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Soundings
by Rev. John Carson
Summer Opportunities to Help and
Serve at EKC
Get ready! Get set! Go!
This month I want to lift up summer
opportunities to help and serve the
church and our community at EKC…
Summer is “high season” here in
Harpswell! There are many things to do
and be a part of. There are also many
things to do – and be a part of – here at
EKC.
First, I invite you all to be a part of our
Church Barn Sale on June 29th, along
with our annual Chicken Barbeque on
July 27th. Chairs have been appointed,
teams are being formed, and sign-up
sheets are in the hallways. Please save
the dates, and find yourself an
opportunity to help and serve.
I also want to direct your attention to
three new opportunities: a Summer
Food Program for area children in July
and a week in August, a Vacation Bible
School being offered on Tuesday
afternoons in July, and our hosting of a
Mission Group from Pennsylvania on
August 12 - 15. (All of these
opportunities are further described on

page 2 of this newsletter. Thanks to
Denise Perry for helping us organize all
three!)
Regarding July and August’s Summer
Food Program, we’ll be partnering with
Mid Coast Hunger Prevention and the
Maine Department of Education to offer
FREE lunches to children ages 0 to 18.
The food will be provided by MCHP.
Volunteers will be needed to pick up
lunches at Mt Ararat and bring them
back to the church, to welcome and
supervise participants, and then, help
clean up afterwards. (We’ll be hearing
more about the program during a
Sunday Mission Moment on May 19th.)
Please consider being a part of our
summer outreach, hospitality and
encouragement of area children, youth
and their families.
Regarding July’s Tuesday afternoon
Vacation Bible School, we’ll be looking
for volunteers to help with hosting,
guiding and supervising those who
come. Please consider giving yourself,
your time, and your love to children and
young people who are interested in
learning more about “God at Work” in
the world.
And finally, during the week of August
12 – 15, please consider taking part in
our hosting and working with the
members of a Mission Group from
Pennsylvania as they give their time and
service to a number of “not for

profits.” Current opportunities include
working with the Harpswell Land Trust,
Brunswick’s Aging Excellence, Mid Coast
Hunger Prevention, and others yet to be
determined.
These words belong to the Apostle Paul:
“Let us not grow weary in well doing, for
we will reap at harvest-time, if we do
not give up… And whenever we have
opportunity, let us work for the good of
all, and especially for those of the family
of faith.” (Galatians 6: 9-10)
There are many wonderful ways to be
part of the worthy work that is planned
for this summer at EKC. As you plan your
summer schedules, please include your
taking part in some, or all, of the
opportunities described.
Grace and Peace, John
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Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Faith & Family
By Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach
As the warmer days of May are upon us, the Christian Education board is busy planning Children’s Sunday, our end
of the academic year celebration, for June 9th.
Following the worship service, led by the Sunday school, join us in the court yard for an
All-Church Picnic, celebrating Pentecost, the birthday of our church.
The Christian Education board will provide the hotdogs and beverages. There will be a
sign-up sheet for side dishes, salads, fruits, and desserts. Let’s make this a family fun day for EVERYONE in our church!
SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Nursery Attendant for Sunday services – During the summer months we continue to offer nursery care for children
during the worship service. We are looking to schedule 2 individuals each Sunday to supervise the children. There
are books, toys, games, and simple craft materials available. Please speak with Denise or any member of the Christian
Education Board if you are interested in helping or simply have questions. There will be a sign-up sheet located on
the Church Business bulletin board in the hallway. Thank you in advance.
Summer Lunch Program – For 6 weeks this summer we will be an OPEN SITE for anyone, aged 0-18, to receive a FREE
lunch, no questions asked. For the success of this program we need some help … someone to transport the food from
Mt. Ararat to our church, someone to supervise and tally the number of recipients, and someone to help with set-up
and clean-up afterwards. Look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board closest to Pastor John’s office.
The Summer Food Service Program is a national program that provides FREE meals to children during the summer
months. It is sponsored locally by Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program, in partnership with the Maine Department
of Education.
God at Work VBS – We are trying something new this year. We will be offering our vacation Bible school on Tuesday
afternoons from 3-5pm in July (scheduled at the end of the HNPEA camp which is held in the tennis court area – in
hopes of attracting more children). We will need a few volunteers each day to help with registration, snack
preparation, and overall supervision. Look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board closest to Pastor John’s office.
Volunteering Locally with the Mission Group from Pennsylvania – During the week of August 12-15, various
volunteer opportunities are being set-up. The mission group, currently 18 adults, are hoping we will join them in
helping our neighbors. Opportunities such as working in the soup kitchen, weeding gardens, repairing trails, and
baking desserts have already been set-up with many more opportunities still to come. Keep a close eye on the everchanging bulletin board and sign-up to participate as often as possible. It will be a rewarding opportunity!
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Mission Outreach:
AMAZING! We raised $688 for Heifer International! With your generous donations and with the
soup fundraiser, we were able to send 1 girl to school, purchase 1 llama, 1 goat, a flock of geese and
a flock of ducks, as well as a bountiful harvest basket! Thank you ALL for your support!
Operation Christmas Child – During the months of May & June we will be collecting WOW items for
boys and girls ages 2-14. Suggestions include items such as soccer balls w/pumps, dolls, and stuffed
animals. Remember, they need to be able to fit inside the shoebox with the other items. If you
would like us to purchase the items for you, simply write a check out to EKC with “shoeboxes” in the
memo line, and place it in the CE mailbox. WOW items can be placed in the box on the mission
table. Thank you!
Habitat for Humanity / 7 Rivers Maine is holding their annual “Walk to Build – eliminating
substandard housing one step at a time” on Sunday, May 5th. Elijah Kellogg Church has a team of
walkers that have been busy collecting generous donations, hoping to make this another successful
fundraiser! To donate visit http://habitat7rivers.org/ and look for our team!
Remember to re-cycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz.
The bags are located on the mission table. They can be dropped off in the parking lot of Hannaford
at the Clynk building.
ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE MISSION GROUP FROM PENNSYLVANIA WILL BE RETURNING! THEY ARE
EAGER TO VOLUNTEER AT AREA ORGANIZATIONS AND REALLY WANT US TO JOIN THEM, NOT ON

