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Be sure to vote!
Dear Friends,
As Christians, we are part of a great
tradition of prophets – Jesus
among them – and people of faith
who were called to speak truth to
power…
“Seek good and not evil, that you
may live, and so the Lord will be
with you…
Let justice roll down
like waters, and righteousness like
an ever flowing stream.” (Amos 5)
In latter day New England, we’re
also part of a great tradition of
“election sermons” – preachers
speaking up and out on the politics
of their day.
Now, people have different
opinions…
about
connecting
preaching and politics… or the
church being part of any kind of
social or political issue. But our
Scriptures, and Church history, say
otherwise. They say, as people of
God, that we are part of a great

tradition that brings faith and
politics – together.
Especially as followers of Jesus, we
are called to what John Yoder calls
“the politics of Jesus” – a politics of
justice, mercy and love – or what
Jim Wallis calls “God’s politics” –
where God is not a Republican,
neither is God a Democrat, and
Christianity is neither liberal nor
conservative – just responsive to
God’s Word.
We are blessed to be citizens of
this great country. And as citizens
of this great country, it is our right
and privilege to take part in the
peaceful election of our leaders.
Such privilege and opportunity is
rare in this world. Voting is lifethreatening in many countries.
And that so many Americans do
not vote is a grief and shame for us
all.
As citizens, our calling is to vote
with our hearts and minds for the
best person, and best outcome, for
our fellow citizens. And as
Christians, our calling is to vote in
the way God leads us.
At least we need to be informed. I
believe it was Thomas Jefferson

who said that our democracy
depends upon an “informed
citizenry.” Next, we need to
register to vote, and help others do
the same. And then, we need to do
it!
We need to get out and vote! As
Americans and Christians, we need
to exercise our right and freedom
to vote for those who we believe
will best represent us. To vote for
those who can best lead us to a
future full of hope, “with liberty
and justice for all.”
I encourage all of you to vote in our
upcoming elections. And to bring
your faith and hope with you to the
casting of your ballots.
Grace and Peace,
John
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Faith & Family
by Denise Perry, Director of Christian Education & Outreach

Train a child in a way he should go,
and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6

Sunday school has officially begun. A huge thank you goes out to Suzanne Gagne, Alicia Sparks, and Susan Carson
for leading our youth on their faith journey this year!
The first Sunday of each month Denise will lead the youth on mission projects. This
month we will be preparing items to sell at the Christmas by the Sea Holiday Fair.
Together, we will be making aromatherapy sugar scrubs, bath salts, shower melts, foot
soaks, and sachets. All proceeds will benefit Beatriz. We need to raise $300 for our
yearly child sponsorship to her through NACC-Philippines
Together, the Board of Finance and Christian Education, will host the Pot Roast Public Supper on
Saturday, October 13th from 5-7pm. Our servers will be members of the American Legion Post
#171, who will be receiving a portion of the proceeds. BUT, more helping hands are needed! How
are you with peeling vegetables or carving meat? Do you like to set up tables and chairs? What
about washing dishes? We have a job just waiting for you …. The sign-up sheets are on the bulletin
board!
CHANS will be offering a free flu clinic during the October public supper. Donations and insurance
are accepted.
One of the goals of the Missions and the Christian Education Boards is to lead a
few “Mission Days” when we reach out to local organizations to lend a helping
hand. The first one will take place on Saturday, October 27th. Independence
Association has opportunities for volunteers to help with fall clean-up and yard
maintenance at many of their housing facilities.
Independence Association is committed to supporting their clients as they seek to age in place – just like other
Mainers. They offer a range of housing options appropriate to different interests and needs for support: Residential
Group Homes; Community (Independent) Living; and Shared Living; as well as In-Home Supports to help people
maintain independence in their own homes.
Many of their residents have lived in the same residence for 20 or more years with the same friends, making these
small “group homes” truly the home and “family” where they want to age in place. Today, more than 30% of their
residents are aged between 60-85 years. Their goal is to ensure them the dignity of an attractive, well-maintained
home for their golden years.
Independence Association has 4 program facilities in Brunswick/Topsham, plus 13 residences spread out between
Freeport, Durham, Brunswick, Topsham, Bath and 2 supported apartment buildings in Brunswick … so there’s plenty
of opportunity!
Will you join our Mission Team? Please let Pastor John or Denise know if you want to be part
of this outreach. There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Let’s go out and help our
neighbors!
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Operation Christmas Child – The contributions for our shoeboxes have been amazing! Check out
our collections in the boxes underneath the missions table. During the month of October, we will
be collecting small toys. Suggestions include: Hacky sack, finger puppets, slinky, etch-a-sketch,
dress-up items, plastic animals, yo-yos, small Frisbees, small kites, kaleidoscopes, marbles, play
cars/trucks/boats.
Additionally, we will be accepting donations for shipping expenses. Each box costs $9.00 to ship. Please place your
donations in the collection plate, place it in the Christian Education mail box or mail it to the church office (917
Harpswell Neck Road). Thank you!

