+

Elijah Kellogg
Church,
Congregational

May 2018
Newsletter
Soundings
by Rev. John Carson

joy, the life and the work we
share? And what can each of us
do to help our church grow – in
spirit, in numbers and in service
to our community?

“Fishing for people…”
As Jesus passed along the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into
the
sea—for
they
were
fishermen. And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make
you fish for people.” And
immediately they left their
nets and followed him.
(Mark 1:16-18)

These are just a few of the
questions we’ll take up together
on Saturday morning, May 19,
from 10 ‘til noon in our
Fellowship Hall. Members and
friends of all ages are invited to
take part in learning how to “fish
for people” in our community
and gather them in to the life and
work of our church.

It happens almost every time we
come together – in worship on a
Sunday
morning,
working
together on a Public Supper,
hosting a Barn Sale or a Barbeque
in our church yard. We look
around and someone says, “How
can we get more people to be
part of our church?”

I and the Deacons promise that
there will be something for
everyone! (And child care for
little ones!) We’ll talk about what
it takes to be a good fisherman,
the “fish” that are out there and
the “fish” that are coming. We’ll
talk about what’s working for
other churches, and what can
work for us. We’ll have some fun,
share some refreshments and
plan our next steps together.

How can we welcome others and
offer them a part with us in the

I hope that you can be there! I
hope you’ll come as a family! And

I know that God will bless us as
we open our hearts to those
around us and invite them in to
the love, the life and the joy
we’ve found as God’s people
here in Harpswell.
Grace and Peace,
John
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

As the warmer days of May are upon us, the Christian Education board is busy planning our end of the academic year
celebration for June 10th, Children’s Sunday. It will be an All-Church event, complete with a potluck picnic and
kickball games. This event will kick-off our more casual Summer Sunday’s.
We are casting our fishing lines hoping to catch a few volunteers to share time with the youth during Summer
Sunday’s (10:15-11am). Would you be willing to commit to one Sunday? Our hope is to build and strengthen
intergenerational relationships. Please let Denise know if you are interested.
What might that look like?


Storytelling – Share stories from your youth and/or share your favorite Bible story.



Sharing Talents – Share your skills or talents that would be interesting for children.
(weaving, crocheting, woodworking, bird watching, gardening, baking, etc.)



Sharing ethnic heritage - Share ethnic customs, recipes, and/or special stories passed down.

Spring Habitat Walk - April 29, 2018.
Thank you walkers and sponsors!

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Thursday, May 10th, 1-2:30pm – “Contingency Planning” - Join us for coffee and dessert while enjoying Amy Berube’s
presentation on “What happens if something happens to you?”
Saturday, June 2nd, 10-11:30am – “Gardening as a Family” – Come as a family to make and take home a container
garden, presented by Hedda Steinhoff.
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Sunday, June 10th – Children’s Sunday & Church Picnic & Kick ball games – Following the worship service, led by the
Sunday school, join us in the courtyard for a picnic. The Christian Education board will provide the hotdogs and
beverages. There will be a sign-up sheet for side dishes, salads, fruits, and desserts. After lunch, join us for a friendly
game of kickball in the field. Let’s make this a family fun day for EVERYONE in our church.
MISSIONS
AMAZING! We raised $1240 for Heifer International! With your generous donations, we were able to
send 1 girl to school and supplied 32 more families with honeybees! Thank you ALL for your support!
Operation Christmas Child – During the months of May & June we will be collecting t-shirts, pajamas,
and undies for boys and girls ages 2-14. Please place your donations in the box on the mission table.
Thank you!
Habitat for Humanity / 7 Rivers Maine held their annual “Walk to Build – eliminating substandard housing
one step at a time” on Sunday, April 29th. Elijah Kellogg Church had a team of walkers and many generous
donors, making this another successful fundraiser!

Don’t forget to grab your

bag & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz!

Craft Group:
Craft Group will meet Tuesday, May 8, from 10 am to noon in the craft room downstairs to discuss future meetings.
We need people to come and discuss projects they would like to do. We will have crafts available to work on as well.
Thank you, Elly

Deacons:
Saturday, May 19th, 10a-12p, the Deacons will be hosting a Fishing for People Meeting. Child care and refreshments
will be provided. Everyone is welcome. Come and join in the conversation about how to build up our congregation.
Let’s all share ideas about inviting people to church and to Jesus. We hope to see you there.
The Board of Deacons and the Flower Committee would like to sincerely thank all those who helped out with the
corned beef supper! It was a big success and we appreciate all who helped. We appreciate all who baked cakes
which were wonderful and the leftovers we enjoyed at coffee hour the next morning. The waitstaff did great work
keeping the tables cleaned and reset with ease. Also, many thanks to those who found courage to follow a recipe
for Irish Soda Bread!
There were many compliments on the whole dinner! The prep crew really knew how to use their peelers and the
potatoes and carrots were done in record time! Many thanks to Dick Moseley who guided us through the whole
process of putting on a church supper. We deeply thank Paul Carrier who cooked and carved all the meat, Bill Hunter
for keeping the serving pans full, and our servers who greeted and filled the plates. Lastly, we deeply thank the
clean-up crew who stayed until the last pot was cleaned and the last plate was put away. Blessings to you all!
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Board of Finance:
The Board of Finance once again provides you with this updated graphic summary of our year-to-date income and
expense information and comparison with both 2016 and 2017. As is depicted, income for 2018 is higher than in
previous years as is the expense side of our ledger. The positive income results reflect pre-paid 2018 pledges while
the expense side reflects the cost of numerous winter storms and the resulting cost of snow removal. With those
two exceptions, all other income and expense categories fall within the bounds of the approved 2018 Budget. We
thank you all for your continued financial support!
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Flower Committee:
The flower committee has July 15 and 29 available for flowers in church. Please contact a member of the Flower
Committee if you’d like to have flowers in memory of someone on one of those dates. It could also be an
arrangement in honor of someone or a celebration of an event. The cost is $40, or you could use your own garden
flowers. Thank you!
Kay Hunter 865-2280
Patty O’Brien Carrier 751-6311
Mickey Maidl
Linda Clement 729-8563
Joan Phillips 729-6110
Elizabeth Dyer 833-6540