Women’s Fellowship:
Women's Fellowship will meet Tuesday May 7 at 11 am in the Fellowship Hall Speaker Edna
Colcord (Elly's twin) will speak on "Sensing Seasons", a slide show about plants. Anyone is
welcome to attend. If you plan to stay for lunch, please bring a sandwich. Dessert and drinks
will be provided
Hope to see you there,
Elly Cary

Craft Group:
Craft group will meet on Tuesday May 14th at 10 am in the craft room downstairs. If you are interested
in doing a craft with others we can put it in the bulletin to announce the date and time. If you come to
Women's Fellowship, please bring any crafts you are making at home to share with others. Thanks Susan
and Elly
Susan Carson and Elly Cary
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Hospitality Helpers:
Fellowship hours provide wonderful opportunities to gather together after Church. As you
know the Hospitality Committee serves all of the fellowship hours that lack a sponsor. We are
always looking for people to take a Sunday and “do” a coffee hour with our support.
What would really help us now would be if there are people who would be willing to provide
one food item for the table when there is a Sunday with no sponsor? A bowl of apples, a batch
of cookies, crackers and hummus, chips and dip, small sandwiches, anything that would be suitable to share during
coffee hour.
If so, we would like to establish a “Call List” and call someone when we are facing a Sunday without a sponsor. Tell us
what you think, and let us know if you would be willing to add your name on that list. The “Call list” will be posted in
Fellowship Hall on the wall to the left of the serving area.
Thank you.
The Hospitality Committee

Greeters Schedules:
May:
5 The McIntire Family
12 Sheila Bohlin
19 Ruth Weeks, Rob Porter
26 Arnold & Nancy Bennett

June:
2 TBA
9 TBA
16 TBA
23 TBA
30 TBA

Ushers Schedules:
May:
5 Art & Elizabeth Dyer
12 Bruce & Pat Myer
19 Carol Coultas, Ken Chutchian
26 Ned Pierce, Susan Anderson

June:
2 Ben & Amber Skinner
9 Win Gillis, Eric Wohltjen
16 Patty O’Brien & Paul Carrier
23 Herb Ferris, Dave Fitzgerald
30 Rick & Signe Daniel