We will be filling the boxes on Sunday, November 4th preparing them for delivery!!
Don’t forget to grab your

bag … & recycle your returnable bottles and cans for Beatriz!

DOES ANYONE HAVE EXTRA PILLOWCASES?
I am asking our church family for used pillowcases
in good condition to donate to a group of ladies in
the RV park where we winter. For years, the ladies
have used the pillowcases to make dresses for the
girls and as of last year, they made a pattern for
boy’s shorts too.
They aim to make 200-300 items per year and send
to Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Missions.
You can see the great need for pillowcases to
achieve this mission. I will put a container in
fellowship hall for the pillowcases. You have until the end of November to make donations as I am leaving the first
of December and will be taking the pillowcases with me. Thank you in advance for helping make this project a reality!
Ruth Allen
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CHRISTMAS BY THE SEA HOLIDAY FAIR
NOVEMBER 3, 2018
9am-2pm
The Christmas Fair is only one month away!
Be sure to save the date!
The Christmas Fair is only a few weeks away!! Below is the list of people who
have agreed to chair this year's exciting booths. Be sure you have the date and
time marked on your calendar. Please volunteer to help in any of the areas
below. This is an all church event and many hands are needed to make the fair
a great success. Thank you to all!
Greeter - Susan Ferris
Luncheon - Pat Moody, Vicki Stevens
Country Store - Sally and Dana Clark
Baked Goods - Louise Huntington
Crafts - Susan Carson and Elly Carey
Treasures - Sharon Kirker
Silent Auction - Patty and Paul O'Brien Carrier
Healthy Houseplants - Carolyn Bachman
Signage - Carrie Bubier
Advertising - Amber Skinner
Set up/ Take down - Linda Clement and Ruth Smith
Credit Card Sales - Tom Bachman
Money Management - Bill Hunter and Sue Luce
Kellogg Kids - Denise Perry
Hotdogs - Kim Braley
ParkingFair Co-Chairs - Kay Hunter Mickey Maidl, and Joan Phillips

Bake Sale:
Louise Huntington

The Holiday Bake Sale will feature breads, brownies, cookies and bars. Pies are also
very popular.
The tables always look especially festive if the goodies are dressed up with bright
ribbon or holiday decorations.
Please let Louise Huntington (725-5657) know if you can help with set-up from 8-9am, or help during the sale starting
at 9am--pick a good time for you!
Our phoning committee will be reminding you a week or so before the Fair that we are hoping for baked donations.
People believe the Kellogg Church cooks are the best!
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Craft Group:
Elly Cary and Susan Carson

Craft group will continue to meet Tuesdays at 10 am. Closer to the fair we may ask for
additional helpers. Thank you to those who have been busy making crafts at home! Also,
we had a meeting at Ruth Allen's to discuss ideas for next year (you can never start too
early). We will need members to lead meetings in making new crafts. If anyone can help it
would be appreciated! Susan and Elly

