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by Rev. John Carson

“Do your best. Trust the rest.”
There was a time when I traveled the
world for our National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches,
visiting and encouraging the work of
our mission partners. It was one of
the best chapters of my life.
I went several times to Nigeria,
visiting the people and work of
Christ to the villages in Shao. I would
fly into Lagos, then drive 8 hours
north, to stay in the villages. We
spent many long hours in the car on
what they called highways, and then
off the road, and into the bush, to
the villages.
On one of those long drives, we
traveled for many miles behind a
dump truck. Many of these trucks
were elaborately painted, covered
with pictures and sayings. For many
miles, I looked through the
windshield as we bounced and

jounced along, and read these
words: “Do your best. Trust the
rest.”
The events of recent weeks and
months – hurricanes, floods and
earthquakes – have tested the faith,
not only of those who have suffered
them, but of those who watch at a
distance. What are we supposed to
do with troubles – our own and
others? And how can we respond to
them – in faithful and meaningful
ways?

Most important, our faith and trust
in God can move us – toward helping
those who are near and in need. We
can pray and give globally, as we
pray and work locally, to help meet
the needs of our families, our friends
and our neighbors.
It’s never easy when trouble comes,
to us or to others. But we are never
alone in trouble. And we can always
do our best, and trust the rest – to
God.
Grace and Peace,

It is especially in times like these that
the dump truck saying comes to me:
“Do your best. Trust the rest.”
When troubles come, we can let
them connect us to those who suffer
with compassion. We can also let
them connect us to God, who cares
for those in need. We can let the
Spirit of God inspire us to give what
we can, and even to go, to help
those in trouble. (To date, our
congregation has donated over
$2000 to assist in relief and recovery
efforts for Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma. I give thanks for your great
generosity.)

John
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Christian Education Director

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Sunday school officially began on September 17th. Our doors are open, and we welcome new families and friends to join
us each week. This season we will be exploring many of the parables in the Bible, while the older children will be pondering
foundational questions about religion, faith and life. The Nursery will be available each Sunday for infants and toddlers.
The Bell Choir will begin practicing in November for performances for Music Sunday, December 17th and for the Christmas
Pageant, December 24th. Let us know if your child is interested in joining the group, and help us spread the word. We
would love to have a big choir this year!
Missions
•
The Sunday school is collecting for Operation Christmas Child, boxes to be filled in November. In the month of
October the featured items are stuffed animals. We could still use some small toys too. Please be mindful that all
donations must fit inside of a shoebox!
•
We are excited to share the news! Plans are in the works this year to team up with local children’s groups to
make ornaments to sell at the Craft fair on Saturday, November 4th. The proceeds will benefit our child sponsorship
program through NACC-Philippines, Beatriz Dimain.
Community Events
•
Parent Workshop Series – In collaboration with the Harpswell Community Nursery School, we are pleased to offer
our 2nd workshop in our fall series. Emergent Literacy - Building an enriching literacy environment for your child is easier
than you think. Learn how a community of caring adults can raise readers. Join us on Thursday, October 12th from 67:30pm to learn with Stephanie Schott, literacy specialist from the Maine State Library.
•
Pot Roast Public Supper – Saturday, October 14th from 5-7pm. Teaming up with the Finance committee we will
be hosting the next public supper. We are thrilled the American Legion Post 171 will be helping to serve the meal and will
receive a portion of the proceeds. CHANS will be offering a Free Flu Shot Clinic on site at the supper as well.

Craft Group:
We will continue to meet every Tuesday from 10-12 noon until the fair. Finishing up projects will be the focus.
Remember to bring the articles you made at home to be priced on October 31st beginning at 11 am.
Thank you, Elly and Susan.

Deacons:
The Deacons will be sending out grocery gift cards again for Thanksgiving. We need help from the congregation. There are
envelopes in the pews for the Deacons Fund. Every little bit helps. There is a great need in our community. We hope to
help as many families as possible. Thank you for your help.
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Board of Finance:
On October 29th, pledge drive envelopes will be ready after church. Any envelopes that are not picked up that day will be
mailed to you October 30th. Our theme this year is Forward In Gratitude. We can all be very grateful for the wonderful
response from the church and the community around us to our Capital Campaign that has allowed us to bring our church
and parsonage buildings to a level that makes us all proud. Over the summer Fellowship Hall was reroofed; planned
improvements to the parsonage will take place this fall.
In recent years, our income from the annual pledge drive has diminished for various reasons. In order to plan for the year
ahead, we welcome as many annual pledges as possible to help us to budget wisely, and hope if you have not pledged in
the past you will consider starting to do that this year. While we try to be prudent in planning the annual budget, we always
welcome increased pledges to accommodate inevitable increases in our expenses.
We want to share with you that the church is very fortunate to receive a number of unexpected, and often quite generous,
donations from time to time. These have been enormously helpful in keeping us in good financial condition. Additionally,
thanks to the skillful management of our Treasurer, Bill Hunter, our endowment continues to grow, increasing the available
annual contribution to our budget we make as needed to bring us into balance.
The graph below tracks our income and expense record through August. With a successful Holiday Fair in November we
expect to end the year in the black.

