often there isn’t any food in the house.
Hunger in Maine is a reality and we need constant financial help. Your contributions over the years has been wonderful,
especially the 2 dollar bills that are so faithfully stuffed into the container almost every week. Those $2 allow us to buy
$16 worth of food. We have 8 times the buying power you have.
Here’s what MCHPP accomplished this year:
We provided Thanksgiving dinner to 600 families. We processed over 1,000,000 lbs. of food, some of which went
to other pantries. The Food Pantry, which provides a 2-week box of food for qualified families had 8000 visits.
The soup kitchen served 40,000 lunches.
I can only speak for Mondays, the day I work, but most lunches are excellent. We have dedicated cooks who prepare food
carefully and love their work. We are in constant need of volunteers. Many of our current volunteers are in their 80’s. My
friend, Margaret, has a bad knee and doesn’t walk too well.
So, we are in constant need of money to service all these programs. Those two-dollar bills and all your contributions are
vital, and there is no doubt, Brunswick has poverty.
I got to know a man named Chris a few years ago. He came for lunch about every Monday, and if I could, I would go out
and sit with him and we would have lunch together. Then I didn’t see him for quite a while. I asked in the dining room if
they had seen Chris. “Didn’t you know, Chris died under the railroad trestle about a month ago.”
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Music Notes:
Sue Luce, Music Director
Another Music Sunday in the books! I hope everyone enjoyed the day as much as the choir enjoyed putting it together.
Hard work and fun to boot! My thanks to all the musicians who put in long hours and much effort to create another
beautiful service. My thanks also to John Carson for his careful choice of readings and hymns.
Thanks to Rachel Beane for her beautiful readings. I certainly can’t forget Denise, Vicki, and the Bell Choir for their “ringing”
joy. Special thanks to friends and members of the church whose generous gifts to our Music Fund make special events like
this possible. Several people have told me this was the “Best Music Sunday ever!” I guess we’d better start now if we
expect to compete next year.
And now the choir comes to January, our restful month. We have only one
Monday evening rehearsal this month but still rehearse every Sunday after
church. We’ll be doing some “old chestnuts” each week, taking a breather
before the Lenten season begins in mid-February.
Make no mistake, however, we will be gearing up for a magically musical 2018. We have some new music to start working
on, Ron Trell will be returning from Canada, and the rumor is that a new tenor will be joining us as well! Whoo-hoo!
As always, we thank the congregation for its tremendous support and encouragement. We will do our best to earn it.
Happy New Year,
Sue Luce, Music Director

Remembering our past….
The Kellogg Church had its own orchestra in the 1900s! In March 1936 the church orchestra reelected Lawrence T.
Merriman as president, Samuel Alexander as vice president, Mary Batchelder as librarian, and Mrs. Spencer A. Allen as
secretary and treasurer. The meeting took place at the Batchelder residence because the fire room at the church was
flooded (which also resulted in the cancellation of Sunday services that week). (From a clipping in Eleanor Wilson’s
scrapbook.)
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Trustees:
Parking at Elijah Kellogg Church
As has been mentioned many times by the Board of Trustees, please pay attention to where and how you park when
arriving at the Kellogg Church. Keep in mind that others may/will come after you!
Handicapped Parking signs (four) are typically set out prior to Worship Services on Sunday
mornings. These spots are reserved for those that need easier access to the facility. A State of
Maine parking placard or Handicapped license plate is required per Maine law. If you don’t have
a handicapped license plate, please display your placard! Others must leave ample room for these
spaces as is done in other public parking areas. Parking too close will limit the ability to exit the
vehicle, use a walker or wheelchair.
Early arrivers should remember that two lanes must be kept open – the road to Hill Crest
Cemetery and the Parsonage driveway. Only 8 – 10 feet is necessary for these lanes. Parking
farther away than that distance complicates the remaining space for others.
Again, please remember that others may/will arrive after you! Please take a moment and be sure
that you have parked safely so that others can too! David Fitzgerald, Morgan Sanford, Ben Skinner, Eric Wohltjen

Women’s Fellowship:
Happy New Year and hope to see all of you February 6th at
11 am!
Our program will be "Memories" shared by the group.
Please bring an article or describe an event that has
impacted on your life. A great way to get to know everyone better. Bring a friend.
We still need Programs for the remainder of the year so if you have one let me know.
Think Spring, Love Elly
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026

Upcoming Events at EKC to remember:
February 4th – Annual Meeting, immediately following
the worship service.
February 24th – Leadership Retreat, 9 am – 12 pm,
in Fellowship Hall.
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