Country Store:
Sally Clark

There is a chill in the air and fall is near! Once again it's that time of the year to stock the shelves at the Country Store
with those delicious home canned items. New proprietors Dana and Sally Clark are seeking your help in stocking the
shelves!
Dana and I have already been busy canning dill pickles, icicle pickles, old fashion corn relish, hot dog relish, Dutch
mustard cauliflower, blueberry jam, raspberry jam.
Dana's job is to put the covers on and tighten them, then hide them from the kids. They keep asking when they are
receiving their share and we tell them SORRY your share is going to the church this year!
Any donations will be greatly appreciated: pickles, relishes, jams, jellies, and any home canned items, (spaghetti
sauce, chili, vegetables.) YOU CAN IT AND WE WILL SELL IT!!
How about homemade fudge? Does anyone make Divinity Fudge? Or Potato Fudge? All flavors are accepted!
Or Caramel Apples-Popcorn Balls-Chocolates-Peanut Brittle-Old Fashion TaffyCaramels-Apple pies-Apple Turnovers-Homemade Breads-Baked Beans??
IF YOU HAVE LEFTOVER GARDEN VEGETABLES TO SPARE, THE COUNTRY STORE
HAS A SPOT FOR THEM IN AN OLD-FASHION BASKET.
We will also be selling: Vermont Cheddar Cheese, and Marion Sage’s Cheesecake
by the slice (48 years ago I attended a Christmas fair and they were selling this
cheesecake. I asked the lady if she would give me the recipe, she thought a few
minutes and had me write my name and address down, two weeks later I received the recipe. It has been a family
favorite ever since!)
There will also be other items for sale at the Country Store. If you have any homemade country items you would like
to donate, we would appreciate receiving them to sell at the Country Store.
Thank you in advance for all of your support! We hope to see all of you at the Country Store with smiles and
handshakes. Hugs are free!
PS: There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to help us keep track of what we are receiving. If you have any
questions call us at 207-576-9019 or email us at zepher63@outlook.com.
SEE YOU IN CHURCH!!
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Silent Auction:
Patty O’Brien Carrier

The Silent Auction has already collected some wonderful items! We are so pleased
to offer another fantastic acrylic by our own artist Aldie Laird as well as a gorgeous
needle work done by Diane St. Jean. Their talents amaze us! We also have many gift
certificates, as well as two very rare hand carved walking canes, and a unique dining
table with unusual history. This will be a popular item! Please contact Patty or Paul
O'Brien Carrier as we are happy to pick up that special something to add to our
auction. Patty: 751-6311; Paul: 232-3920.

Treasures:
Sharon Kirker

Thank you for the shelves! We could still use some large plastic storage tubs with lids. Please call Sharon Kirker at
833-5533 if you have some you can spare.

Set Up/Take Down:
Linda Clement

Volunteers will be needed to help set up for the fair on Thursday
afternoon, November 1st, at 4:30 pm.
In addition to clearing out the Sunday School classrooms we’ll also set up the tables in Fellowship Hall.
A truck will be needed to get the tables from the barn to Fellowship Hall.
On Saturday afternoon, November 3rd, at the end of the fair (2:00 pm) volunteers will also be needed to take
down the tables, return them to the barn and move furniture back into the Sunday School rooms.
Please call Linda Clement (729-8563) or Ruth Smith (833-6246) if you’d like to help.
Thanks very much!

Church Directory:
Elly Cary

For those of you that have picked up a new directory you will see an update with photos thanks to Tina Hume. Denise
and I will continue to take photos after church when we can, until the first of the year when the Directory will be
titled 2019.We are still trying to encourage everyone in the church to participate, as the photo does help you to
associate a face with a name. You do not have to be a member, all we require is a smile! Thank you to those who
have already participated! Denise Perry and Elly Cary
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Missions:
Pat Moody, Secretary

The Board of Missions and the Board of Trustees hosted a successful roast pork public supper on September 8. Part
of the proceeds from the supper will be given to Harpswell Aging at Home. Several members from that organization
helped with the serving of the supper and also provided a number of pies. We appreciated the help and the
opportunity to work with members of Harpswell Aging at Home.
On Sunday, September 16, Denise Perry presented a Missions Moment to the congregation. She gave an overview
of Independence Association and introduced an opportunity to help this organization on Saturday, October 27. More
information will follow.
No Missions donations were made to organizations or projects during September. However, we will be continuing
Kellogg Church support of various deserving groups in the coming months.

Greeters Schedule:
October:
7 Bruce & Pat Myer
14 Mickey Maidl & Linda Clement
21 Dick & Jane Collins
28 Lew & Krista Hinman

Ushers Schedules:
October:
7 Herb Ferris, Dave Fitzgerald
14 Bill Hunter, David Hunter
21 Dana McIntire, Ann McIntire
28 Ed & June Phinney