Book Group:
Kathy Goodrich

Book group will meet once more before summer break (no meetings June, July, and Aug.)
We will discuss "One-in-a-Million Boy" by Monica Wood. We will meet at 1:00 on May 20th
in the EKC parlor. New members are welcome.
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Music Notes:
It is time for the choir to take a deep breath. All our hard work preparing for the Easter season is over. We hope you
enjoyed listening to our music as much as we enjoyed preparing it for you! But now, we move on to our summer
season…with the anticipation of the return of many of our “summer singers”. We have many new pieces as well as
old favorites to fill the sanctuary in the next few months. Stay tuned for more details.
For the month of May, we will open on May 5th with a Mary McDonald arrangement of “I Must Tell Jesus” with
“Blessed Assurance”. Mary is a favorite and has written or arranged many of our anthems. We will honor Mother’s
Day with a beautiful new anthem, “Carry Me”, by Patricia Mock and Brian Buda.
On May 19th, we return to an oldie, “O Sing Unto the Lord” (which the choir refers to as our fake Bach/Handel) by
James Ward and Heather Sorenson. Nothing is set yet for May 26th. There are several choices currently being
rehearsed. We’ll see what goes where.
The choir sends healing prayers to our own Louise Huntington and Lynne Julko. We hope to have them back where
they belong sometime soon. We are thankful to have Beth Muldoon and Sally Moulton back with us, and of course,
rejoice to have our Reverend of Rhythm, Ron Trell back—even if it’s only for a few weeks until he heads to St. John
for the summer.
As always, the enthusiastic support of the congregation and Pastor John means so much.
On behalf of the choir,
Sue Luce, Music Director

Board of Missions:
In spite of this year’s April snow and cold weather, the Board of Missions has faith that summer and warm days will
eventually arrive. With that in mind, our April focus was on giving support to three summer camps, Pine Tree Summer
Camp, Salvation Army Summer Camp, and Camp Susan Curtis. Each camp will be receiving $200.
This will be the first time that Kellogg Church has given financial support to Camp Susan Curtis. Kenneth Curtis was
governor of Maine from 1967 – 1975. During that time his daughter, Susan, died at age 11 with Cystic Fibrosis. The
Curtis family and friends wanted to create a lasting memorial in Susan’s name to benefit the youth of Maine. The
camp was started in 1971 and is in East Stoneham, Maine near the New Hampshire border in the White Mountain
National Forest. The camp provides free 2 week camping experiences for financially disadvantaged children. We, as a
Missions Board, decided that this camp would be a worthy addition to our list of aid recipients.
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From left-right: Sheila Bohlin, Jan Raslavsky, Becky Gallery, Nancy Simboli
We look like a performing group ready to sing. I think we all have posed many times before!
Thank you Ruth for wanting a newsletter photo. A very memorable Palm Sunday!

Please Welcome Our New Members! By Rev. John Carson
Sheila Bohlin Sheila and her husband, Jan, have been in Harpswell since 1976. Many of you may know them as your
teachers, or they taught your kids, in SAD 75 School. Turns out, that they were married in this church (she brought a
wedding picture as a teaching tool in our first meeting!) Sheila is a retired teacher of the Arts… and a current teacher…
of tennis!
Rebecca (Becky) Gallery Becky and her husband, Pat, came here from Connecticut. They’ve been here in Harpswell
since 2008. Before that, they came from Burlington, CT, by way of Chicago and other places. I first met Becky as a
friend of my wife Susan, and a member of the Garden Club. She is also active on the board of the Heritage Land Trust,
and a volunteer at Harpswell Aging at Home. She told me she thought it was time to get back to church, after being
active in several churches along their way. She told me it was time to connect with friends and others in their
community.
Jan Raslavsky Jan came to sing in the choir, having been invited by several of her friends who sing to come. Since
then, she’s made some new friends here. She’s also invited others… And then, by way of the choir, she’s come further
into membership. This morning she told me she wanted to make it “official,” and become a member of this church.
This church had become an important part of her life and her community and she wanted to join.
Nancy Simboli Nancy is the “newest” person here. Nancy came most recently from upstate New York, where she
lived for many years. She came to Brunswick in 2013, and to Harpswell this past year. She was long a part of The
Community of St. Mary’s in New York. When we first spoke, some months ago, she told me she was looking for a
church… And when her neighbor, Betsey Nehf, invited her she said she would be glad to come.
Now, please REJOICE WITH US… that these good people have chosen to join our church as members… Please take
time to greet them, and to welcome them… Especially to ENCOURAGE them… As we live our lives together, here…
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Deacon News:
The Deacons have been very blessed to have participated in Holy Week at the Kellogg Church.
We have made phone calls and visits to folks who needed a cheery smile and chat,
hidden eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt, done readings for the Maundy Thursday Service, sung around the flagpole at the
Sunrise Service, and afterward served breakfast to a hungry crowd back at the church.
We have pretty much finalized plans for sabbatical coverage for John, and will be letting you know the schedule for
pulpit supply in the upcoming weeks. We will be changing our meeting day to Mondays at 7:00 pm for May and
June. At our next meeting on May 6th, we will be discussing Ways of Giving to our local charities and families in
need. Please feel free to share any ideas or suggestions you have with any one of our Deacons. We always thank you
for your support!
Elijah Kellogg Church
Directory
May 2019

Do you have a church directory? Are you in the church directory? Is all of your information up
to date? Is your picture in the directory? The Deacons will be working with Darla, Denise and Elly
(for your photo) to get our church directory up to date. If you do not have a directory, please
contact Darla or a Deacon to get you one. Please check your info to make sure it is current. We
will also be working on getting a church email list going, and we would love to have you on it. If
you need changes made, please contact Darla at 833-6026 or email her at
adminassist@elijahkelloggchurch.org. Thanks for your help in keeping us all up to date!