Pot Roast Supper:
The Third Annual Pot Roast Supper will be Saturday, October 14th, from 5-7 p.m. Prices are $9 per person, $5 for children
under 12. The menu: pot roast, potatoes, carrots, onions, pickled beets, salad, roll, and brownie sundae for dessert.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit the American Legion Post #171. During the supper, CHANS will be providing a Free
Flu Shot Clinic.
There are sign-up sheets in the hall. We will need 16 pot roasts cooking in crockpots all over town on Friday, October 13th.
Pot roasts, recipes, and extra ingredients will be ready Thursday, October 12th.
This has been a very large supper in the past, so we need plenty of worker bees to help the Boards of Finance and
Christian Education with set up, food preparation, waitering, dish washing, and clean up. Members of the American
Legion will be our servers. Thank you!
3

CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA HOLIDAY FAIR
NOVEMBER 4, 2017 - 9 am-2 pm
The Christmas Fair is only a few weeks away! Be sure you have the date and time marked on your calendar! Below is the
list of people who have agreed to chair the different booths. Please volunteer to help out in any of the areas below. This
is an all church event and many hands are needed to make the fair a great success. Thank you to all!
Greeter - Susan Ferris
Luscious Luncheon -Pat Moody, Vicki Stevens
Kellogg Kountry Store - Linda & Win Gillis
Bountiful Baked Goods - Janice Maranda
Creative Crafts - Susan Carson, Elly Cary, Ruth Allen
Elijah's Treasures - Sharon Kirker
Silent Auction - Patty & Paul O'Brien Carrier
Signage - Vicky Packard
Advertising - Amber Skinner
Parking - Ben Skinner
Set-up & Take-down - Ruth Smith, Linda Clement
Credit Card Sales - Tom Bachman
Money Management - Sue Luce, Bill Hunter
Kellogg Kids - Denise Perry
Fair Co-Chairs - Kay Hunter, Mickey Maidl, Joan Phillips

Bountiful Bake Sale
The great Holiday Fair is just around the corner and Women’s Fellowship will again have the Bake Sale you just can’t miss!!
We need bakers! Cakes, cookies, pies, breads, muffins, scones and any other goodie that will be sure to add to our bountiful
selections will be gratefully accepted.
Then be sure to stop by and shop on the day of the Fair and take home some goodies for yourself or someone special.
We will be at the church from 7:30 am Nov 4 to accept your delicious and welcome donations.
Any questions or offers of help can be directed to Janice Maranda. Email: jmaranda734@gmail.com.

Holiday Fair Luncheon
Shop ‘til you drop! Then relax and enjoy a steaming bowl of chowder, a luscious lobster roll, or maybe a sandwich or
hotdog. Last, but not least, tempt your taste buds with a delicious piece of homemade pie. As you dream about these
treats, consider helping with some of the pre-luncheon tasks. On Wednesday, November 1, we will be shelling lobsters at
approximately 9:30 a.m. On Thursday, November 2, potatoes and onions will be peeled at 2:30 p.m. Pies will also be
needed. If you can help with any of these tasks, please put your name on the sign-up sheets in the hall or speak to Pat
Moody (833-5535) or Vicki Stevens (729-8315). Thank You!

Holiday Fair Set-up & Take-down
Volunteers are needed to set up tables and booths before the fair at 4 PM on Thursday, November 2nd and to tear down
and replace furnishings at 2 PM after the fair on Saturday, November 4th. Please let us know if you can help at either one
or both times. See, call or email: Linda Clement (729-8563 or wdlhclem@gwi.net) or Ruth Smith (833-6246 or
jandrsmith@myfairpoint.net). Thank you, Linda and Ruth
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Board of Missions:
Responding to the devastation caused by recent hurricanes, the Board of Missions donated $750 to Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma Relief. Through the caring and outstanding generosity of Kellogg Church members and friends, $1,247.00 was added
to that amount, making a total of $1,997.00. Our prayers are with the thousands of people that were in the paths of the
storms.
During the month of September, the Board of Missions and Board of Deacons were in charge of a highly successful public
Roast Pork Supper. Our thanks to Eric Wohltjen for purchasing supplies and, most importantly, for contributing his cooking
skills. Harpswell Aging at Home received a portion of the proceeds from the supper. Members of that group helped make
the supper a success by attending, serving, and donating some of the pies.