Family Portraits:
Would you like to have a family portrait done by Tom Jones? Tom is planning to have family
portrait sessions held on Sundays during the month of October—right here after the worship
services!! No need to travel to a studio! All proceeds go to EKC. Please call Tom at 522-1247
for pricing and scheduling. Thank you!
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Music Notes:
This is a busy month for the musicians of EKC...
We are dutifully working on our fall music while we continue preparation for
Music Sunday…coming DECEMBER 16th. I think you will really enjoy the holiday
program we have for you.
Our instrumentalists, Wendy Gockel on flute; Louise Huntington on viola; and Kate Gray on violin, will be here to add
to the festivities. In fact, on one anthem, “O Come to Us, Emanuel,” all three will be playing. We are excited to
prepare this program for all to enjoy. Put December 16th on your calendars now. (If anyone would like to sing with
us for this special occasion…or any occasion…just let me know. We can accommodate your schedule.)
For October, we continue to enjoy the organ and piano skills of Clarissa Brown. Clarissa will be at a family wedding
on October 7th, however, so I called many numbers to find a substitute. I even called one person whose name and
number I had in my folder…written on a cocktail napkin with “pianist” written under the name. Unfortunately, the
person does not play the piano, and doesn’t know who could have given me her number. I kept calling
recommendations though, and almost caught one. Her back surgery, however, kept her from playing on that date.
So, the bottom line here is that your pianist/accompanist for the day will be… me. I am practicing, so hopefully,
clunkers will be less than my usual. The choir will be singing a new piece that day, “Bring Us Hope” by Ruth Elaine
Schram. (I hope I can play it…)
On October 14th, we will sing “For the Beauty of the Earth”, a new take on a familiar hymn arranged by Phillip
Keveren. For October 21st, we’ll sing “Day By Day”, another familiar hymn arranged by Tom Fettke. And on October
28th, we will tentatively be singing a new piece, “Shine on Us” by Michael and Deborah Smith, arranged by Benjamin
Harlan. It incorporates “Be Thou My Vision”. Or we might sing a surprise. One never knows.
I hope you will continue to remember Liz Cromwell in your prayers as she continues her healing from wrist surgery.
We hope she is back with us soon!
As always, we are thankful for your support and love.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue Luce, Music Director

Women’s Fellowship:
Elly Cary

Women's Fellowship will meet Tuesday, October 2nd, in Fellowship Hall at 11 am. The meeting will be led by Ruth
Smith, and our guest speaker will be Mill Millar, wood carver extraordinaire! Everyone will be amazed to see what
this man can do with a piece of wood, a carving knife and paint. The theme will be Halloween, so I hope nobody gets
spooked! Bring a friend, and a sandwich for lunch. Dessert and drinks will be provided by the Fellowship.
On Tuesday, October 24th, we will have a meeting to price craft items for the Fair, which is Saturday, Nov. 3rd! If
you have made items please bring them for others to see and to price. If anyone wants to help at the craft table
please let Susan or myself know. The more the merrier, and we plan to have a bountiful table with crafts that
everyone has made throughout the year! Elly
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The Church Supper:
by Hunter Howe