Your Deacons, Carrie Bubier, Carol Coultas, Dick Moseley, Elly Cary, Paul O’Brien Carrier, Susan
Whitman, Wendy Van Damme, Susan Ferris, Sharon Kirker

Board of Trustees:
Please attend the Roll Call Meeting on May 19th! A major agenda item is the approval of the 2019 Capital Plan. The
proposed projects for 2019 include the exterior and interior painting of the Main Hallways (upstairs and downstairs)
and the Fellowship Hall. The existing paint is original and is in need of a refresh. We are also planning to update
many of the lighting fixtures to accommodate LED lighting. This will include the Sanctuary lighting. We will also
present a list of future projects for your consideration next year and into the future.
Lastly, a couple of housekeeping items. If you have a key to the church that you are no longer using, please turn it in
to the Church Office or one of the Trustees. Getting new keys made is expensive and time consuming. The alternative
is to have all locks replaced and new keys issued. We know there are many keys out there! If you haven’t used yours
in the last 6 months or longer, please consider turning it in!
Parking on Sundays – it cannot be stressed enough that EVERYONE needs to consider how and where they park. The
two boundaries – Parsonage driveway and Cemetery road need to be kept clear! If we use common sense and are
considerate of others, there should be PLENTY of room left for everyone to park safely! If you have any questions,
please speak to the Trustees.

Rev. John Carson
917 Harpswell
Neck Road
Harpswell, Maine
04079
Phone: 207-8336026
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Harpswell Aging at Home Golf Tournament and Banquet:
On Thursday, July 11, please bring your clubs and your sweet golf swing to
Brunswick Golf Club (BGC) for the second Harpswell Aging at Home (HAH) golf and
banquet fundraiser.
The event will include 18 holes of golf with a shotgun start at 12 noon, followed by
a lovely dinner at 6:00 pm with silent and live auctions. Golfers will play their own
ball for 18 holes in foursomes in a “best ball” format (this is not a “scramble” event).
To add to the fun, there will be on-course competitions before, during and after the
round—including a new car for a hole-in-one. Non-golfers are welcome to attend
the dinner and participate in the putting contest (and maybe win the $5,000 top
prize!)
BGC is a lovely course dating to 1896, and hosted the 2017 Maine Amateur
Championship. All proceeds from this event will go to the benefit of HAH for community programs. Last year’s
tournament and auction was a huge success, and we are aiming to make this year even better. Oceanside Builders
and R.A. Webber & Sons have generously agreed to serve again as major sponsors for the event.
For more information, please contact Lew Hinman (860-559-1158); lewis.hinman@comcast.net). Donations to the
event are most welcome!

Harpswell Community Nursery School:
April 2019
Our annual fundraiser, the Run by the Bay 5K and Fun Run, is fast-approaching on May 11th,
and we couldn't be more excited! This year's event has been generously sponsored by so
many wonderful local businesses, giving HCNS the opportunity to host an officially-timed race
with an incredible range of age-category prizes. Our Fun Run, following the 5K, is a fantastic entry point recommended
for toddler-aged children up through the age of 8, and also offers prizes to participants. We welcome all abilities, and
welcome participants, volunteers, and spectators of any age. If you wish to join as an official race volunteer, please
contact 207-607-0544 or email hcnsdirector@gmail.com for more information. We currently are seeking volunteers
to help attend to parking, and refreshment and water distribution. If you wish to register for this year's race, we
welcome you to check out our page on Facebook, or register online at www.runbythebay.org, or on race day from
8:30am.
Hope to see you there!
Tahnthawan Coffin, Director

8

BUILDING BRIDGES

* OPEN HOUSE *
Saturday May 11th 9:00am – noon
Assisting families of the Harpswell community with
Free gently used children’s clothing,
footwear and outerwear.
We are located at Great Island Church, 806 Harpswell
Island Road. For more info call Cheryl at 207 522-3575 or
leave a message on the church telephone 207 833-5175.

Refreshments!

Summer fun opportunities for the children!
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026

and
Bake Sale!!

Saturday, June 29

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Elijah Kellogg Church

917 Harpswell Neck Road, Harpswell FMI Call: 833-6026
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