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The Work of Christmas

Both these men of faith have
profoundly influenced my life.

Dear Friends,

In his career, Howard Thurman
was co-pastor of the Church for the
Fellowship of All Peoples in San
Francisco, a professor of religion
and philosophy at Morehouse and
Spelman colleges in Atlanta, and a
professor of systematic theology at
Howard University in Washington,
D. C.

As the new year begins, I hope that
you had a good Christmas! But
even more, I hope that God’s
coming in Jesus still shines brightly
in your hearts!
Because now the work begins… or
it continues. It all depends on how
we decide to keep Christmas in our
hearts.
My wife Susan’s grandfather,
Laurence Cadwell – a good Baptist
from Springfield, Illinois – was a
wonderful man. He trusted God
and followed Jesus. He was
delighted when I decided to go to
seminary. And before he died, he
gave me some books from his
library.
Most notably, he gave me his
collection of sermons and books by
Harry Emerson Fosdick, who, in his
prime, was a hugely popular radio
preacher and pastor at Riverside
Church in New York. He also gave
me his books by a man named
Howard Thurman.

He, too, preached many sermons,
wrote several books and inspired
generations of people. And every
year, at Christmas time, I re-read
his Mood of Christmas, a collection
of his poems, prayers and
reflections on the season.
Among the many things I’ve
learned from him (and there is
always something more and new),
is that the work of Christmas never
ends. Indeed, the work of
Christmas continues on, from
Christmas, to Christmas, to
Christmas.

Please consider the following as
we end and begin another year of
life together:
The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is
stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are
home,
When the shepherds are back
with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.
I pray God bless and keep us all –
in this good work and this new
year.
Grace and Peace, John
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Happy New Year!

As I reflect on this past year, I am filled with gratitude. We are fortunate to have the support of our church
community and the dedication of our families.
The Christmas pageant, “On the Road to Bethlehem”, was a bright ending to our calendar year. Throughout the
Christmas season the children shared their talents – reading, lighting the Advent candles, setting up the crèche,
ringing the bells, and portraying characters making Jesus’ story come to life.
Jesus IS the light of the world. Just as he was born in that stable so many years ago, so he is born in each one of us.
By giving ourselves to God, we too, become lights of the world.
As we move into 2019, I am mindful of how we, the Christian Education Board and the church as a whole, can light
up the world. We have so many God given gifts and talents to share with those in need.
In addition to our monetary donations, let’s take a leap – and go out into the world to share that light. Last summer
we hosted a Mission Group from Pennsylvania who supported local missions …. This year, let’s BE that group.
Beginning in the New Year, we will resume our monthly Mission Moments, highlighting organizations our church
supports. Our hope is to go a step farther, organizing day mission trips to visit these organizations, gaining a personal
connection to the work that is being done to light up our world. Plans are already in motion to work for a day with
Independence Association providing spring maintenance yard work.
Would you be willing to make even a bigger leap? Perhaps, weekend mission trips could be arranged too!
We will continue to support the organizations to which we have been faithful for many years through our fundraising
efforts. These organizations include: Beatriz NACC-Philippines, Church World Service, Heifer International,
Samaritan’s Purse, Tedford Shelter, Habitat for Humanity, Building Bridges, and The Vicarage by the Sea.
Another hope is to bridge our local community with our church family by organizing workshops and/or events that
will bring more people through our doors. As a board, we will explore our options. We welcome your thoughts!
As always, each week we plan on sharing God’s love with the youth – through scripture, stories, games, and crafts
showing the children how we can light up the world, one good deed at a time.
May God’s Grace and Peace lead us through 2019!

Don’t forget to grab your

bag … & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz!
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Annual Meeting & Potluck:
Our Annual Meeting & Potluck is Sunday, February 3rd, immediately following the worship service.
All Boards and Committees please have your reports submitted to the office by Wednesday, Jan. 16th.
The Annual Report will be printed and handed out on Sunday, Jan. 27th.