The following is an article written by Hunter Howe and published in the September issue of the Maine Senior
magazine. Mr. Howe was so inspired by our church and this year’s April Corned Beef Supper that he included us in
the article. Please enjoy reading the following:
“Writers utilize the fundamentals of pacing to accelerate the story, to just move it along, or to slow it down. Readers
need these intended changes of “speed” within the framework of the story.
Germans deftly maneuvering their Mercedes hurtle along the Autobahns, Vermonters driving Subarus relish the
relaxed calm of windy, open country roads, and Romans on colorful mopeds delight in darting in and out of congested
lanes in slow-paced city traffic.
Most of us enjoy the “speed” of the various sport venues such as the fast pace of hockey, the fast and deliberate
pace of soccer, and the slow pace of golf.
During our early years as well as our working years, we drove down the Highway of Life enduring all sorts of road
conditions, the straight and even, the hills and the valleys, and the times we felt stuck in a traffic jam.
Most seniors reflect back on how quickly the years have passed. For most, it probably felt like driving in the left lane,
the fast lane of life, like driving in our western states with higher speed limits. With age and wisdom, however, we
desire to travel in the slower right lane, making haste, slowly. When possible, we prefer cruise control. And like the
turtle, we get there, at our own pace.
We control our pace leaving the toll roads behind, taking more off ramps, and exploring the byways of life. We reach
crossroads and do not obsess over the direction. We’ll find our way. We understand the foolishness of letting all
those little irritants annoy us. At some junction in our lives, we realize it’s the little things that matter, tackling life,
in emotional moments of simplicity.
Kurt Vonnegut said, “Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize they were big things.”
In April, I noticed an ad for a church supper down the Harpswell Road from Brunswick, at the Elijah Kellogg Church.
Rather than the traditional beans, the supper menu included corned beef and cabbage, carrots, soda bread, salad,
drinks, and dessert, all for the bargain price of nine bucks. Sign me up!
I decided to organize a group of folks from my “active” retirement community. My pitch, good home cookin’, good
cause (support the church coffers), good companionship, and good conversation; an easy night out at the old church
homestead in scenic Harpswell Center.
My sales pitch fell flat, a big turd, a turkey, a strike out in the ninth inning to end the game. Geez. You’d think I asked
them to row out to Monhegan Island in rolling seas or camp in the insect-ridden far reaches of northwest British
Columbia or ride smelly camels in the sweltering Sahara sands. Eyes rolled, followed by blank stares and uneasy
silence.
I’ll admit, I was “some irked.” I pouted. Then, I decided I’d go alone, that is until I prodded three others who
reluctantly agreed to accompany me.
We arrived at the church right after the scheduled advertised time, opening the door to a large well-lit hall already
filled with hungry folks digging in and to the aroma of heavenly comfort food. We worked our way down the long,
inviting food table. All the servers smiled warmly and slapped our plates full of swell, tasty-looking tidings, no
skimping here. All good. Continued
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A church member escorted us to one of the few empty tables. During our meal, several others stopped by to say hi.
Another fetched our desserts. All good.
One of my previously reluctant friends said, “This church has personality.” She nailed it.
We left the church feeling quite satisfied. My coerced group thanked me for urging them to go, sheepishly apologized
for giving me a hard time, and agreed they’d look forward to the next supper. I thought about all those other folks
who chose not to come along and what they’d missed.
And, I thought about what R.Y.S. Perez, in his I Hope I Fall in Love and Poetry Collection, wrote: “I love the simple
things: coffee shops, books, and people who try to understand.” Let’s include an old-fashioned church supper.
There’s more. Several weeks later, a lady friend (who’d attended the church supper) and I headed down the
Harpswell Road again. We parked next to the church, in the Harpswell Historical Society Museum lot, crossed the
street, walked a short distance on a dirt road, and hiked two of the Harpswell Heritage Land Trust trails, Hackett and
Minot. After that, we stepped over a stone wall into a cemetery bordering the main road; most of the gravestones
dated back to the 1800s. Here, we caught a glimpse of the local history. Finally, we checked out the old Cattle Pound.
All this because we’d gone to the church supper.
Mehmet Murat ilden said, “Let me tell you something big: Give importance to little things.”
I suppose that when we learn the importance of living for all those special simple moments that fuel our soul, we’ve
reached a major milestone in how we travel through life—we’ve learned to find the right pace that works for each
of us.
Each Spring, we fertilize our fields and gardens and delight in watching the fruits of our efforts grow. When we
fertilize our own lives with a controlled pace of simplicity, we grow and bloom as well.
Rudyard Kipling wrote, “Delight in the simple things.” Like an old-fashioned church supper.”

…or the Luncheon during the Holiday Fair in 2017, when
we hosted the Jersey Central Power workers.
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Harpswell Community Nursery School:
by Tahnthawan M. Coffin, HCNS Director

Our preschool classes are up and running once again and it is wonderful to be back in
session! Old friends have been reunited and new friends are being made. Debra Norton
and Lauren Watkinson continue on as preschool teachers, and we welcome back Denise Perry to our two-day
program. The school year has set off to a great start.
We have been busy with students from all three of our programs: our Time for Twos program, for toddlers and
parents/caregivers, which meets in three 6-week sessions through the year; our Tuesday/Thursday program with
some of our youngest preschool students; and our Monday/Wednesday/Friday program, which has options for an
extended day. We currently have one space remaining in this MWF program, and welcome any newcomers who may
be interested to come for a tour!
We would like to extend sincere gratitude to Women's Fellowship and those in the EKC community who have
continually supported our scholarship program. Thank you for valuing the service we provide to the wider community
and for helping us provide financial security to those who may benefit. We feel welcome in the spaces we share with
the church and appreciate the warm smiles and greetings from the church community members when we see them!
With a busy Fall of play and exploration ahead, we thank you for your continued generosity and support!
With gratitude,
Tahnthawan Coffin
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ELIJAH KELLOGG CHURCH
917 HARPSWELL NECK ROAD
HARPSWELL, MAINE 04079-9726
(207) 833-6026
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