Music Notes:
The merry month of May approaches, and the EKC choir has some very special music events planned for you. On
May 6, we plan on welcoming our own John Carson back to the pulpit with a brand new anthem, “Songs of Peace”,
which incorporates 5 “old favorite” hymns with a beautiful new arrangement by Joseph Martin.
May 13th will be a very special occasion! We will be joined by cellist Barbara Graustein for the anthem “God Is All
You Need”, a soaring testament of faith by Mary McDonald. Barbara is a singing buddy of Susan Whitman and Gail
Johnson and also a childhood friend of Liz Cromwell. She and Liz will also be doing a duet during the offertory. You
won’t want to miss it.
May 20th, Pentecost, will feature a very British sounding anthem “Come Down, O Love Divine” by Ralph Vaughan
Williams. Familiar tune…new setting by Joel Raney. To top off the month on May 27th, we have a very upbeat
arrangement of the traditional spiritual “Wade in the Water” (It’s actually called “At the Riverside”) arranged by Joel
Raney.
The choir is having fun with this one, which actually calls for the choir to scoop from one note to another in selected
spots. We don’t often get to do that! This spiritual, by the way, has an interesting history. The subject matter is
about Moses, the Israelites, and the parting of the Red Sea. It really was a code used by American slaves to refer to
the Underground Railroad. All in all, a month to enjoy!
Sue Luce, Music Director

Roll Call Meeting 2018:
You are invited to the Annual Roll Call Meeting of the Elijah Kellogg Church, Congregational membership at 7:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 23, 2018. The meeting will be preceded by a pot luck supper at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Details
will be forthcoming…
5

Women’s Fellowship:
Women’s Fellowship has come forward to take on the Barn Sale. The Sale will take place on Saturday, July 7th,
from 9a-2p. Carrie Bubier will be the contact person for renting tables at $25 each. Any other questions about the
Barn Sale can be directed to Linda Clement at 729-8563 or Ruth Smith at 833-6246. See page 8 for more details.

Photo Time:
The Deacons, with the help of Denise Perry, are planning to add photos to the church directory. Photos will be taken
the first Sunday of every month starting May 6th. Denise and I will be there after church to take an informal photo.
We decided to do it after church so you do not have to make a special trip. We also want to include our summer
members. There will be no charge. All we ask for is a great smile for the photo! Thank you, Elly Cary

Harpswell Community Nursery School:
- Tahnthawan M. Coffin, Director

What a welcome change it is to have spring weather upon us... The children at the nursery
school are thrilled to be dressed in fewer layers and are enjoying the freedom of playing
in milder temperatures amongst the trees in their outdoor space. While getting reacquainted with the spring season,
the classes spend much of their time in search of blooming flowers and budding trees, and find it endlessly fascinating
listening for birdsong. The small patch of crocuses at the back of the church was one of the first signs of spring located
and has remained the focus of many a young observer!
We are in the midst of busy preparations for our sole fundraiser of the year, the Run by the Bay 5K and Kids' Fun
Run which will be held on Saturday, May 12th at 10 am at Mitchell Field. This is a true community event which
welcomes all abilities and ages. There are fabulous prizes this year for age category winners in both the women's and
men's races, and all children participating in our Fun Run will receive a cookie certificate from Wild Oats in Brunswick.
If interested, please find our registration link at www.runbythebay.org, on Facebook, or join us between 8.30 and
9:45 am to register on race day.
We have been so pleased with the turnout at our Parent Workshop Series which we have co-hosted with the Christian
Education Program at EKC, and thank those of you who have been able to attend. Topics have ranged from
presentations in mindfulness techniques and parenting strategies, to better understanding anxiety in children, and
meal-planning for picky eaters. This June, our final presentation will be a family workshop in which families learn
how to create a “container garden” to take home with them. This workshop will take place on Saturday, June 2nd at
10 am and will be led by Hedda Scribner, HCNS parent and professional gardener. RSVPs are appreciated and can be
sent to hcnsdirector@gmail.com.
Thank you for your continued support of and interest in our preschool programs!
With gratitude,
Tahnthawan
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