Greeters Schedules:
January:
6 Susan Carson
13 Ruth Weeks, Nancy Hurst
20 Eric & Joy Wohltjen
27 Wendy & Yves Van Damme

February:
3 Pat Moody, Diane St. Jean
10 Ken Chutchian, Carol Coultas
17 Rick & Signe Daniel
24 Joe & Anita Mattingly

Ushers Schedules:
January:
6 Herb Ferris, Dave Fitzgerald
13 Bill Hunter, David Hunter
20 Dana McIntire, Chris McIntire
27 Eric & Joy Wohltjen

February:
3 Win Gillis, Joe Mattingly
10 Bruce & Pat Myer
17 Carol Coultas, Ken Chutchian
24 Ned Pierce, Susan Anderson

Book Group:
Kathy Goodrich

The Book Group will meet on January 21, in the parlor at 1 pm. The book will be A Prayer for
Owen Meany by John Irving.

Deacons:
Carrie Bubier

The Deacons would like to thank our very generous congregation for your donations throughout 2018. You have
enabled us to help many Harpswell neighbors in need!
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Missions:
Pat Moody, Secretary

As in past years, the Board of Missions sponsored a Salvation Army “Giving Tree”.
This year’s tree was very successful. Every card was chosen and by the day of delivery, the tree was surrounded by
bags of wonderful toys and children’s clothing.
Many thanks for your generous gifts that we’re sure brought happy smiles on Christmas morning.
During December the Missions Board also donated $200 to the Family Crisis Center and $200 to Habitat for Humanity,
two worthy organizations that Kellogg Church continues to support.

Puzzle Library:
There have been questions about the puzzles in Fellowship Hall. They are there for anyone to borrow. If you do
borrow puzzles, it would be helpful if you put the pieces in ziploc bags in the box before returning, this will help with
the lost piece problem. If there is a missing piece in a puzzle you borrow, please put a note in or on the box. If you
donate a puzzle please put a sticker on the box (there are sticker sheets with the puzzles). Thank you! Questions?
Ask Sharon.

Women’s Fellowship:
Elly Cary

The next Women’s Fellowship meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 11 am. Reed Coles will present a talk on the Harpswell
Heritage Land Trust. All are welcome!

Preservation of Elijah Kellogg Church Booklet:
Carol Coultas

Have you got yours? A 16-page booklet that chronicles the
preservation of the Elijah Kellogg Church has been printed and is
ready for distribution.
The booklet traces the founding of the church, and its progression
through the years to the recent, three-year preservation effort.
Bonus -- there are lots of photos!
If your household doesn’t have one, please email Carol Coultas at
ccoultas@pressherald.com and we can drop one off, or send a copy
in the mail for you.
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Bible Study… Be not afraid!
Every Thursday morning at 11 am, a faithful group of church members
and friends meet in our church’s parlor.
We connect and encourage each other. We consider the scripture lessons for the coming Sunday’s worship. We also
have some fun!
The Revised Common Lectionary, a three year cycle of Bible readings, guides our Bible study. A schedule of readings
is provided in advance of every session. The Pastor leads the study, but we always learn from each other!
No experience is required, and you can join us any time. The study ends promptly at noon, and you’re encouraged
to bring friends!
For further information, please contact the office, or talk with Rev. Carson. Everyone is welcome. We’d love to see
you there!

Harpswell Community Nursery School:
by Tahnthawan M. Coffin, HCNS Director

Happy New Year from the Staff and Students at Harpswell Community Nursery School!
Time has flown and somehow we are now already into our second half of the school year... We have a wonderful
group of preschoolers, a committed and loving staff, and are very much enjoying our days together in the spaces of
the Kellogg Church.
This harmony at school has allowed staff to think and operate creatively and truly as a team, and we approach the
New Year with great enthusiasm for what we do!
In recent years, HCNS has developed a strong identity and reputation as a school which encourages a love of the
natural world through child-led learning. Families are drawn to HCNS for its commitment to getting children outside
and allowing classes to explore and investigate the outdoors. We feel incredibly fortunate to have the natural world
at our doorstep from this amazing Harpswell setting, and to be in the position to offer this type of nature-based
programming to the wider community.
We thank all of you at the Elijah Kellogg Church for graciously hosting us in your spaces, and for supporting our
educational approach!
Warmest wishes for a fantastic 2019 to all of you,
Tahnthawan Coffin
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917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
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