Music Notes:
As this newsletter goes to press, the choir is hard at work on music for the fall and holiday seasons! We have some
wonderful pieces for you in these next months, culminating in our 7th Annual Music Sunday on December 17th during our
regular 10 a.m. service. Put that date on your calendars, and pray for no storms that day!
We open October with the uplifting “A Gospel Alleluia”, which features our men’s section, on October 1st. On the 8th, we
have “Come, Praise His Name”—a different take on “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” We hope to have Wendy
McClenahan on flute with us when we do “The Gift of Perfect Peace” on the 15th. You are going to love “Give Me Oil in
My Lamp” on the 22nd. (It’s an old Quaker camp song!) I can guarantee you’ll be humming it all day. I promised several
people we would do “O Sing Unto the Lord”, which we first sang Easter Sunday, in the fall. It’s on for October 29th! The
choir calls this our “fake Handel/ fake Mozart” piece, and they love singing it.
The Deinzers will be leaving us for warmth and sun in late October. We wish them a wonderful winter and look forward
to having them with us again in the spring. Remember, we always have openings for new singers any time of year. Maybe
you just want to sing for the Christmas season? No problem. Come and talk to me. We are flexible!
Many of you have been loyal supporters of the Annual Lessons in Carols program at St. John’s in Brunswick every December.
Our choir has always participated, and it was great fun to sing under the direction of Ray Cornils and with representatives
from several area choirs. As you know, Ray has retired. All of the area choir directors agreed that we really have to take a
break and decide how and if to continue with the program. It is quite an undertaking as you can imagine. I will keep you
posted with any plans for the future. In the meantime, tell your friends about our own Music Sunday and invite them to
come.
Continued thanks for your support!
Sue Luce, Music Director

Remembering our past….
When our pastor Elijah Kellogg passed away in 1901, church members could not readily agree on how to memorialize his
legacy at the church, and in the end they dedicated two memorials.
One group of members wanted to dedicate a church bell to remind us of him. Another wanted a more visible symbol and
to that end incorporated The Kellogg Monument Association to raise funds and in 1903 construct the tall granite
monument now in front of the church.
The Monument Association originally had ten members, some of whom were descendants of Elijah Kellogg. Each of the
current seven members are all descendants of at least one of the original members. They meet annually to oversee
maintenance of the monument. Ned Pierce is the Association’s president and David Hackett is the vice president.
(From David Hackett and Ned Pierce)
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Women’s Fellowship:
All women in the church (and men also!) are invited to attend our meetings. Feel free to bring a friend. All meetings will
be held in the Fellowship Hall the first Tuesday of each month from 11am-1pm. Everyone contributes $1 to attend and
brings a sandwich to eat. Dessert and beverage are provided. Remember: we will meet October 31 to price articles for
the Holiday Fair – and will not meet the first week of November!!
DATES:
2017
October 3rd

PROGRAM:
Presentation of her book "Remembering Years
of Hiding Behind the Silence," a true story of growing up in
Germany as a child During World War II, by Christine
Detroy.

October 31st
December 5th
2018
January
February 6th
March 6th
April 3rd
May 1st
June 5th

Pricing of Christmas items for the Fair
Christmas Party
NO MEETING
Program to be announced
Program to be announced
Program to be announced
Program to be announced
Potluck - Place to be announced

October:
1: Linda Clement; Mickey Maidl
8: Arnold & Nancy Bennett
15: Lew & Krista Hinman
22: Dick & Jane Collins
29: Bruce & Pat Myer

Greeters Schedule:
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Harpswell Community Nursery School:
by Tahnthawan M. Coffin, HCNS Director
Our 2017-18 school year has set off to a smooth start. All programs are complete and the
children and families from our community are well on their way to forging meaningful
friendships. Some very mild fall weather has been a pleasant surprise, allowing much of the
children's free-play time to be spent outside, exploring their beloved outdoor spaces. Examining insects and building fairyhouses are always favorite activities amongst all of our classes.
Our indoor time has been busy as well, and you may notice the displays of “Self-Portraits” hanging in the main corridor.
The students spent their second week of school observing their facial features, discussing similarities and differences, and
designing very creative interpretations of themselves. We encourage all to take a moment to enjoy their displays!
Our second Parent Workshop entitled “Emergent Literacy” will be presented by Stephanie Schott, an Early Literacy
Specialist at the Maine State Library. This workshop is free to the public and will be held in Fellowship Hall from 6 to
7:30pm. Stephanie has presented at the preschool in previous years and will share tips for encouraging an enriching literacy
environment for children. Childcare is available upon request; please contact hcnsdirector@gmail.com to reserve a place
if childcare is required. All from the community are welcome to join this free program.
Our Advisory Committee is looking for new members! If you feel you may have the skills to help us navigate successful
operation of the preschool (with experience in finance, business, human resources, health, fundraising, or education)
please feel free to contact us.
Thank you for your continued support of our preschool programs!
With gratitude,
Tahnthawan Coffin, Director
hcnsdirector@gmail.com
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026
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